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PREFACE. 



When I wrote the first part of "The Believer's 
Daily Rememhrancer," I simply had in view 
the spiritual improvement of the poor of my 
own flock. My desire was to compose a small 
volume which might he .carried in the workman's 
pocket, or he kept constantly at hand for the 
refreshment of those who had but little time to 
spare. But it has circulated far beyond my 
highest expectation, and is found in quarters 
which I had not the most distant idea it would 
ever reach. At the particular request of friends 
I added a second part, for the evening of the 
day; which is also obtaining a wide circulation. 
These volumes have been used in a way which 
I never anticipated, many have introduced the 
reading of them into their family worBh\p\%ol\\aX. 
now. In many families, they form a legvAax ^^A 
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of the family devotions. As for this they were 
never intended, so in many cases they are foond 
not to be exactly suitable. They were written 
exclusively for the use of decided Christians^ but 
in most families there are individuals who can- 
not be placed among that number. In conse- 
quence of this, I have frequently been requested 
to write another and distinct work for this pur- 
pose, to which request I have, after much con- 
sideration and prayer, acceded. 

Yet thinking, that many who may have long 
used "The Remembrancer," may like, byway 
of change and for the sake of variety, occasion- 
ally to use this, I have endeavoured so to write 
as to render it suitable both for the family circle, 
and also for the closet. The doctrines taught 
in this volume are the same as those in the 
preceding, and the aim of the writer is similar, 
only he has kept in view the use that may be 
made of it in family worship, and has endea- 
voared to throw more variety into it than is to 
^e found in the former work. The uncoinexVfc^ 
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are not lost sight of, while the edification of 
believers is kept in view. It is the opinion of 
many, that books of this character cannot be 
too numerons, or be too widely circulated, as 
the taste, even of good men, is so very differ- 
ent. Besides which, every writer has his own 
circle, and every publisher his own connection, 
so that, where one will not circulate, another 
may. If the object is to lead sinners to the 
Saviour, and to bring believers into closer com- 
munion with him, we may expect the Lord^s 
blessing ; and if the writer knows his own heart, 
this is his object in these pages. He has 
endeavoured also to stir up the minds of the 
Lord's people, to caution them against sin, to 
guard them against Satan, and to stimulate them 
in the path of holy obedience. This appeared 
to be very necessary in the present day, for the 
world is full of bustle, Satan is diligently em- 
ployed in beguiling unstable souls, and errors 
upon eveiy important subject aboimd. ^^ casi- 
noi be too careful, too vigilant, OT loo ^^ 
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armed, for onr adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, goeth about seeking whom he may deyoor. 
The blessing which has rested upon my fonner 
efforts, encourages me to hope that the Lord 
will use this : and as in the morning of life, I 
sowed the good seed of the kingdom, so in the 
evening I would not withhold my hand, not know- 
ing whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good. May the 
Lord who has so eminently blessed the former 
volumes, bless this even more abundantly both 
to sinners and saints ; and may the Holy Spirit 
accompany the reading and hearing of it with 
his effectual blessing. To God, only wise, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be as- 
cribed the glory of all the good we are enabled 
to do. Amen. 

JAMES SMITH. 

LoNDOX, AugttiL, 1849. 



JANUARY 1. 1 

The Lord ffiveth wisdom. — Prov. ii. 6. 

F entering upon a new year, all the events of 
which are unknown to us, we cannot but feel 
o«r need of wisdom. Many things will doubtless 
o^ur, which will perplex and trouble us; and we 
may be brought into circumstances in wliich we 
sliall not know what to do. Wisdom will be 
necessary. We may need it to manage wealth, 
or improve poverty — to endure trials, or employ 
our talents — to guide our general afi&irs, or 
overcome temptations — to conquer our foes, or 
make a right use of God's holy word — ^as also 
to win souls for God and glory. And for such 
purposes the Lord giveth wisdom. But to wJiom 
win he ^ve it ? To such as feel their need of 
it-^who ardently desire it — ^who earnestly seek 
it, and who perseveringly expect it, because he 
hath promised it. But Juno will he give it? 
Ffeely, without price; cheerfully, without up- 
braiding; in the active performance of the duties 
of our station. Beloved, all wisdom comes from 
God, both natural and spiritual. It comes from 
God, to be used /or God. We may procure it 
from another, though we cannot produce it our- 
selves. It should be sought and expected in 
every duty, and in every trial. 

Lord, make us -wise to do thy will, 

And lire as those who trust in tVxee; 
To labour, wait, and suffer stiU, 
"nn we thy great salvation s^ia. 



2 JANUAHT 2. 

That we ihoald be holy.—'Ephe*. i. 4. 

HOLINESS U the beauty of the divine nature, 
and the object that delights Jehovah's 
heart. The holitieas of a creatine atanda in his 
conformity to the image of God, and is wrought 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. It ia the great 
end which he has in view in all that he does for 
bis people. This is the will of God even our 
sanctification. Are we chosen in Christ? It is 
that we might be holy. Are we redeemed by 
the precious blood of Christ? It is that we 
should be a holy people uuto the Lord. Are 
we called by the power of the Holy Ghost? It 
is t« holiness on earth, ae introductory to happi- 
ness in heaven. Every ordinance we observe, 
every doctrine we believe, every promise we 
trust, every precept we perform, and every trial 
we endure, is intended to promote our sancdS- 
cation. Beloved, let us make this our one object, 
and so acquiesce in the will of God. Let us ask 
in reference to every undertaking, will it promote 
my holiness? And if it will not, let us deter- 
mine in the Lord's strength to renounce it- 
Lord, sanctify ua wholly; and grant that our 
whole body, soul, and spirit, may be preserved 
blameless unto the coming' of the Lord Jesus. 



JANUARY 3. 3 

The needy shall not cdway he forgotten, — ^Ps. ix . 1 8. 

THE Lord^s people are all needy: and the 
longer they live the more needy they feel. 
They need a pardon for all their sins, righteous- 
ness to justify their persons, grace to sanctify 
their natures, strength to perform their duties, 
courage to face their foes, patience to bear their 
trials, and fortitude to persevere unto the end. 
If supplied to day; they will be as needy as ever 
to-morrow. But all they need is provided for 
them, and is stored up in Jesus. His fulness is 
open to them, and out of that fulness they may 
receive grace to help them in every time of 
need. This at times they perceive, and then 
they make use of it to their joy and the Lord's 
glory. But at other times their eye is taken off 
it, they forget what Jesus is made to them, they 
go mourning, they complain and fret, and they 
fancy they are forgotten. The Lord does not 
answer their prayers, the word does not feed 
their souls, the ordinances do not profit them, 
and the enemy triumphs over them. But the 
Lord will turn again and have mercy upon them, 
"for the needy shall not always be forgotten; 
the expectation of the poor shall not perish for 
ever." Jesus says, " Blessed are ye poor." 

He'll not forget your suppliant pray'r, 
Ye needy aoula, awhile opprestl 
The poor his plenteous grace shall 8'ha\\\ 
Nor hope deceive the afflicted bvcaii:. 



4 JANUARY 4. 

He gave his only begotten Son, — J6lm iii. 1 6. 

FOK whom did God give his Son? For eiilnerg, 
for sinners as such. For those who had 
violated his law, despised his mercy) abused his 
creatures, enthroned his enemy, and worshipped 
the works of their own hands. For those who 
did not like to retain the knowledge of God, and 
who had done evil things as they could. What 
amazing love is this I Love to determined ene^- 
mies ! For what did God give his Son ? To Iwe 
as the sinner's representative, and to die as the 
sinner's substitute. In his life he obeyed the 
law for us, in his death he endured its curse. 
By living and dying he accomplished all that 
was necessary for our salvation, and now, who*, 
soever believeth in him shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life. God cannot now do any^ 
thing greater than he hath done, nor can he give 
anything greater than he hath given. He who 
gave his Son, will surely give us anything we 
need. He who delivered up his only begotten 
Son to die for us, will surely do any thing that 
we ask consistent with his will. Hence the 
apostle reasons, " He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how sbaU 
he not with him also freely give us all thmg».^ 

To him who bore the sinner's shame. 
Be endleas glory giv'n, 
Immortal Jjodohtb crown his n&me, 
JHie Ixird of earth and beaycn\ 



JANUARY 5. 5 

T6a<A me to do thy wiU. — Ps. cxliii. 10. 

THE will of God is the nile of rectitude. His 
will is revealed in his precepts. Those pre- 
cepts are to be the rule of our life. We should 
study them^ esteem them, store them up in our 
jnemories, and daily endeavour to square oui 
iBonduct by them. But as they run directly 
contrary to our selfish principles, corrupt afiec- 
tums, and fleshly lusts, it is difficult to walk 
exactly by them. Hence the conflict, the flesb 
lusting against^the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh, so that we cannot do the things that 
we would. What then is to be done ? Are we 
williqg to do the will of God ? Do we heartily 
desire to walk by his holy precepts ? Then let 
13S adopt the Psalmist^s prayer, " Teach me to dc 
ihy toiU.^^ In answer to tliis, the Lord will give 
tUB wisdom, so that we shall see our way through 
difficulties; and he will give us strength, so that 
we shall be able to do what he requires, and do 
it with, pleasure too. We can only do the Lord's 
/will, in the Lord^s strength : as we can only dis- 
cover the Lord's meaning, in his own light. We 
.must therefore go to him, to know what he would 
:have us do ; and then go to him again, that he 
may teach us how to do it. 

Teach me to do thy holy will, 
And lead me to thy heavenly hlU •, 
Let the good Spirit of thy love 
Conduct me to thy courts above. 
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6 JANUARY 6. 

Before they cdU I wiU answer. — ^Isa. Ixv. 24. 

ALL true prayer begins with God. He con- 
vinces us of the need of blessingS| awakens 
a desire in our souls to enjoy them, and then 
stirs us up to seek them. Before the Lord be- 
stows his favours upon us, he generally disposes 
us to seek them at his hands. He is ever ready 
to bless us, and is more ready to hear than we 
are to pray; therefore he says, "Before they call 
I will answer." Prayer shall be anticipated; 
and the answer shall be on the road sometimes 
before the petition ascends from our hearts. 
How great must be the Lord's love to his peo- 
ple ! How much he must delight in our prayers I 
Greater encouragement he cotdd not give us, 
and less he would not Let us therefore make 
our requests known unto him. Let us this day 
open our whole hearts to him, and seek from 
him those things that we need. Let us not 
doubt his readiness to hear us for one moment; 
for if before we call he promises to answer, 
surely when we call he will hear and bless us. 
He is the prayer-hearing God, and he is always 
" nigh unto all that call upon him, to all that call 
upon him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear him ; he also will hear their cry 
a/j{3 wUl 5ave them." 

Wrestling prayer can wonders (Vo> 
Bring reJJef in deepest Bttaita; 
I*rayer can force a passage tl\Tou6\\ 
Iron bars and brazen gates. 



JANUABY 7. 7 

Behold, God himself U with us. — 2 Chron. 

xiii. 12. 

SO said the children of Jadah when they went 
out to war with Jeroboam, and in the 
strength of this they conquered. Believer, the 
Lord not only gives his angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways, but he is himself 
with tiiee. Never lose sight of this precious 
trathy for it is at once most holy and most com- 
fordng. If God himself is with thee, then 
every sin is committed in his presence, and 
under his eye. How tins aggravates the guilt 
of our sins. We think, we speak, we act, as if 
God was at an infinite distance from us, and 
paid little or no regard to what we say or do. 
Instead of this, no one is so near to us as God; 
no one is so attentive to us as he. If God him- 
self is with thee, how unwise, how inconsistent 
are thy fears I If God himself is with us, will 
he allow us to want, or permit us to be injured? 
Can any enemy be too subtle, or too powerful 
for him? Impossible I Behold, then, God him- 
self M with thee I He will be with thee this dav. 
In every place, every moment. He will hear 
every word you speak, witness every sin you 
commit^ and listen to every prayer you put up. 

The beams of noon, the midnight hour, 

Are both alike to thee; 
O may J ne'er provoke that Power 
From which I cannot flee! 



8 JANUARY 8. 

In many things we offend aU, — James iii. 2. 

THERE is none righteous, no not one. We 
were all guilty of death; and though ire 
have been justified in the name of the Loid 
Jesus, and are sanctified by the good Spirit of 
God, yet still we often offend God. There is 
much in our tempers, habits, motives, and pur- 
suits, which must be offensive to him. He 
wishes us to be holy. He commands us to be 
holy. We really desire to be holy. But there 
is so much corruption in our hearts, and the 
power of corruption is so great, that we are often 
betrayed into that which is wrong. What « 
mercy for us that the blood of Jesus is still 
efficacious, that the fountain is still open, that 
we can repair to it whenever we feel guilt cm 
our own consciences, and that it cleanses from 
ail sin. But for the precious blood of Je^sus, 
we must often sink into despair. Let us prize 
that invaluable remedy for human guilt. But if 
we all offend, we all ought to be humble, for we 
all need pardon. If we all offend, we ought not 
to be severe in our censures, for in judging 
others we may condemn ourselves. 

Slain in the guilty rinner*s stead, 
Jesus, thy righteonsness I plead, 

And thy atoning blood ; 
Thy perfect work my robe shall be, 
Thy merit ahail atone for me. 
And bring me near to Uod. 



JANUARY 9. 9 

ImU vxUer ii every moment, — Isa. xxvii. 3. 

THE Lord compares his church to a vineyard^ 
to a vineyard of the choicest vines. Ho 
promises to watch over^ protect, and preserve 
it : to guard it niglit and day. But as it will 
need not only protection, but supply, he says, 
*.* I will water it every moment." Precious pro- 
mise this I It belongs to every one of the Lord*8 
people. It warrants us to expect constant com- 
munications from our God. He is never weary 
of giving. His resources are inexhaustible. Ho 
will therefore supply all our needs, however 
great, or however numerous they may be. Every- 
thing good in us comes from him. Every holy 
desire, every fervent prayer, every grateful 
emotion, is the effect of his watering: for so bar- 
ren and unfruitful are our hearts by nature, there 
is not in them one good thing. Beloved, let us 
expect divine communications, let us expect our 
God to impart his sanctifying and preserving 
grace. He assures us that he will do so regu- 
larly, gently, silently, imperceptibly, softly, and 
gradually, as the dew descends on the vineyards 
in the east. He says, '^I will be as the dew 
unto Israel." We do not expect enough froia 
God, we do not ask enough of God. 

Upon my leaf when parched ivith lieat, 
Refreshin;;^ dew aball drop; • 

17ie plant which God'tt right hand hatU »ot, 
Shs/J ne'er be rooted up. 
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TcJce heed wUo ihyaelf, — 1 Tim. iv. 16. 

THIS is a very necessary admonition. We all 
need it. Each one of us should attend to 
it. Take heed unto the body. Do not pam()er 
it. Do not neglect it. Do not allow it to take 
that place in your thoughts, plans, purposes, and 
provision, which should be assigned to the soul. 
It is the inferior part, treat it as such. But it is 
an important part, therefore use it prudently. 
Take heed unto the soul. See to it, that it is 
regenerated by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Be sure that iji is in Christ. Feed it with the 
bread of Gerd which came down from hednren. 
Wash it in the fountain that is opened for sin 
and uncleanness. Clothe it in the robe of right- 
eousness, and the garments of salvation. Store 
it with the doctrines, promises, and precepts of 
holy Scripture. Guard it against the influence 
of error, the spirit of this evil world, and the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience. 
Exercise it, in meditating up6n the character of 
God, the work of Jesus, the operations of tlie 
Holy Spirit, and the prospects of glory. 

f 

Renewing? grace fbr Jesos* sake, 

God to me impart; 
Power continually to wake, 

And watch my sinfW heart: 
That I may eoimtmt\y take heed. 
And prove myself a mint indeed. 



JANUARY 11. It 

The Lord shall guide thee continually, 
Isa. Iviii. 11. 

THE Lord^s people are Bingular in their prac< 
tices, and they have singolar privilegeR. 
The ruling desire of their souls i&tohe right. To 
think right. To do right. To go right. Tliey 
feel they are sinners, and therefore daily plead 
for sanctification. They know they are in dan- 
ger, and therefore daily pray to he kept. They 
are liable to go wrong, and therefore they desire 
a constant guide. Here the promise of God 
meets them, the Lord stoops to their needs and 
gratifies their desires, he says, *' / will guide 
ikeeP Beloved, our journey is through a track- 
less desert; we know not a foot of the road, all 
before us is untrodden path; the road is lined 
with snares and dangers, there are many by- 
paths, let us therefore lay hold on this precious 
promise, "The Lord shall guide thee continually." 
He knows the path. He knows our frame. He 
knows every foe. He knows whji we want, 
when we want, and how much we shall want; let 
OS therefore put the hand of our faith into the 
hand of his special providence, and say, — 

Guide roe, thon great Jeliovah, 

Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thon art misrhty, 
Hold me with thy powerfol hand: 
Bread of Heaven, 
Feed me till I want no move. 




12 JANUARY 12. 

Their strength is to sit stiU. — ^Isa. xxx. 7. 

r whom will these words apply? Not to. the 
sinner, who is still in his sins. Nor to the 
seeker, who is seeking the Lord. Nor yet to 
the backslider, who has wandered from God. 
But to the Lord's people, who are in perplexity, 
and yet trusting in God; who are intimidated 
by foes, and yet look to the Saviour; who are 
filled with fear, and yet desire to walk worthy 
of their profession. What can they do ? Flee I 
But whither ? Agitate and dintress their souls 1 
What will that do ? Let them sit still. But 
where shall they sit ? At the feet of Jesus, 
where Mary did. On the rock of God's faith- 
fulness, where David did ; when the people spake 
of stoning him, ** David encouraged himself in 
the Lord his God." In the tower of God's 
name, to which the righteous run and are safe, 
Prov. xviii. 10. Here let them rest, that is, 
believe God's word — watch his hand — ^wait his 
time — expect deliverance according to the pro- 
mise — look to Jesus and refuse to give way to 
fear, or foreboding, here is their strength. For 
when they do so, God is engaged for them. 

Jesus, on me the power bestow 
To work, or rest, sroiid still, ur go^ 

As thy design I see: 
Redeemed from nature's hurrjing strife, 
I<*.'ould not take one step in life 

Without a beck from thee. 



JANUARY 13. 13 

The scdnts shall judge the world. — 1 Cor. vi. 2. 
/^ Ob'S sanctified ones, — the true disciples of 
^ Jesus, — are now hated, persecuted, judged, 
and condemned by the world. But the day is 
ooming when the tables will be turned. The 
dead in Christ will rise first. Judgment will 
begin at the house of God. The saints will be 
judged, acquitted, and rewarded. Then the 
wicked, called the world, will be raised. The 
throne of judgment will be filled by Jesus, the 
inan the Father hath appointed to administer 
judgment : his saints will surround his throne ; 
his enemies must face them, and be judged. 
Awful period I With what dread, consternation, 
confusion, and despair, will that vast multitude 
be Med I How different will things appear then 
to what they do now ! The upright will have 
dominion on that morning. Then Lazarus will 
nt in judgment on the rich man who refused 
him the crumbs which fell from his table. Paul 
will sit in judgment on Nero who ordered him 
to be beheaded. The poor slave who died in 
tire faith of 'Christ will judge his cruel oppres- 
sor who made his life bitter with hard bondage. 

Saviour divine I and can it be 
That I at last shall sit with thee, 

In judgment on thy foes? 
TJien help me patiently to \)cm 
Their scorn and persecution ^cve, 
^^heu they my course oppose. 



^'^ -" 



14 JANUARY 14. 

Draw nigh unto my soul, — Ps. Ixix. 18. 

THE Lord's presence is the Christian's joy, 
and distance from God is always a cause of 
grief. Bat it is in seasons of trouble and sor- 
row that the Lord's presence is most earnestly 
sought. If the Lord is sensibly nigh unto us, 
we can poor our griefs into his bosom, and tell 
out our fears before his fece. Nearness to Grod 
gives us confidence in danger, courage in con- 
flict, peace in adversity, and joy in sorrow. If 
the Lord draw nigh unto us he will commune 
with us, and communicate spiritual blessings to 
us. If the Lord draw nigh unto us, Satan will 
retire into the distance, and our corruptions will 
be easily subdued. If the Lord draw nigh unto 
us, life will be pleasant, and death will have no 
terrors. to live near to God 1 to find the 
Lord drawing nigh unto the soul, when pro- 
vidence frowns, when foes increase, and when 
every thing appears to be against us I My dear 
friends, do you ever plead with God thus ? Do 
you ever cry. Lord " draw nigh unto my soul !" 
Jesus did, for it was his language. David did, 
for he wrote the words. 

Ah me, I*m never well, but when 
I on my best beloved lean, 
And then Vm never ill ; 
Classes and trials all are riffht, 
And pain ia sweet, and troubles \\v;\\^ 
WJjtm Christ my soul doth tlVL 



JANUARY 15. 15 

HcAera of God, — Rom. i. 30. 
1I7HAT an awful charge to be brought against 
^^ any of God*8 creatures; and yet it was 
brought against the Jews by our Lord, of whom 
he said, '* He that hateth me hateth my Father 
also. If I had not done among them the works 
which none other man did, they had not had sin ; 
but now they have both seen and hated both me 
and my Father.^' It is here also brought against 
the Gtentiles. Indeed every unconverted man is 
a hater of God, for " the carnal mind is enmity 
against God ; for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be. So then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God.** This is 
self-evident ; for if a man haie God, every thing 
he does must be offensive to God. But every 
man by nature hates God, and therefore every 
thing he does is displeasing to God. The feel- 
ing of hatred may not be discovered, because 
there may be ignorance of God, or forgetfulness 
of him ; but in proportion as he is known and 
thought of, while the heart remains carnal, he 
is hated. This shows the need of regeneration, 
the absolute necessity of being bom again. For 
until we are renewed in the spirit of our minds, 
we shall never be reconciled to God. 

Let me love thee more and move, 

I/IJoreataU, I pray I 
If I bare not loved before, 
Help me to begin to-day. 



16 JANUARY 16. 

He will save us. — ^Isa. xxxiii. 22. ^ A 

WHOM wiU he save? AU who beUeve ii^ 
Jesus. All who put theur trust in him; 
All who call upon him in truth. All who eatcr^ 
cise confidence in his word. All who make con<- ? 
science of observing his commands, with a view 
to glorify his name. Prom what will he save ? 
From the guilt of sin, which condemns us. From * 
the filth of sin, which defiles us. From ibi^.. 
power of sin, which enslaves us. From the 
love of sin, which degrades us. From the con- 
sequences of sin, which are terrible to us. From 
our foes, which would injure us. From our 
burdens, which would crush us. From our de- 
sert, which would ruin us. How will he save ?. 
Freely, by his grace. Honourably, through the 
perfect work of Jesus. Perfectly, without the 
possibility of a failure. Why will he save? 
Because his nature is love — ^his promise is given 
— our Saviour has died — ^and his glory will be 
advanced by doing so. When will he save ? 
The moment we believe. When we call upon: 
his name. When we cast our burdens upon him. 
When he sees that our power is gone, and there: 
is none shut up or left. Beloved, Jehovah is 
our Saviour, and he is ever present with us. 

He cheers his people by his smile, 
And jTuards them by his power ; 
He keeps them safe from force anCi goaVe^ 
Id every trying hour 



JANUARY 17. 17 

It was impossible for God to lie. — ^Heb. vi. 18. 

JEHOVAH ia the " God of truth." Lying 
lips are an abomioation unto the Lord. 
What he hates in others can never be found in 
himself. He cannot deceive, therefore his word 
may be relied on. He cannot go from bis word, 
therefore it may be confidently trusted. He has 
threatened sinners, and his word mtist be ful< 
tilled, for it is "impossible for God to lie." 
" The wicked shall be turned into hell, with all 
the nations that forget Crod'^ Of the man that 
loves sin, that lives in sin, it is said, " The Lord 
will not spare him, but the anger of the Lord 
and his jealousy shall smohe against that man." 
l^his is awful 1 It is tremendous. It must be 
realized, for it is " impossible for God to lie." 
He has given many, exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises to his people ; and they must all 
be made good. He will perform them, and not 
one jot or tittle of them shall fSedl. He will give 
glrace and glory, and no good thing will he with- 
hold fr(Mn them that walk uprightly; for he hath 
promised it, and it is impossible for God to lie. 
This truth is like the pillar of fire and cloud of 
old, it gives light to God^s Israel, but it is dark- 
ness to the Egyptians. 

What Christ hath said, must be falflUed, 
On this Arm rock believers build ; 
J//a word must stand, his truth prevail. 
And not one Jot, one tittle falL 



18 JANUARY 18. 

Make thy way straight before my face. — ^Ps. v. 8. 

THE true Christian desires to be ruled by God's 
word, and to be guided by God's providence. 
He wishes to be what God requires; to do what 
God commands ; and to go where God directs. 
But he is often in great difficulty ; he cannot see 
the way ; he is uncertain what course he should 
take ; and his cry is, " Make thy way straight 
before my face." Let me see the way thou hast 
marked out ; and walk in the path which will be 
pleasing in thy sight. The Lord will sometimes 
have us wait at his door, plead at his throne, 
and learn that the way of man is not in himself, 
that it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps." To wait the Lord's time requires pa- 
tience ; and to walk in the Lord's way, requires 
submission. The Lord's way generaUy crosses 
the desires of flesh and blood, mortifies our pride 
and independence, exercises all the graces of the 
Holy Spirit, and makes us feel our absolute de- 
pendence on Divine grace. Still the Christian, 
when in his right mind, prefers it ; and would 
rather walk in it than any other. God's way 
leads us to glory, honour, and immortality. 

How rouKh soe'er the way, 

Dear Saviour, still lead on ; 
Nor leave us till we say, 
"Father^ thy will be done." 
At most we do hut tasto the cup, 
J'oi thou alone huat drunk it ui>. 



JANUARY 19. 19 

What hast thou Hhat thou didst not receive f 
1 Cor. iv. 7. 

BELIEVER, ponder this question. It is in- 
tended to destroy the pride of thy heart, 
and to produce genuine humility. What hast 
thou ? Look around thee — ^how many mercies ! 
Look within thee — ^what gifts and graces I Look 
before thee — ^what glorious prospects ! Compare 
thyself with many of thine acquaintances ; con- 
trast thy circumstances with theirs — ^how differ- 
ent ! how preferable I But who made thee to 
differ? Who conferred these benefits? Did 
you inherit them ? Who ordained the relation- 
ship ? Did you procure them ? Who gave you 
the means ? Did you receive them from God ? 
Then gratefully acknowledge it. Then be hum- 
ble before God. Then beware of boasting before 
men, or of despising others. Trace up all thy 
mercies to their source, and you will find it to 
be free and sovereign grace. We have nothing 
that is good, nothing that is valuable, nothing 
that is useful, nothing that is ornamental, — but 
we have received it from our good and gracious 
God. Therefore let him that glorieth glory in 
the Lord. But, if we have received all frojit 
the Lord, ought we not to use all for the Lord. 

Lord, let thy mercy crown 
Our yet remaining days ; 
And, when thy wiU on earth la douvi. 
In heaven we'll sing thy praise. 



20 JANUARY 20. 

DovbUesB thou art our father. — ^Isa. IxiiL 16. 

A FATHERLESS chUd is generally an object 
of pity. But a believer is never fatherless, 
— his faith may be weak, his fears may be 
many, his trials may be great, his foes may be 
fierce, and his prospects may be dark, — but 
God is his father. ** We are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus :" and nothing can 
dissolve the relationship. We may lose the en- 
joyment of it, but the privilege remains the 
same. Once a cliild, a child for ever. Nor 
should we easily give up our confidence; but 
rather, like the saints of old, though sensible 
of many sins, though enduring painful priva- 
tions, though mourning over the hiding of the 
Lord's face, we should hold fast the feet, — ' 
*' Doubtless thou art our father." Beloved, if 
God is our father, he will chasten us, he will 
put our love and confidence to the proof, he 
will teach us some hard and difficult lessons ; 
but he will still pity us, spare us, listen to ns, 
and send us all that is absolutely necessary. If 
God is our father, he will notice the least good 
thing that may be in us ; he will take the 
meaning of our hearts ; and he will accept the 
smallest offering at our hands. 

Then let us, while we dwell below, 

Obey oar Father's voice ; 
To all Mb dispensations bow, 
And in Jijs name rgoico. . 



JANUARY 21. 21 

The^J^pmrito/Groddwelleih in you, — 1 Col. iii. 16. 

DWELLETH in whom! In every Christian. 
For "if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he ib none of his." Wherever the Spirit 
dwells, he works, and his work is the efficient 
cause of our sanctification, comfort, and useful-. 
ness. He dwells in us as a Spirit of life, quick- 
ening and reviving us. As a Spirit of light, 
instructing and illuminating us. As a Spirit of 
liberty, delivering from bondage, dread, and 
terror. As a Spirit of love, shedding abroad 
the love of Grod in our hearts, and leading us to 
love him and all his dear people. As a Spirit 
of power, enabling us to conquer the world, 
overcome Satan, and crucify the old man with 
his deeds. As a Spirit of prayer, teaching us 
how to pray, and making intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. As a 
Spirit of peace, applying the atonement, giving 
us peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and producing in us a peaceable disposi- 
tion. As the Spirit of Christ, exalting him in 
OEor minds, enthroning him in our breasts, and 
glorifying him in us and by us. Reader, have 
you received the Holy Ghost? Do you make it 
manifest by your zeal for Christ? 

Come, sacred Spirit! from above 
And fill my poor, cold heart with \ovci 
Soften to flesh the flinty stone, 
^ And let thy god-like power be known. 



22 JANUARY 22. 

They shall obtain joy and gladness. 
Isa. XXXV. 10. 

THEY who mourn on earth, on account of sii 
shall rejoice in heaven, possessed of ho! 
ness. Many of the Lord's people enjoy b 
little here, but joy is sown for the righteor 
and gladness for the upright in heart. Ti 
may have a dull dripping seed time, but y 
shall have a joyous sunny harvest. A sick 
body, a trying family, a distracted church, 
troublesome business, may hinder our enjoyii 
much now; but all these things will soon con 
to an end. Sickness shall give place to healtl 
trials to triumphs ; the church shall be unite 
and happy; and our employments will be oi 
enjoyments. Sighs will give place to song 
sadness will be exchanged for gladness, ai 
everlasting joy will crown us. We have tl 
worst at the present, the best is all before u 
Joy and gladness is our inheritance, our Savioi 
procured it by his death, he secures it by h 
intercession, and he is waiting to introduce i 
to it. The time will soon come, when " Gc 
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes ; an 
there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, ne 
ther shall there be any more pain." 

Yes, thougli the universe shall burn, 

And God his works destroy, 
With sonffs his ransora'd sliall retnm. 

And everlasting joy. 



JANUARY 23. 23 

He wtU not call bach his words. — Isa. xxxi. 2. 

AS the Lord never speaks rashly, there can be 
no cause for it. As he knew the end from 
the beginnmg, it would be inconsistent to do it. 
His word is like himself, immutable. It must 
have its accomplishment. Hence the Saviour 
said, " Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away." This will 
apply to all the promises. They are yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus. Thev are sure to all 
the seed. They can never be broken. There- 
fore we should place implicit confidence in them, 
and endeavour to chase away our fears with 
them. They are exceeding great, very plain, 
and most precious. They are not to be com- 
pared with gold, or with much fine gold. 
Christian, here is thy comfort, Thy God " will 
not call back his words." What he hath said, 
he will do. Hero is thy security, the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever. Sinner, this subject 
should make thee tremble. God will be as true 
to his threatenings, as he will be to his pro- 
mises. If so, hell shall receive every person 
who cKes in an unconverted state. 

The word of God shall ever stand, 
^rm, and immutable and sr.re ; 
^.'^Wise ij<^hi8 heart, and strong his hand, 
^\/ His peopJe's welfare to secure, 
^- -' But sinners who reject his word, 
,,- Shall fall beneath his glitrcrir. r sword. 



24 JANUARY 24. 

Him ha£h God exalted to give repentance. 
Acts V. 31. 

EVERY sinner ought to repent, for God com- 
mands him; but no one will repent unless 
Christ bestow the grace of repentance upon 
him. God commands us to repent, and thus 
maintains his authority; Christ gives us grace 
to repent, and thus displays his grace. We 
often try to repent, and cannot; our hearts are 
so hard, they will not relent; our eyes are so 
dry, they will not weep. This is a source of 
grief, and sometimes furnishes Satan with mat- 
ter for temptation, with which he distresses us. 
We must see that repentance is necessary^ wc 
must feel the desire to repent, and then we 
must looJc to Jesus for grace to enable us to 
repent. Jesus is exalted to the highest pos- 
sible honour. He has universal authority. All 
the treasures of grace and glory are committed 
to him. His Father who exalted him, did so, 
that he might give all necessary grace to his 
people; and out of his fulness we must receive 
grace for grace. What God requires of us as 
creatures, Jesus gives us grace to perform aft 
Christians. Every thing, therefore, should lead 
us to Christ, and to make use of his fulness. 

The Lamb is exalted repentance to give, 
That sin may be hated^ while sinners believe; 
Contrition Is granted and God justiticd 
Tfia Hinner la /tumbled, and self is (\c\V\«.v\. 



JANUARY 25. 25 

The coming of the Lord draweth nigh, 
James y. 8. 
i* W6 really love the Saviour we shall long 

for his appearbg. And in proportion to 
i atrength of our love will be our desire for 
. speedy return. He will come, for he has 
)iiiiBed to do so. He will soon come, so his 
rd declares, and passing events seem to 
le an emphasis to that word. Until he 
ne> the world will be in bondage, the church 
1 be low in a low place, and his people will 

groaning under sorrows and trials., r; His 
ning is the hope of his church, and it should 
i a place in our meditations, desires, and 
kyers. He comes to roll away the curse 
m creation. He comes to subdue all things 
to himself. He comes to bring complete and 
blasting deliverance to his saints. He comes 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
all them that believe. He comes to reign on 
) mount Zion, and before his ancients glori* 
ily, O to have a part in the first resurrec- 
a I. O to be among the invited guests at the 
rriage supper of the Lamb! 

We know the solemn honr draws nigh. 

When Jesus shall appear again, 
Hasten, Lord, and bow the sky. 

And here begin thy glorious reism. 
The nomber of thy saints complete, 

And t/vad thy fyes beneath thy feui. 

C 



26 JANUARY 26. 

Ye are made nigh by the blood of Christ, 
Eph. ii. 13. 

DISTANCE from God m the consequence of 
sin, and to tlie believer it is the cause of 
trouble and distress. We were all banished 
far from God once; nor could we ever have 
been brought nigh unto him, if Jesus had not 
become our Substitute, and satisfied the law on 
our behalf. The blood of Jesus removes every 
obstacle out of the way of our approaching to 
God, and it secures us an honourable reception 
by God. We never could have known the 
blessedness of nearness to God, if Jesus had 
not left his Father's bosom, obeyed the law in 
our nature, and died in our stead. He is the 
only way to God. By him both Jews and 
Gentiles have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father. He stands between God and the sin* 
ner, and lays his hand upon both : he brings 
God down to us, and he leads us up to God. 
There is nothing between us and God now, but 
Jesus. He made peace, and he keeps peace. 
We are reconciled to God, and God is at peace 
with us. He is nigh unto us, and loves us to 
be nigh unto him. O to realize that God hath 
accepted us in Jesus, and that he is near to us 
in every place ! 

Jesaa, the Savionr, shed his blood. 
To bring the guilty x^rIi to God, 
T/s here I find relief from s\tv, 
A balm to make my consdence deaxv. 



JANUARY 27. 27 

Whom (he Lord l&oeUi he corredeth. 
Prov. iii. 12. 

THERE are many things in us that need cor- 
rection. Oar follies call for stripes. Our 
Father knoweth our frame, he reads our hearts, 
he observes our conduct, and he has purposed 
to conform us to his own beloved Son. This 
v/iU account for most of our trials, afflictions, and 
sufferings. He loves us too weU, to even seem 
to sanction us in any thing that is wrong. If 
he did not love us, he would not correct us. If 
one trial would answer, he never would send us 
two. His mercy is too great. His heart is too 
kind. It is his children that he corrects, and 
hy correcting instructs. Let us not then, for 
one moment, suppose that our trials are indica- 
tions of his wrath. He may be displeased with 
niB, and therefore afflict us; but he has sworn 
that he wiU not be wroth with us. He will 
Tisit our transgressions with the rod, and our 
iniquities with stripes ; but he will not withdraw 
his loving-kindness, nor suffer his faithfulness to 
fail. Precious assurance this! Sweet views of 
troubles and trials I Let us get a scriptural as- 
surance of an interest in our heavenly Father's 
love, and then rejoice even in tribulation. 

Let him tenderly chastise, 

Let him ^rsdoiisly reprove, 
Father, all 'within ma cries,— 
AU tby ways are truth and l.we. 



28 JANUARY 28» 

I press towaard the mark. — Phil. iii. 14. 

THE believer^s mark is perfection, or exact 
conformity to the Lord Jesus Christ. Hjs 
first aim is to possess Christ, and then to be like 
Christ. When we are like Jesus, every foe is 
overcome, every difficulty is mastered, and the 
crown is about to be put on our heads. The 
prize is won, and the honour will be worn for 
ever. Exact likeness to Jesus we shall not 
attain to here, but we may be very much more 
like him than we are. Our tempers may be 
made more heavenly, our natures more spiritual, 
and our conversation more scriptural. We may 
be weaned from the present world, our motives 
may be purified, and holiness may become our 
element and delight. He who hath begun in us 
a good work, can carry it on; and as we are 
now very unlike what we were, we may yet 
become very unlike what we are at present. 
But if we would, it must be the mark at which 
we aim. We must ever keep it in our eye, as 
the racer did the mark which was to decide the 
race. This we too often forget, and are too 
well satisfied with present things. 

Jesas, that perfect good unknown. 

Restless, resigned, I wait to gain: 
But give me strength to follow on, 
And strive, and laboni, axxd soalaln^ 
Nor ever from thine own depatt, 
Till thee I love wit^ all my IvcatV 



JANUARY 29. 29 

Whoso trusteth in the Lordj Jiappy ia he. 
Prov. xvi. 20. 

THE Lord is the only legitimate object of trust 
for a sinner. He cannot trust in himself, 
for his heart is deceitful above all things. He 
cannot trust in his fellow-men, for they are no 
better. If he does trust in any one but the 
Lord, yexation, disappointment, and sorrow, 
mast be the result. In God he may trust for 
the promise warrants him. In God he should 
trust, for the precept commands him. In God 
he must trust, for every other refuge will fail 
him. The word of God is true, and cannot de- 
ceive ns; it is unchangeable, and cannot fail us ; 
it is most gracious, and just suits us. In his 
word, God has promised everything we can 
possibly want, he has invited us to ask for all 
he has promised, and he has assured us that we 
shall not be disappointed. If therefore we rest 
on his word, rely on his faithfulness, and expect 
him to appear for us, we shall prove him to be 
true to Ids word. And doing so, we shall be 
happy, for it will dissipate our doubts, conquer 
our fears, prevent disappointment, and secure 
to us innumerable mercies. ^^ He that trusteth 
in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about. 

0, make but trial of his love! 
Experience will decide 
^ottf b/est are they, and only tliey 
Who in his truth confld©. 



30 JANUARY 30. 

/ would thou wert cold or hot, — ^Rev. iii. 15. 

I'^HE Lord Jesus hates lukewarmness. He 
■ would rather we made do profession of re- 
h'gion at all, than to profess and not practise his 
precepts. He loves to see his people zealous. 
He has done enough for us to make us so, and 
it is a shame to us when we are dull and lifelesa 
in his ways. But it is to be feared, that many 
professors do not realize indifference to be a sin. 
They think that having professed Christ, if they 
just attend to a few duties, and creep along a 
certain course, it is enough. They are never 
hot, and they do not like to see others so ; but 
generally prophecy evil of them when they do. 
Professor of religion, Jesus says, " Be hot, or 
cold I" Be altogether a Christian, or throw off 
the profession, lay aside the name. Do not 
wear the name to dishonour it. Your Saviour 
was always zealous, his zeal surprised both his 
friends and foes; and he said to his Father, 
" The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.'* 
Is he not our example in this, as well as in other 
thmgs ? Should we not endeavour to regulate 
our pace by his? He hasted to suffer, and 
longed for his bitter agonies. Well, how shall 
we be to-day ? Hot, or cold, or lukewarm ? 

Jesus, I fain would find 
Thy zeal for God in me^ 
Thy /earning pity for xraivVlVu^ 
Thy burning cUarity 



JANUARY 31.' 31 

Come and let us rebumunU) the Lord, — ^Hos. vi. 1. 
TITE have wandered from him, in our thoughts, 
» * in our desires, and in our pursuits. We 
have been running after other lovers, and set up 
idols in our hearts. Our conduct has been 
sinful; and the effect most injurious to our- 
selves. Come then, and let us return unto the 
Lord. He is willing to receive us. He will 
readily pardon us. *' If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.^* Let us 
fall at his feet, and frankly confess our folly. 
Let us endeavour to turn our thoughts, desires, 
and affections back to him again. Especially, 
let us seek from him the Spirit of grace and 
supplication, for without his holy operations, 
there will be no godly sorrow, no hatred of sin, 
no self-abhorrence, no faith in the promises, or 
restoration of the joys of salvation. We must 
return, or our sin will be aggravated. We must 
return, or our misery will be deep. Let us then 
at once, without any delay, take with us words, 
and approach his throne. We may plead his 
past mercies, we may plead his glorious name, 
we may plead a Saviour's blood, nor can we 
plead in vain. Hear him call, — 

Return, wanderer, return I 

And seek thine injured Father's facet 
TTiose newdeaircA that in thee bum, 
Were kindled by reclaiming grace. 



3*2 FEBRUARY 1. 

I AM THAT I AM.— Exod. iii. 14. 

IMMUTABILITY is the pecuKar prerogative 
J- of Jehovah. Every thing out of the Di- 
vine nature is changeable. Angels in heaven 
changed, and became devils. Man, who was 
created in the image of his Maker, changed, and 
now bears the image of Satan. Saints renewed 
by grace often change, they backslide, and are 
restored ; now they are happy, then dejected ; 
now they are active, and then dull and Hfeless ; 
but Jehovah is the same. He is what he umSf 
and what he is he ever tinll be. There can be 
no addition to his wisdom, for it is perfect ; to 
his power, for it is omnipotent ; or to his love, 
for it is infinite. There can be no diminution of 
his justice, his holiness, or his veracity ; for he 
would cease to be God if he were less just, holy, 
or true. He never did injure one of his crea- 
tures, by any pui-pose he formed, or by any 
work he ever wrought, nor he never wilL He 
is holy in all his ways, and his word is true from 
the beginning. This should comfort his people, 
He is now what he was when he entered into 
covenant, when he made his promises, and 
when he gave his only begotten Son. Frienda 
may change, but God is the same. 

Jehovah, Great I am! 

By earth and heaven confcst ; 
/ 2)oir, and bless the sacred name, 
For ever bless'd. 



FEBRUARY 2. 33 

He led ihemfarih by the right way, — Pa. cvii. 7- 

Fwas not the smoothest, or the shortest, or 
the one most freqaented, but it was the 
best. It was the only right way. He intended 
to prove them, and to display his wonders, and 
tiie way afforded an opportunity for both. Thus 
k is with all his people. He has marked out 
the way in his unerring wisdom ; he guides them 
into it, he tries them by it, he leads them along 
it, and glorifies himself by doing so.^ God*s way 
ia always contrary to that which flesh and blood 
would choose. We want ease, plenty, pleasure, 
and honour. But the Lord intends that we 
shall have faith, humility, patience, fortitude, 
and confidence in himself alone. His design is 
to empty us, and strip us, and humble us, and 
break us down before his throne ; to endear the 
Saviour, sweeten the promises, and make the 
good land more desirable. And this he effects 
by sanctifying the trials, the losses, the disap- 
pointments, and the troubles we meet with in 
the way. Beloved, is yours a rough way, a 
trying path, a perplexing road ? It is t^e righi 
way. The Lord leads you, and he never leads 
wrong. He brings into the wilderness before he 
brings into Canaan. 

Tlie way was right their hearts to prove, 

To make God's gloiy known, 
And show his wisdom, power, auvWov^ 
J:.'nffdged to save his own. 



34 FEBRUARY 3. 

Tliat ^ power of Christ may rest upon me, 
2 Cor. lii, 9. 

THE Christian's infirmities are many and very 
painful, they often discourage, deject, and 
cast him down. They hinder him in every 
duty, mar his best performances, and give Satan 
an occasion against him. Few have learnt the 
happy art of glorying in their infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon them ; and 
yet it is our infirmities which render the Saviour 
so necessary for us, and which endear the Savi- 
our so much to our hearts. His power is put 
forth in our weakness, and it is in his strength 
that we must overcome. We can do nothing 
good without him ; but through him we can da 
all things. The power of Jesus resting upon us 
will shelter us amidst all the storms of life, pro- 
tect us from all real danger during our journey 
home, refresh us amidst all the toils of this 
weary land, give us rest in our most weary 
hours, and keep us safe until we are beyond 
the reach of foes. The power of Christ over- 
shadows his people in their seasons of trial as a 
tent the traveller in the eastern deserts. 

Must I be tried and tortur'd stIU ? 
I yield to thy mysterious will ; 
But give me, Lord, to prove, 
In nature's utter helplessness, 
TZro strength of all-sufAcient grace, 
TJi ' owuipotencG of love. 



g we remember a elight injury or a 
incB ; but how soon we forget tbe mer- 
ir God. Thus did Israel, and thus do 
Fho now inherit their forfeited mercies, 
ts of God in the wilderness were ao 
and so wonderful, that one would have 
ibal the people never could have forgot 
iut they aoon ceased to awake atten- 
eidte gratitude, and were treated as 
things. Lord, what h man I That we 
forget, let us endeavour to improve hy 
s works. Letns studj them. Let ns 
wisdom, kindness, and care ia them, 
icord them, and often read the record, 
'ten dwell upon our own anworthinera, 
JB the grace displayed in the laut of 
jet his works in natnre be read. Let 
of providence be noticed. E!specuUly 
>rk of redemption engage our thoughts, 
:ions, and our gratitude. Never let ns 
slight his wonderful works. 

O I fufcir 1 ne'er forgot 

Jfor cemBl % taBgav toiipte»4 
Jdia loadou pnUae ttmaO. 
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FEBRUARY 6. 37 

Hh name shall he called Wonderful, — Is. ix. 6. 

AND he will answer to his name ; for he is 
Wonderful. Consider the constitution of 
his person, he is God, he is also man. He posr 
fiesses the entire nature of Grod, and the entire 
nature of man, and yet the two natures imited 
constitute but one person. He is therefore 
human and divine, infinite and finite — the eter- 
nal God, and yet really man. He unites in 
himself heaven and earth, time and eternity, 
the Creator and the creature. He is the'mighty 
God, and the feeble child bom. Truly this is 
wonderful: we can believe it, but we cannot 
comprehend it. We perceive thai it is, but we 
cannot perceive how it is. His love also is 
wonderful, for he loves those who are unlovely, 
and who never had any love to him. There is 
no reason why he should love them, but plenty 
of reasons why he should not. And yet he 
loves them with all the strength of his nature, 
and has manifested that love in the most won- 
derful manner. For them he resigned the 
throne of glory, and gave up all he possessed in 
heaven. For them he became poor, was hated, 
persecuted, punished, and executed as a guilty 
slave. Well may he be called Wonderful. 

Wonderful art thou in power, 

But most wonderful In love*. 
Be tbon all our theme belovr. 
Be tbou all our heaven abote. 



38 FEBRUARY 7, 

Th(m hast left thy first love, — ^Rev. iL 4. 

THIS is a very solemn charge. Let us ask, Is 
it brought against us f Our first love was 
Jesus. When we felt our lost condition, when 
we saw the danger to which we were exposed, 
we were directed to him ; he received us graci- 
ously, he pardoned our sins, he introduced us to 
his Father, and we enjoyed peace. This filled 
us with love ; we admired his dealings, we adored 
his person, we espoused his cause, we imited 
with His people, we fearlessly professed his 
name, and consecrated ourselves to his bervice. 
Our love to Jesus at first was warm and strong. 
We thought nothing too hard to undertake for 
him, we considered nothing too valuable to sur- 
render to him, we felt we could suffer in his 
cause, and die for his name, if required. But w^ 
have declined since then, and, if Jesus is still 
the object of our love, we do not love him as we 
did. He deserves our love more than ever. He 
asks our love, for he prizes it. But, alas I the 
world has such power over us, temporal things 
so powerfully affect us, that we sometimes ques- 
tion whether we love him at aU. Saviour — 

Giv^e me thy pardoning lore to feel. 
And freely my backsUdings heal. 

Repair my faith's decay; 
Restore the sweetness of thy grace, 
Reveal the glories of thy face. 
And take my sins away. 



FEBRUARY 8. 39 

Eemember mCj my Godj for good, 
Neh. xiii. 31. 

ris no uncommon thing for our earthly friends 
to forget us, especially in seasons of trouble, 
or in circumstances of poverty. But if they re- 
membered us, they could do but little for us. 
When creatures forget, or slight us, let us turn 
from them to the Lord. He says, '^ Thou shalt 
not be forgotten of me." Let us pray with the 
man of God, "Remember me, my God." 
Bemember my wants, and supply them, for they 
are many and pressing. Remember my fears, 
and disperse them, for they are numerous and 
distressing. Remember my foes, and subdue 
them, for they are fierce and united. Remem- 
ber my difficuUdeSy and deliver me out of them, 
for they fill me with shame and dismay. Re- 
member my weakness, and strengthen me, for I 
desire to do thy will. Remember my doubts, 
and remove them, and give me a steady faith in 
thy word, and a sweet assurance of thy love. 
" Remember me, my God, as a child, that in- 
cessantly needs a parent's care ; as a pilgrim, 
that needs a guide ; and as a soldier, that re- 
quires courage and supplies. Remember me, 
to fill me with the power of the Holy Ghost. 

thou, from whom all goodness flows, 

I lift my soul to thee ; 
In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes. 

Dear Lord, remember me. 



40 FEBRUARY 9. 

He shall corns to he glorified in his scdnU* 
2 Thess. i. 10. 

JESUS is gone into heaven, to appear as the 
great High Priest before his Father for us. 
He is interceding for all that come unto God by 
him. He will soon come again : his coming will 
be sudden, glorious, and unexpected. He will 
come to be glorified in his saints : they will then 
be all collected together, and it will be a glory 
to him to have saved so vast a number, a mul- 
titude which no man can number ; and to have 
saved such a variety of persons, — for there will 
be some of all ages and classes, of all climes and 
coloui-s, and of all times, from the days of right-' 
ecus Abel to the hour of his glorious appearing. 
He will be glorified in the completeness of their 
salvation, for all will be saved perfectly, and 
saved for ever. He will be glorified in their 
exact resemblance of himself, for they will be 
just like him in body and in soul : he will see 
his own image in every one of his beloved peo- 
ple. He will be glorified in the beauty and 
glory of the residence he has provided for them, 
and to which he will introduce them. 

Lord, we long to see the dsy ! 
Come, and in thy saints display 
AU the wonders of thy lore. 
All our life concealed above. 
Oar celestial Head divine, 
Jjuua, in thy members shine. 



FEBRUARY 10. 41 

And they were afraid to ask him, — Mark ix. 32. 
TESUS had been speaking of his death. The 
^ disciples did not understand him. They 
wanted information, but they were afraid to ask 
him. Their fear was groundless, — ^it was injuri- 
ous. So is ours very frequently, for we often copy 
them in what was wrong. Jesus is with us. He 
is ever present as our Saviour and Friend. He 
is willing to hear our requests, and bids us ask 
for favours. He regards our petitions, and al- 
ways answers us in wisdom and love. He is 
ever pleased to hear us, and encourages us to 
draw nigh unto him ; but we often act as if we 
were afraid to ask him ; especially, to explain 
to us the mysteries in his word; to show us 
the design of his dark and perplexing provi- 
dences ; to reveal to us our interest in his love, 
and make our election sure; to give us the 
blessings we feel we need, the favours we de- 
sire, or the mercies which others enjoy. But 
why do we fear to ask him ? Lest it should be 
presumption, because we are so mean and un- 
worthy ; because our unbelief is so strong, and 
we do not believe the love which he hath to us, 
in consequence of the temptations of Satan, who 
fears our confidence and hates our souls. 

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare ; 

Jesus loves to answer prayer: 
Hti himself haa bid thee pray, 
There fi)re will not say thee nay. 
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FEBRUARY 12. 43 

The goodness of God leadeth tJiee to repentance. 

Rom. ii. 4. 

THIS is the design of every mercy which God 
confers. The sinner has wrong thoughts of 
God, and the goodness of God is intended to 
change those thoughts. He has wrong feelings 
toward God, and it is intended to change those 
feelings. He walks contrary to God, and the 
design is to change his course. Unless the 
goodness of God change our thoughts, feelings, 
and conduct, toward God ; unless it produce 
sorrow for sin, hatred to sin, and departure from 
sin, it does not produce a proper effect upon us. 
Friends, look at the goodness of God to you in 
providence. How many mercies crown your 
lot. How many favours are heaped upon you. 
Consider his goodness toward you as the God 
of grace. He has given you his written word. 
He has appointed ministers to preach that word 
to you. He has instituted ordinances to instruct 
and impress you. He has sent you his holy gos- 
pel, in which he informs you of the gift of his 
Son for sinners; and of the promise of the Holy 
Spirit to sinners. All this is intended to lead 
you to repentance. 

Let me, Lord, the true repentance, 

Self-condemned^ from tliee receWe; 
Then reverse the fearful sentence— 
Bid thy pardoned rebel Vive. 



44 FEBRUARY 13. 

You who a/re trovbUd rest with U8. — 2 Thess. i. 7» 

THE Thessalonians were persecuted for tfyr 
sake of Christ. They were deeply tried ; 
their tribulations were very painful ; but they 
exercised patience, and were supported by faith 
in God's word. The apostles were also greatly 
tried ; but, in theur greatest trials, they looked 
up to their sympathising Lord for help, and 
looked forward to his glorious appearing for 
redress. They knew that when Jesus came 
the crooked would be made straight, and his 
persecuted people would be exalted to honour. 
They were willing to leave their cause in his 
liands. They cast all their cares upon him; 
and they enjoyed rest in trouble when they 
were not delivered /row trouble, Paul exhorts 
his persecuted brethren to enjoy the same pri- 
vilege. He says, — ^^ Rest with us^ Rest in 
God's faithful word : he will make it good. 
Rest in the Saviour's grace : he will perfect his 
strength in your weakness. Rest on the pro- 
mise of his coming, when he will subdue all 
things unto himself. Look not at trouble, but 
look for the coming of Jesus. 

Then we whose flesh is troubled here, 
Shall Rloriotxs with our Head appear. 
And find our place prepared above ; 
And spead on our Redeemer's breast 
A whole eternity of TC»t^ 
A whole eternity of Jove 



I one can b« iiardoiied but for the sake 
. Every ptirdon U written with Ikis 
jod for Christ's sake forgives u% our 
i. He is ready to pardon. But wo 
lonvinced of sin, and if the Holy Spirit 

us, our Bins will appear nnmeroui^ 
A, and great; so great at times, that 

fear whether 0od will pardon such 
lers; but the very greatness of our sin 
ge us to apply for pardon. Our God 

God, his mercy is great, the merit of 
's blood is great, and he has pardoned 
ners in every age. Let us therefors 
ar sins fiiirly, at their nature, number, 
on, desert: tlien let us look at the 
the Saviour's blood, at the gracious 
of the word, at the invitations of the 
id let us confess our sins, remember* 
isBurance given us by the apostle, " If 
<s our una, he is faithful and just ti> 
8 our sins, and to cleanse as from all 
usness." Take conrsge, look to Jesus, 

m ibe bliek lltt ieTon mj isfA, 
Mb i remember thou bMt ilea, 
■^•1 only atue my ipsedler aigW 
wet iilvatloa st thy Ado. 
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FEBRUARY 15. 



He thai believeth hath everlasting life, — Johny. 24, 

EVERLASTING life is the highest privflegi 
to which we can aspire. It is not mei^ 
existence, but it is existence suited to our nature 
in its most perfect state, and reaching to the 
height of our most exalted desires. It is life in 
the presence, favour, and enjoyment of Grod. 1\ 
is life with Christ, a life like the life of Christ 
It is life without disease. It is life withoul 
trouble. It is life without fear. It is life with 
out death. It is life in the possession and en- 
joyment of all God has promised, Christ hai 
purchased, or the Holy Spirit has revealed ii 
the gospel. It is life that goes beyond thi 
highest expectation of men, or the powers of ai 
angel to describe. And this life is promised U 
every believer; yea, not only promised, but thi 
pledge, the earnest, the principle of it is pos 
sessed. Every believer is entitled to everlasting 
life. Every believer has the commencement o 
eternal life in his heart. The sentence of con 
demnation is repealed, he is quickened from i 
death in trespasses and sins, and he is united t 
Jesus who is the resurrection and the life. 



Blest with the faith that works by love, 

Blest with eternal life thou art, 
Tliou luut the life of those above, 
Tbe seed of glory in thy heart: 
Jcffus In thee will ever live, 
And tbou abalt all his life rcccivtt. 



FEBRUARY 16. 47 

\f despised ihe pleasant land, — Ts. cvi. 24. 
LA.T Canaan was to the Jews, that heaven 

is to us. It is the land of promise. The 
that floweth with milk and honey. It jb the 
ant land. It is the abode of peace, plenty, 
«riety. There all is harmony, and all is loye. 
less is the atmosphere, and joy the light of 
blessed place. There Gk)d unveils his glory 
) Lamb that is in the midst of the throne, 
, feeds, and delights his people — angels 
I — ^the church is at rest — and every saint is 

with joy. Every thing that can please, 
fy, or enhance our happiness is there ; and 
) in perfection. All is pleasant, and always 
Ant. No storms ever rise, no clouds obscure 
iky ; the sun ever shines, the fruits are al- 
I ripe ; the songs are ever new, the employ- 
; always pleasing ; and God is the glory of 
place. It is set before us. It is promised 
very believer — ^to every overcomer. The 
is marked out. The forerunner has gone 
:e. The invitation to follow him is given , 
usurance that every seeker shall obtain ; 
yet we despise the pleasant land. Beloved; 
IS beware of Israers sin, lest we suffer 
iVs punishment. 

Lord, feed and dotbe me day by day, 
And guide my footsteps lest I stray ; 
Offtuurd me with a powerful haT\d« 
And bring me to the pleasant Uu<L 



48 FEBBUARY 17^ 

We are the children of God. — Bom. viii. 16. 

GOD has a family upon earth* Every belieyeif 
is a child of God. He knows God, who H 
his Father. He loves Jesus, who is his elder* 
Brother. He cleaves to the saints, who forco^ 
the household of God. But many of the Lord'f», 
children question their adoption, and fear that 
they are not born again. Let all such asJ^' 
themselves. Am I of the world? Am I what I 
was once ? Can I love sin ? Can I live in sin?. 
Do I despise the Saviour? Do I prefer tho 
things of time to the things of eternity ? Thou- 
sands do, and if you do not, why is it ? Must 
there not be a difference, and who made that 
difference? Do you think Satan would? Could 
you have made it yourself? Certainly not. The 
soul that hates sin, forsakes the world, trusts in 
Jesus, loves the saints, and cannot live without 
prayer, is a child of Gt)d, But still, it would 
be well to seek the direct witness of the Holy 
Spirit. If we are the children of God, Satan will 
harass us, sin will distress us, doubts will per-r 
plex us, the world will hate us, some professon 
will frown on us, and our heavenly Father will 
at times correct us« 

Send forth the Spirit of thy Son, 
Crod into my panting heart, 
Tliat govem'd by thy love alone, 
From thee I never may depati. 
Bat following my celestial Gvudvi, 
Be numbered with the g\0Ti&ed. 



FEBRUABY 18. 41> 

The Lord ia great, — Ps. cxxxv. 5. 

WE shall never rightly estimate the Lord^s 
goodness, except we realize something of 
his greatness. His greatness is misearchable. 
And after our most extensive and laborious in-> 
Testigotions, we must exclaim with the patriarch, 
*' How little a portion is heard of him I" Of the 
greatness of his nature, or the grandeur of his 
perfections, we can have no adequate conception : 
heaven is his throne, and the earth is his foot- 
stooL '* Behold, the nations are as the drop of 
a backet, and are counted as the small dust of 
the balance : behold, he taketh up ^e isles cls a 
veryUtUe thing. All ruUions before him are as 
nothing; and they are counted to him less titan 
noffdng and vanity." His thoughts, his purposes, 
and his plans are great. His promises are great 
and precious. Greatness is impressed upon 
every thing he does. Does he pardon sin ? He 
does it like himself, perfectly and for ever. Does 
he provide supplies ? They are vast as his re- 
sources, eternal as his existence, and varied as 
oiBT wants. Does he save hit people? It is 
with a great salvation — ^from great sins, from 
great suffering, at a great price, by a great 
Saviour, to great happiness and glory. 

And will this glorious Lord descend 
To be my Fntber and my Friend? 
Ttea Jet my songs with angels join; 
Heaven Ja seciue if God be iniuo. 



50 FEBRUARY 19. 

Being justified by his grace. — ^Titns iii. 7. 

THE justification of a sinner is a surprimng 
display of the wisdom and grace of God. 
He is acknowledged to be guilty, and yet pro- 
claimed just. How can this be ? He is guilty 
before God as a creature, because he has broken 
the law ; he is just before Gt>d as a Ghristian| 
because he is united to Christ who obeyed the 
law for liim. One moment he is ungodly, and 
has nothing to urge why judgment should not 
be executed upon him; the next moment, by the 
exercise of faith in Christ, he is justified, and has 
a righteousness which meets all the requirements 
of the law, to plead before God*s bar. But, if 
a sinner is justified, if the ungodly is made 
righteous, it must be by grace ; it is impos- 
sible that it should be by works. And it is of 
grace from first to last. It was grace devised 
the plan, in the eternal councils ; it was grace 
that brought the Son of God into our world, to 
work out the righteousness which justifies ; it is 
grace which sends the gospel to reveal this right- 
eousness unto ue, and the Holy Spirit to work 
faith in our hearts to embrace it. 

Xot for our works or righteousness, 
Did God our souls ft'om sin release, 

Its guilt and power remove: 
lie saved us by his grace alone, 
T7nj c.iuse, the only cause vje uviu, 
liis itiic spontaneous Vuvc. 



FEBRUABY 20. 51 

To whom wUl yefleeforhdpf Isa. x. 3. 

THIS is addressed to those who know not God. 
To those who love not our Lord Jesus 
Christ. What multitudes there are of such. Let 
as ask, Am I one of them ? Have I fled for 
refuge to lay hold on the hope set before rae in 
the gospel ? Is Christ formed in my heart the 
hope of glory ? Is God my friend, my father, 
and my joy ? K not, when troubles overwhelm 
you — ^when Satan harasses you — when con- 
science accuses you — when the world frowns 
npon you — when sickness seizes you — when 
death stares you in the face, to whom will ye 
flee for help ? Who can support you in trouble ? 
Who can deliever you from Satan ? Who can 
calm and pacify a guilty conscience? Who 
can comfort when the world frowns ? Who can 
give patience when suffering from disease? Who 
can raise you above the fears of death, or en- 
title you to a glorious immortality ? He that 
cannot do these things for you, will not be suffici- 
ent for you then. To whom then will ye flee ? 
Creatures are vain, they cannot help you. God 
alone can, and if you flee to him now, it will be 
well, for he invites you, and promises to receive 
you. But if you delay it may soon be too late. 

Haste, Binner, haste, to Jesus flee, 
For pardon, life, and grace I 
Approach his throne without delay 
nils moment seek liis face. 



52 PEBRUARY 21. 

Godlineaa with contentment is great gain, 
1 Tim. vi. 6. 

TRUE godliness is a good fortune ; for everj 
godly man, hath not only the promise of 
eternal life, but of all things which are necessary 
for life and godluiess. Now if God is able to 
supply all his needs, if he hath promised that 
he will withhold no good thing, and if he is faith* 
ful to his word, ought not a godly man to be 
contented ? But this is exactly the case. €rod 
lias provided for the body as well as for the 
soul; for sickness as well as health; for age as 
well as youth ; for the whole of time as well aft 
eternity ; and he will supply us as we need, bo 
as to secure our best interests and his glory. 
All he requires of us, is to truet him, to a»k for 
the blessings as we feel we need them, to employ 
our talents in his service, and to wait his time 
with patience. Is this unreasonable? Is it not 
wise and kind, seeing he knows what foolish and 
wasteful creatures we are? Let us therefore 
seek to be satisfied with Grod's arrangements, 
and to live as we are required in his holy word* 
The best fortune is a contented mind. 

How shall the Christian's noble mind— 
Br gncin renewed, by hcaTen refined— 

Itidultife a munnurinfir thought ? 
ShaJJ ho who claims Jehovah's strenii^th, 
Whothdll be brought to heaven ailv.uKWi, 
itemuiQ his preM;ut lot? 



FEBRUARY 22. 63 

Ye are the temple of God, — 1 Cor. iii. 16. 

A TEMPLE is the residence of Deity. The 
church of Christ is the dwelling-place of 
Jehovah. Here he resides, is worshipped, and 
displays his glory. But every believer is a 
temple too. Our bodies are the temples of the 
Holy Ghost. In regeneration God takes posses- 
sion of us. He enthrones himself in the affec- 
tions and requires the homage and adoration 
of all the powers of the soul. Having once 
taken possession he never resigns it. The Chris- 
tian is always God's consecrated dwelling-place, 
his living temple. Here he is known, loved, 
And worshipped. The heart is his altar, and 
prayer and praise the sacrifices he requires and 
accepts. But we are not sufficiently impressed 
with this fact. We do not live, move, work^ 
and speak under the influence of the idea, " / 
am the temple of Ghd.^'' If we did, it would have 
a very sanctifying effect upon us. We could not 
gOy where some Christians go ; nor do, what some 
Christians do. We should often ask ourselves, 
." Is this becoming in one who is the residence 
of God ? Ought the temple of God to be found 
here?" Christian, what an honour is put upon 
thee ! How could thy God honour thee more? 

No idol god shall hold a place 
Within this temple of thy grace; 
Dagon before the ark shall fall. 
And God in Christ be all in ulL 




Tlif Lord 1 



FEBBUAHY 23. 

my BtreTtglh and my sM^, 



Ps. 3 



iii. 7. 



TriE trutli RinI value of God's word, is t 
leamed out in the school of eiperience. 
IS easy to read the word, assent to it, and ad 
It, but when we are called to trust it In 
hour of temptation and trial, we find it 
difficult The grace which gave ua the 1 
mufit enable us to make tise of it. The I 
11 to Ilia people juat what they require, ani 
tlmt they require. They are weak, and fe 
it they daily grew weaker ; their foes are n 
atiii strong, and appear to increase in nam 
and comnge ; but the Lord ia their stren 
Ilia omnipotence is pledged to them, and 
be exerted for them. Faith laya hold on G 
arm, and nntil that arm fails the believer 
liolda by it is safe. The Lord is not onl; 
strength but our shield. We are in the fie] 
battle, our enemies are numerous and mi; 
19 with bitter hatred. But 

i between us and danger, 
; flia fiery darts of the d 

r defence, who »aveth the 




FEBRUAKY 24. 55 

Thai he may exalt you indite time, — 1 Pet. v. 6. 

THE apostle is exhorting to humility. Nothing 
is BO necessary for us, or more acceptable 
to God. The humble man is sure to be respected. 
Saints will love him, and Grod will do any thing 
for him. Pride is offensive to our fellows, and 
it is detestable in the sight of God. He will 
hold no fellowship with a proud man : he know- 
eth the proud afar off, and he keeps them at a 
distance. The Lord's people may be oppressed, 
and Providence may seem to take part with 
their oppressors. They may lie long in the dust, 
and be brought very low. But if they humble 
themselves under the mighty hand of God, he 
will exalt them in dice time. When the trial has 
accomplished its work, it shall be removed. 
When the proud spirit is humbled, when the 
complaining spirit is resigned, when the conceited 
creature is reduced to its proper level, then the 
Lord will appear to exalt it. He exalteth by 
his power, by his grace, and by his providence. 
•He exalteth sometimes in temporals, more fre- 
quently in spirituals. He raises the spirit above 
the circumstances, and this is true exaltation. 

When, my Saviour, sliall I be 
Totally resi^'d to thee? 
Poor and vile In mine own eyes, 
Only in thy wisdom wise. 
Only guided by thj light, 
Onlyznigbtyia thy nii^htl 



s 



56 FEBRUABY 25. 

JVho can understand Ida erron f — ^Ps, xix. IS. 
IN is an error. It is a wandering from tlie 
right ways of the Lord., It is an ermr 
which we are constantly falling into. The beet 
regulated minds, the most consistent walkenj 
daily err. Our errors are so uumeroos, that we 
cannot understand or enamerate them. Eyery 
day, every hour, we do, speak, or think wrong. 
Every part of our lives is stained with sin. Thit 
ought to humble us, and make us walk softly 
before the Lord. It ought to endear to us tha 
precious blood of Christ, which alone can remove 
from us the guilt of sin. If we. were denied tha 
use of tliat blood for one hour, we should be 
eternally undone; for every hour we do that 
which would ruin us for ever. It ought to lead 
us to admire the patience and long suffering of 
God. How wonderful that a holy God should 
bear with us ; and not only bear with ns, but 
love us notwithstanding all 1 What errors are 
committed in youth, from thoughtlessness and 
inexperience. What errors are committed in 
manhood, from yielding to the cares of the 
world. What errors are committed in old age, 
from habits contracted in younger years, and 
from cleaving too much to the present world. 

I want so circumspect to liTe, 

So free from every sin, 
Tlmt e'en the careless may vcyccW^ 

That I with Christ have Vj«nfttx, 



FEBRUARY 26. 57 

The renewing of the Holy Ghost' — ^Titus iii. 5 

ALL real religion flows from the indwelling, 
power, and operation of the Holy Spirit. 
He quickens us, when dead in sins ; enlightens 
w, when sitting in darkness and in the shadow 
of death ; instructs us, when ahenated from God 
through the ignorance that is in us ; leads us to 
Jeans, when far from him hy wicked works ; 
subdues the enmity of our hearts, and reconciles 
OB to God, when enemies and enmity against 
him. He regenerates but once, but he renews 
us often. If once bom of the Spirit we die no 
more: but we often need to be revived, and 
quickened, and refreshed. He sometimes works 
upon the soul immediately, but most generally 
it ia through the word. The word of itself has 
no power to revive or renew us, it is only mighty 
through God. It is the sword of the Spirit, by 
which he slays the sinner; and the healing balm, 
by which he heals the saint. If the word comes 
home, if a spirit of prayer is awakened, if a thirst 
for GU>d is experienced, if the comforts of the 
gospel are enjoyed, if we overcome sin, it is 
the effect of the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 

Eternal Spirit! Lord of light! 

Throned in the heaven of heavens above, 
Descend in thy renewing might. 

Come in tlie glory of thy love : 
Jtevlve my soul renew my hs.irt, 
TUjr own uadying life imp&rt. 



58 FKURUARY 27. 

IJiave loved thee with an e*)erla8ting love. 
Jer. xxii. 3. 

jij ! n OD*S love to his people, in every view of 

^ is wonderful. They are so mean and 
,, significant, so sinful and depraved, that one 

!^i{ ;, but wonder that he should at all regard th< 

But his ways are not our ways, nor his thong 
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r|!] our thoughts. He loves his people, just beca 

■\} . he will love them ; not looking for any thin| 

[ij them to induce him to do so. We cannot tr 

Li] : his love to its beginning, for it is eternal ; 



'•i 

I 



can we trace it to its close, for it is everlasti 
He ever did love us, he does love us now, 



55 he ever will love us. His love is sovereign 

!||[:' freely exercised ; his love is immutable, or ne 

^-i , varies ; his love is fruitful, or the source of 

numerable blessings ; and his love is everlasti 
or will endure for ever. Beloved, if Grod 1 
us, no matter who hates us. If God love us, 
wUl not allow any thing to harm us. If ( 
love us, he will certainly supply us. But if ( 
^ , love us, he will expect us to love him in retu 

f • and if his love to us is so great, he will exj 

us to love him above every thing beside. 

I Since thy love had no beginning, 

'I And shall never, never cease; 

'■ Keep, keep me, Lord trom sinning 1 

Guide me in the way of peace I 
Hake me walk \tv 

All tiio paths of UoUiieba. 



FEBRUARY 28. 69 

Take heed and be quiet. — Isa. vii. 4. 

BUT they were threatened with au invasioD, 
and appeared to be in imminent danger. 
Can it be wise, or prudent, to be still ? What- 
ever God commands is right. We ought to obey 
God. We are not in the power of any creature. 
The danger is rather apparent than real. Let 
us take heed to our tongties, that we do not 
speak unadvisedly, and so dishonour God. Let 
us take heed to our temperSf that we do not give 
way to passion, and so distress ourselves. Let 
us take heed to our wayy that we do not go out 
of the right path, and so give our enemies an 
advantage over us. God says, " Be quieC Let 
not fears agitate thee. Let not appearances 
appal thee. Let not doubts discourage thee. 
Be calm as the child in its parent's arms. Thy 
God rules. His hand is in every event, though 
you may not see it. Thy God is with thee, he 
was never nearer to thee than just now. Thy 
God is for thee, pledged by promise and by oath. 
He will guard thee with his invisible presence. 
He will keep thee by his power. He will inter- 
pose on thy behalf when it is necessary. 

When I can trust my all with God, 

In trial's fearful hour,— 
Bow, all resiRn'd, beneath the rod, 

And bless his sparing power ; 
^ Joy springs up amid distress,— 
A fouDtuiu in tlie wilderness. 



60 FEBBUARY 29. 

Bahes in Christ, — 1 Cor. iii. 1. 

ALL believers are in Christ, and have the same 
privileges; bat all believers are not of the 
same stature. Some are fathers, some are young 
men. and some are only babes in Christ. The 
babe is born of God and has spiritual life, but 
it has little knowledge and less strength. Every 
babe breathes forth its desires in prayer at God^s 
throne, but many of them cannot call God father, 
or enjoy boldness at his throne. The eye ie 
opened to see something of its sinful state, in 
consequence of which it seeks an interest in 
Jesus; but the sight is not strong enough to see 
its title to Christ, or the smiling face of its lov: 
ing father. A babe is soon alarmed, and, when 
alarmed, clings closer to its parentis breast ; and 
a babe in Christ is very timid, but it cleaves 
closer to Jesus the more it is terrified or alarmed. 
Some babes are very fretful and uneasy; and 
some young Christians have little patience or 
solid comfort, on account of the workings of un- 
belief and unfounded fears. The babe cannot 
digest strong meat, but must be fed with milk; 
and many believers are unable to feed upon the 
glorious doctrines of the gospel, but must always 
have lighter food, as invitations and promises. 

Jesns In whom the Godhead's rays 
Beam ^rth in mildest majesty, 
/ nee thee full of titith and grac^ 
Ahd come for all I want to lUtse- 



MARCH 1. 61 

The Samour of the world. John. iv. 42. 

JESUS is the Saviour of sinners, of sinners of 
every nation under heaven. The Jews 
fencied that salvation was to be confined to 
them, but it is sent unto the Gentiles. There 
is now no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek, all have sinned, all need salvation, Jesus 
is able to save all, and all are welcome to seek 
and find salvation in him. The gospel excludes 
no one. There is no sinner but what Christ 
can save. There is no sinner but he is willing 
to save, if that sinner is willing to be saved 
by him. But how does he save ? He fulfilled 
the precepts of the law in his life, and he paid 
its penalty in his death. His one sacrifice 
made an infinite atonement for sin. It met 
and satisfied all the claims of divine justice. 
In his life and death he did all that was neces- 
gary to procure the pardon, justification, and 
eternal life of poor sinners. His resurrection and 
ascension to heaven prove this. And now he 
places to the account of every sinner that be- 
lieves on him, the merit of what he did and 
suffered. Thus, " as by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous " Kom. v. 19. 

Come to Clirist, your sins confessing; 

Grace and glory he can give; 
Pardon, peace, with every b\es8\nR— 
AU arc yonrg it you bcileve. 



62 MARCH 2. 

Of whom shall I be afrcadf Ps. xxvii. 1. 

JF you are in Christ — li' yon are following that 
which is good — ^if you are living and walk- 
ing by faith — if you are aiming at God^s glory 
in all you do — ^you need not be afraid of any 
one. For in Christ, you are safe from danger — 
while you follow that which is good, nothing can 
harm you — living and walking by faith, you will 
overcome every difficulty and conquer every 
foe — ^and while aiming at God's glory, he will 
support, supply, and defend you. David could 
say, '^The Lord is my light and my salvation ; the 
Lord is the strength of my life," and therefore 
he fearlessly asks, ^^ Of whom shall I bea&aid." 
The guilty may fear, but you are pardoned. 
The friendless may fear, but God is your friend. 
The defenceless may fear, but the Lord is 
your defence, and the Holy One of Israel is 
your King. The idle may fear, but you are 
employed in the Lord's service to his praise. 
Whom should you fear? Satan? he is a con- 
quered foe. The world ? Jesus has overcome 
the world. Death? It is abolished; it is de- 
destroyed. 

love divine! to thee I owe, 
Ten thousand praises here belovr, 

And everlasting songs: 
Take thon my body, spirit, soul, 
Claim, and possess, and use live vr\\oW 
lb tlwti tlic KJiule bulon^s. 



MARCH 3. C3 

His secret is with the righteous, — ^Prov. iii. 32. 

SECRETS are kept for friends. A wise man 
will not open his mind to a stranger. So 
there are secrets in God^s word, and secrets in 
God*8 ways, which are only made known unto 
his people. This is a proof of his love to them, 
as JesQB said to his disciples, '^I have called you 
firiends, for all things that I have heard of my 
Esther, I have made known unto you." John 
XV. 15. There is secret communion carried on 
between God and the Christian, to which mere 
professors are strangers. There are secret com • 
munications made, which none know but he 
that receiveth them. A secret blessing attends 
the reading of the word, and the ordinances of 
divine appointment. The love of God is se- 
cretly shed abroad in the heart, producing 
peace, joy, and assurance of interest in his 
&vour. A secret power is exerted, by which 
duties are performed, privileges are enjoyed, 
trials are borne, enemies subdued, and all things 
made to work together for good. Many profes- 
sors of religion perform duties, talk of divine 
things, and pass for Christians ; but they are not 
in the secret. All is formal. There is no secret 
union to Christ, or intercourse with Christ. 

Tliough affliction's dreary train, 
FJutter round my trembling bomV, 
Sorrow, angnisii, grief, and pain, 
A secret floinetliing sweetens aW. 



64 MARCH 4. 

Neither give place to the deviL — ^Epbes. iv. 27. 

SATAN is pleased to see U8 angiy, and en-* 
deavours to render us implacable. Bat' 
when betrayed into a passion, we should realiM 
its sinfulness, confess it before God, and be 
ready to forgive those who have provoked 
us. To indulge in a passionate, or a salky 
temper, is to give place to the devil. He is 
sure to tempt us to do so, but he should be 
firmly and constantly resisted. If we give 
place to Satan, we shaU become revengeful, 
unforgiving, and hardened ; and if we yield to 
him in one point, he will soon try us upon an* 
other, and will never cease until he lead us to 
apostacy or backsliding. He is always watch* 
ing us, plotting against us, and seeking to draw 
us into sin. We should therefore be very con- 
cerned to maintain a tender conscience, to be 
humble before God, and to walk in close and 
intimate fellowship with the Lord Jesus, who 
overcame him for us, and will overcome him by 
us. Satan will often try to harden and mislead 
us, by suggesting that we should maintain our 
dignity, and refuse to humble ourselves. 

Giro me, Lord, a humble mind, 
Make me courteous, meek, and Vind; 
Cure my temper, keep my heart, 
Let me ne'er ft-om thee depart ; 
Help me to o'ercome my fo<j. 
And in lue thy mercy bUww. 



MARCH 5. C5 

Glory fe in his holy name. — Fb. ct. 3. 

T Hlg Lord's name reveals his nature. It is 
written out partly on the works of nature ; 
btit Hs full revelation is in the person and work 
of Jesus. Here we learn what Grod is. What 
are his thoughts respecting us. What he is 
wilHng to do for us, or confer upon us. God is 
in Christ. ''No man hath seen God at any 
time ; but the only begotten Son which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.'* 
John i. 18. If we would know God's name, we 
mast study Christ. Our minds must dwell 
upon what he wrought, what he taught, and the 
graces which shone forth in his conduct. Ex- 
cept we know the Lord's name, we shall never 
troBt in him ; except we trust in him, we shall 
never love him; and except we love him, we 
shall never glory in his holy name. But if we 
doL know his name, we shall reverence it, and 
glcry in it. We shall commend it to others, 
and exhort them to learn it, love it, and enjoy 
it.l We shaXi praise it, celebrating its excellen- 
cieain our songs of thanksgiving. Beloved, let us 
not glory in our health, or wealth, or attainments, 
or standing in society, or any thing that pertains 
to this world; but let us glory in the Lord. 

Nature and time, and earth and skica, 

Thy heavenly akiJl proclaim : 
What ahull we do to make us wise, 
ISutluuru tortmd tUy uanio. 



QCy MARCH 6. 

I am he which searchedh (he reins and ffis hearts. 

Rev. ii. 23. 

JESUS must be the Omniscient Gk>d, or he 
could not do so ; and he must desire truth 
in the inward parts, or he would not do so. His 
eye is always upon us, not only on our path, and- 
our outward actions, but upon our hearts. He 
is perfectly acquainted with eyery motiye, with 
eve'ry purU" and with Wpl- : aU i. 
known unto him. This should make os sen- 
ous, for it is a solemn thing for the eye of Jeans 
to be penetrating through all the folds of our 
hearts. It should make us honest, for he must 
hate all mere pretence, or outward show, with 
which the heart does not correspond. It should 
make us watchful oyer our hearts, for if we ne- 
glect to examine or keep them, he does not with- 
draw his eye from them. Let us then endeayoor 
to pass through this day, realizing the fact, that 
Jesus is searching our reins and our hearts ; and 
let us learn to abhor all hypocrisy, or mere out- 
side show, as he abhors it. Beloyed, he sees all 
the good that his Spirit produces in our hearts, 
as well as all the evil which is naturally there. 

Jcsas, thou Omniscient Saviour, 

Known to thee is all I do : 
All my thouff?Us, and teords^ and actinut, 

Lie before thy piercing view: 
lAit thy blood for me avsAV 
Let thy gracQ o'er dn v^e^'^^ 



MARCH 7. C7 

He ffiveih grace unto the lowly, — ProT. iii. 34. 

2IIN destroyed humility and made us proud.! 
^ but grace restores it and makes us lowly. 
fVliatever a man may be, if he is not humble, he 
I not a Christian. Humility is always lovely, 
sd is highly esteemed of God. Nothing will 
aake us so happy, or fit us for usefulness, like 
lumility. The humble may have any thing he 
lesires, for God will withhold nothing from him. 
lot his humility will preserve him from desiring 
rhat would be injurious to himself, or unbecom- 
Dg in God to bestow. Beloved, let us seek 
;imce to make us humble — let us cultivate a 
owly disposition; and if we have right views of 
luraelves, right feelings toward God, and a cor- 
act estimate of the things of time, we shall be 
iiimble. Then the Lord will visit us, dwell 
nth us, and revive us. When the Lord comes 
o visit us, he brings abundance of grace with 
dm; if he dwell with us, he will give grace 
plentifully unto us ; and if he give grace thus 
ilentifully unto us, we shall be graceful, happy, 
ad useful. The humble man is Grod*s temple, 
rhe humble heart is God^s throne. The humble 
aint is God's delight. May we be clothed with 
lumility, and walk in love. 

Lordf for ever at thy side 
Maj my place, my portion i)€; 
Strip me of the robe of pride ; 
CJut/ie me with hamillty 




MARCH 8. 

led for thee, — ^Luke xxii. 32» 
d for Peter in the prospect of hU 
knew the designs of Satan, he 
my had desired to have him that 
him as wheat, but as the great In- 
pleaded with his Father for him: 
lid for Peter, he does for us. Sweet 
i, Jesus knows all Satan^s designs 
ants, and he prays for us that our 
ot fail I He watches that foe, and 
over us. Whenever he pleads he 
the Father always hears him. This 
Drt when our hearts are cold, strait- 
prayerless; we have one in heaven 
for us. We may lose the prayers 
ather, or a fondly attached mother; 
"ayers of Jesus can never be lost, 
prayers filed in heaven for us this 
hich are to be answered this day; 
5 get beyond the prayers of Jesus, 
i with him where he is to behold his 
us comfort ourselves with this, unde? 
)ws, in all our trials, in the midst o 
Eivements, — Jesus has prayed for m< 

la my Advocate hath been, 
nd by the fiery darts assail'd 
kitan, and the world, and sin, 
y &itb hath never wholly failM: 
s^ on whom I still depend, 
keep me /aithful io the eud. 



MARCH 9. 60 

Honour the Lord with thy mbstanee, — Prov. iii. 9 . 

WE received it from him, and we should con- 
secrate it to him. Upon every thing that 
we possess, we may write, This is from God. 
He gave it to us. He intended it for our good, 
to make us happy and to make us holy. As 
every mercy comes from him, it should lead us 
back to him. We cannot honour God by hoard- 
ing or by wasting: neither the miser nor the 
prodigal honour the Lord. But we may by en- 
Joying and employing. Let us honour the Lord 
by acknowledging him as the author of all we 
have, and by praising him for all we receive. 
Also, by employing our property in his service, 
for the comfort of his poor and the spread of his 
truth. Let a portion be separated from the rest, 
H just and becoming portion, and let us write 
c^n it, This ia for God, If some professors 
did so, would they not feel ashamed of the quan- 
tity, or of the season when it is set apart ? No 
niggard, if a professor of religion, can succeed* 
God hates niggardliness in those who profess 
his name, but he '^ loveth a cheerful giver.** If 
we ^ve, let us honour God in doing so : let us 
see to it that our motive is good; that our object 
is good; and that the proportion is good. 

With my substance I will honour 

My Redeemer and my Lord ; 
Wsre ten tbon wnd worlds my raaixoi, 
aJ were nothing to his wovil. 



70 MARCH 10. 

Christ haffb once suffered for sins. — 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

SIN is the cause of all suffering. €k>cl punisbos 
nothing but sin. If therefore we suffer, it is 
a proof that we have sinned. But Jesus suffer^ 
ed. Had he sinned ? No ; " he did no sin, nei* 
ther was guile found in his mouth.'* Why then 
did he suffer ? Because he was the substitute of 
sinners. He engaged to bear our sins, to suffer 
in our stead, to make atonement for our trans- 
gressions ; and therefore, when he appeared on 
earth, he was treated as if he had been guilty of 
our sins. '^ He bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree." He died as our Surety to pay our debt, 
and to obtain our honourable release ; and now, 
when we believe on his dear name, we are treat- 
ed as if we had done what he performed. Out 
sins were all imputed to him, and his whole 
righteousness is imputed to us. This is the 
mystery of the gospel. This is God's method of 
justification. If Jesus suffered for my sins, I 
shall never suffer for them ; but if I believe in 
him, he did suffer for them; therefore, as a be* 
liever, God will never punish me for my iniqui- 
ties. to realize and enjoy this I 

He offered up himself entire, 
And never need the deatli rcpeiit; 

Justice can nothing more require, 
The sacrifice is all complete; 

And, seated at h\a Falhtv'a b\CLu, 
lie resta, for ever bl«Y\ftv:vL 



MARCH 11. 71 

Teack me thy way, Lord, — Va. Ixxxvi. 11, 
'OTB all need divine teaching, for our igno- 

> < lance is great, and there are many evil 
influences operating upon us. If we have dis- 
coyered our ignorance, we desire to be taught 
of God. If we desire to be taught of God, 
he has promised to teach us; he has said, 
" I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with 
mine eye.*' This is a very suitable and a very 
precious promise; a promise which we should 
plead until it is fulfilled. The Lord^s way is 
that course which we should pursue ; that path 
which he has marked out for us in his word. It 
leads to acceptance with him, and enables us to 
glorify him. There is the way of salvation, by 
faith in Jesus ; in which way we obtain freedom, 
peace, and holiness. There is the way of obe- 
dience, which is a practical conformity to his 
precepts. In this way the Lord meets with us, 
cheers us, gives us more grace, and makes us 
honourable and useful In this way we find 
many difficulties, there are many things to per- 
plex, confuse, and try us. It is a way that 
requires constant self-denial, and the surrender 
of our wills to the will of God. 

Divine Instructor, lest I stray, 
teach my erring feet thy way : 
Thy truth, with erer freah delight, 
Sf-nU guide my doubtful steps iirli;\vt. 



72 MARCH 12. 

Being bom ogam, — 1 Pet. i. 23. 

ANEW birth is absolutely necessary. Ko 
one can possibly be saved without U. 
Therefore Jesus told Nicodemus twice, that he 
must be bom again. As our first birth was 
necessary to bring us into this world, and fit us 
for its employments and enjoyments, so a second 
birth is necessary to bring us into the Church of 
Christ, and fit us for its duties and privileges. 
No new birth, no true happiness here. No new 
birth, no heaven at death. But hpw shall I 
know that I am bom again ? If prayer to God 
becomes natural, and is enjoyed ; if we over- 
come the world, instead of being led away by 
its follies and its fashions ; if we hate sin obs ain^ 
and strive and pray for deliverance from it ; if 
we love our enemies, because Christ commanded 
it ; and love the saints, because they are holy ; 
if we trust in the finished work of Christ, and 
glory in his cross; if we feel a deep concern 
for the salvation of others, and are zealous in 
spreading abroad the truth, that Jesus may be 
honoured; then, beyond a doubt, we are born 
of God. Beloved, have you these evidences? 
Ifave you any of them? Let nothing satisfy 
you but the knowledge that you are bom again. 

Saints produce the frolts of f^aco 
In the works of righteou^mcss t 
Bom of God, they hate a\\ *\x\ ; 
God'* pure word abidvA \s\U\v\i. 



MARCH 13. 7^ 

Thy mercy J Lord, held me up. — Ps. xciv. 18. 

WE are at best poor tottering creatures, never 
fit to be lefb alone for one moment. And 
then the road ^re have to travel is dangerous, 
and the path oflten slippery. One incautious 
step involves us in many long and severe trou- 
bles. Nor are we ever sure, but that our foot 
may next be placed on ice. Circumspection, 
therefore, is absolutely necessary ; but circum- 
spection alone is not sufficient to preserve us. 
The prayer of David is always suitable — " Hold 
thou me up, and I shall be safe : and I will have 
respect unto- thy statutes continually." The 
moment we take our eye oflf the Lord, Satan 
redoubles his efforts to trip us up. The Psal- 
mist felt himself going; he cried, "My foot slip- 
peth !*^ and mercy stepped forward, and caught 
him before he was down. That mercy can up« 
hold us. It is our friend. It is pledged to us 
in the promise. But it must be sought. It must 
be honoured with a place in our minds. It must 
also be trusted. We must daily feel that we 
need to be upheld, — ^that we have no claim upon. 
God, — ^that we can look to mercy alone to up- 
hold; and living under these convictions, we 
shall tnist in the mercy of the Lord for ever. 

Who loves me so well» my Ilelper has been, 
And saved me from hell^ and saved me frwix «.\\\ 
His ffraciouH protection J jdvfiilly prove, 
Ws strength ofnifcctiou, his fi:cVmg:s of \oxe. 



74 MARCH 14. 

All things that the FcUher hath are mine. 
John xvi. 15. 

HERE is an indirect proof of the Divinity of 
Jesus ; for if he claims and possesses all 
that the Father hath, he must be God. But all 
things that the Father hath, belong to Jesus ; 
that Jesus in whom we trust, to whom we are 
united, and with whom we shaU Uve for ever. 
Jesus possesses the Divine nature equally with 
the Father, and is God over all, blessed for ever- 
more. He claims all the Divine attributes and 
perfections ; and they are all ascribed to him in 
the Holy Scriptures. He wears all the Divine 
^ames, and shares in the honour of all the Divine 
works. His are all the boundless resources of 
the universe. As all things were created by 
him, so also they were created for him. AH 
power is given unto him in heaven and in earth; 
therefore we may look to him for all we need, 
flee to him from all we fear, and trust him with 
all we value. Let us this day exercise our 
minds on this glorious fact. Precious Lord 
Jesus, help me to rejoice in thee, expect from 
thee, and labour by all means to glorify thee I 

Jesus, is there not in thee, 
Grace, sufficient grace for me ? 
liCt me now, with thee, receive 
AH thou dost to sinnera c;ivc ; 
All thou hast, and aW t\\w\ wvV, 
-Drt'cll for ever \n my \\e;vvl\ 



MARCH 15. 75 

In the Lord ham I righteousness and strength. 
Isaiah xIy. 24. 

EVERY believer proves that he has neither in 
lumself. The longer he lives, the more 
deeply he feels that he must look out of himself 
for the righteousness that is to justify him be-* 
fore God, and daily go to the Saviour for 
strength to conquer sin, overcome the world, 
perform duty, resist Satan, and glorify God. 
What an unspeakable mercy it is, that this 
morning the Lord whom we worship is our 
righteousness ; that the perfect obedience of the 
Lord Jesus is unto all and upon all that believe 
without any difiference. Every one of us who 
believe in Jesus, have a perfect righteousness ; 
and in him shall all the seed of Israel be justi- 
fied, and shall glory. In the Lord also we have 
strength ; strength is provided for us, and pro- 
mised to us. Let us therefore go boldly to the 
throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help us in every time of need. 
Oar righteousness and strength being in the 
Lord, they are always the same ; they can never 
be forfeited ; they will never be lost. Let iis 
then look up and say, " He is. near that justiti- 
eth me, who will contend with me ?" 

Jcsns, tliy blood and ri/rhteonsiiess 
My beauty are, my frJoriom dress ; 
-Jfidst ffaming worlds, in these arravod, 
mtJijoy shall T lift np my hvm\. ' 



7G MARCH 16. , 

Whose I am, — ^Acte xxvii. 23. 

WE are all the Lord^s by creation : ** it U hf 
that hath made as, and not we ocuiBelvesJ* 
He produced us by his power, and intended Qf 
for his glory. But the generality withhold £rp«| 
God his right. They do not own him, worship 
him, or obey him. He is not in all thiMf 
thoughts. But this was not the case with Pa«L 
He had made a surrender of himself to QoA* 
He had consecrated all his powers to his sertica* 
He sought by all means to promote his caus^ 
and advance his glory. He was the Lord's oialf 
by adoption and grace. He was the Lord's Sttv 
vant by solemn engagement. He had giTMi 
himself to God, and he recognized Gkid as^hip 
owner, sovereign, and master. He consulted 
God's will. He was employed in God's woodk;. 
He expected God's protection. He was now im 
danger, but his God sent an angel to assure 
Iiim of his safety, and to comfort him in his 
sorrow. The Lord always cares for his own. 
He never did neglect a faithful servant, or fail 
to bless an obedient child. Beloved, are you 
the Lord's? Do you recognize his right to 
you? Have yQU entered into engagements 
with hira ? If so, you are in a happy state. 

If I am thine, Ix)rd, let me be 
Kntircly set apart for thee*. 
If T Hm not thy rifiht wwTt, 
Tliia luoiiieiit claim and wVu v\\y \vv.'mX. 



MARCH 17. 77 

Fear not: for I have redeemed (hee, 
Isa. xliii. 1. 

ISRAEL needed redemption both from Egypt 
and Babylon, and the Lord redeemed them* 
We needed j;o be redeemed from sin, Satan, and 
the present evil world, and Jesus has become 
oar Redeemer. The price of our redemption 
#afl his precious blood; the power that effects 
our deliverance is the power of his Holy Spirit. 
^he l^al difficulties were all removed when he 
died in our stead, but we were as really en- 
thnJled and held in bondage as if no price had 
t>een paid for our release; therefore it was 
necessary that power should be exerted, and 
tM9 has been done, and we are now the redeemed 
iof the Lord. He redeemed us because he loved 
^; because he had set his heart upon us; 
because he intended to glorify himself in us, 
before angels, devils, and men. Having re- 
deemed us he bids us not fear. For having 
pforchased us so dearly, he will not easily part 
with us : having delivered us when we were Ids 
'f<ie»^ he will certainly take care of us now we 
'ftre his friends. Still it seems natui-al to fear. 
But he who redeemed us says, ^^ Fear not^firr 
I am with thee, I mil keep theey 

Why shonldst thou fear, when I am thine, 

When all I am, I am for thee? 
If thou art weak, ID7 strength diviutt 
Is perfect in iatlnuity. 



78 MARCH 18. 

They have not all obeyed the gospel, 
Horn. X. 16. 

AND does the gospel require obe^ence? Yes : 
it commands us to repent of sin ; to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ ; to pray, always and 
not to faint ; to confess Christ before men ; ta 
glorify God in our bodies and spirits which are 
God^s ; and to consecrate ourselves and all we 
have to the Lord's glory. But comparativ^y 
few obey the gospel. Reader, do you? Are 
you daily sorrowing for sin ? Are you placing 
your entire confidence in Jesus, and resting on 
his finished work alone for acceptance with 
God ? Do you pray as naturally as you breathei 
and pray for all you need or desire ? Have you 
confessed Jesus before your fellow-men, and 
taken up the apostle's determination to glory 
only in his cross ? Do you aim at God's glory 
in every purpose you form, in every plan yea 
draw, in every work you execute ? Have you 
consecrated your person, property, and talents, 
to the Lord ; and do the ministering angels see 
written upon all you have, " This is the LortTaf " 
Solemn inquiries these ! Let them sink down 
into your heart. Take them, and search your 
heart with them. 

Tarn and claim me as tliine own, 
Be my portion, Lord, alone; 
Id mc all thy grace d\h\Aay, 
And thy gospel I'll obey. 



MARCH 19. 70 

lie will sujctUow up death in victory. 
Isa. XXV. 8. 

DEATH is the fruit of sin. It is God's stand- 
ing testimony against it. It is man^s 
enemy. It is the object of the sinners dread. 
It has filled many saints with fear and alarm. 
8ome are all their life time subject to bondage 
through the fear of death. It is a solemn event. 
The consequences are momentous. We must 
die. No one can escape it. No one willf except 
those who are alive when Jesus comes. But 
though it is a foe, and a terrible one too, it can- 
not really hurt a Christian. It is not now a 
curse, but often a blessing. As a penal evil it 
is abolished. It will be swallowed up in victory. 
The monster has lost its sting, and it will lose 
its existence. The victory of Jesus over it will 
be complete, manifest, and eternal. There shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain ; for the 
former things are passed away." Rev. xxi. 4. 
It will be as perfectly done away, as completely 
lost sight of, as the stone that is cast and 
swallowed up in the depths of the sea. 

Ah, grant me, Lord, in death to find, 
lliat death is swallowed up in tliec. 
While on thy loving breast reclin'd 

I gnsp for imraortality I 
riirchas'd by thine expiring Rroan, 
AndSsctitia my heait made kuovvu 



80 MARCH 20. 

Ye are scmctifiedm — 1 Cor. vL 11. 

THE Corinthians were by nature dreadfblW 
depraved, but where sin abounded, -gnufe 
did much more abound. They were orated 
anew in Christ Jesus, they were sanctified hf 
the power of the Holy Ghost. To be sanctified 
is to be separated from sinners ; to be delivered 
from the power of sin, and to be set apart for 
God. Sanctification begins in r^eaeeatiani 
There is no holiness in any one of Gk>d*s fidlen 
creatures, until regenerated by the Holy Spirits 
We may separate ourselves from others, but we 
shall not be truly sanctified to God, unleBS ire 
ace renewed in the spirit of our minds. Eveiy 
truly sanctified person loves holiness, prays fbot 
holiness, and strives for holiness. In vain de 
we boast of a sound creed, rejoice in ohmch 
privileges, or expect heaven at death, exc^ 
we redly desire and seek to be holy. But, if 
we mourn over sin, fly to the fountain of <i 
Saviour's blood, and strive for conformity to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, unquestionably we ire 
sanctified, as the Corinthians were, ^'in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God." Beloved, are you sanctified ? Your G<h1 
says, " Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

Lord, let tby grace with sweet control, 

Bind all the feelings of my soul ; 
Bid all its vanities depart, 
And (ivcr sway my •wayvfataWiAvx- 



MARCH 21. '81 

On tohom dost ihou trust f — ^Isa. xxxvi. 5. 

THIS is a very important question. Much 
depends on it. Let us therefore apply it 
to oonelves, and to each other. On whom dost 
ijkw trust? On thyself? Then hear God's tes< 
timony, '* He that trusteth in his own heart is a 
fooL" He knows not its weakness, its depravity, 
or its deceitfuhiess ; or he would never trust it. 
On whom dost £%otf trust? On thy fellow-men ? 
Then hear God's threatening, ^* Cursed be the 
man that ti*usteth in man, and maketh flesh his 
arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord: 
for he shall be like the heath in the desert, and 
shall not see when good cometh, but shall in- 
habit the parched places in the wilderness, in a 
salt land and not inhabited.'* Do you say, '* But 
they are wise men, great men, exalted in station, 
excellent in character.'* '^ Put not your trust 
hi princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there 
is no help. His breath goeth forth, he retumeth 
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts per- 
ish." But on whom dost ihou trust? On Je- 
hovah? Jehovah as revealed in Jesus? Then 

take the comfort of God's promise, *' Blessed is 
the man that trusteth *in Jehovah, and whose 
hope the Lord is. 

Happy tlie man^ securely blest, 
Who finds in Jacob's God his rest 
UTiose hope, when tiireateninjB^ changi:^ xviic, 
nrw on JeboYuh*s power relies. 



MARCH 22. 

yoldfast our prof esdon, — ^Heb. iv. 14. 
ve a great, a glorious High Priest; h^ 
made a full atonement for our sins; he 

present his blood before his Father in 
st of all ; he has a tender heart ; he ever 

make intercession for us. We hare 

1 to be the true circumcision^ to trust in 
ed work alone for acceptance with Gt)d, 
Bvote ourselves entirely to his service. 
re are many temptations to draw us 

lead US to trust in something of our 
ioubt either his power or his pity, and 
Iraw ourselves from his service. But, 
I steadfast. Let us be steady. Let us 
; our profession, and prove that we do 
)ming boldly to the throne of grace in 
3, by looking only to him and his perfect 
* our justification and complete salvation, 
levoting our time, talents, and influence, 
romotion of his glory, and the extension 
kingdom. Many have given way to 
ion, many have made shipwreck of faith 
k good conscience, let us therefore watch 
sober. Let us be jealous of ourselves. 

Jesus ever lives to plead 

Ills suffering people's cause, 
Let us then pursue our Head, 

And bear his daily cross,- 
I'.iitbfal unto dcatli rc\nu\n. 
And the crown of life o\/».a.»v. 



MABGH 23. 83 

ItoiU look for him, — Isa. viii. 17. 
Lord often conceals himself from his 
eople. He leaves them, that they may 
the value of his presence, their dependence 
him, and their impotence without him. 
m he withdraws their comfort declines, their 
ipects are beclouded, their enemies are lively, 
. their fears are often strong. They feel de- 
ite, depressed, and alone. And except Satan 
guile them, or the things of time entangle 
em, they begin at once to go in search of him. 
hey look for him in the works of his hands ; in 
iie dispensations of providence; in the ordi- 
lancea of his house ; in the pages of his word ; 
and especially in the closet, where they pour 
oat their hearts. They go forward, but he is 
not there ; and backward, but they cannot per- 
ceive him ; on the left hand where he doth work, 
but they cannot behold him ; he hideth himself 
on the right hand, that they cannot see him. 
Then they passionately cry, ** Oh that I knew 
where I might find him I" Disappointed, and dis- 
pirited, they fear, fret, and perhaps complain ; 
but they cannot give up, still they cry, " / will 
look for him," 

i>isconsolate, forsook, 
Jesus, for thee I look: 
Only thou ray heart canst cheer, 
Comfort with thyself rcstove; 
Show thyself the Comforter, 
Cuinc. and never leave me movii. 



81 MARCH 24. 

O'hI .'pured wt the angels thai simieil. 
2 Pet. iii. 4. 
TUEN, ia it nat wonderful that he should ipaip 
J- us? They were more noble in their iwlure, 
and more exalted in their station; yet irbtntb»f 
sinned God did not spare them, bat cast then 
down to hell. Nor would he have spared bb, 
but for the method of his grace ; hj which hii 
Son became our substitute, took oar responn- 
bility, came into our world, and acted as oh 
surety. And when he appeared in this chanc- 
ter, he was dealt with accordingly, be waa not 
spared, therefore we read, "He ^ared tM 
his own Son, but delivered him up for H 
ull." Was not this wonderful, God would Dot 
spore his Son, that be might spare us; ns whs 
were his enemies, and who would hme r» 
maiiied so for ever if he bad not changed <m 
hearts by bis grace? Let us this day r«dea> 
upon the tacts, " God spared not the angels thai 
sinned," " He spared not bis own Son," but bi 
sayH of us, " I will tpare them,aa a nan spatrM) 
his own eon that serveth him." O mystary o 
mercy 1 What depths of love, what height* o 
grace are here I My soul, adore the sovereignty 
and eternally praise the diatinguisbing grace di« 

AnlBliDg woA of KverVlgD tr^cc 

TTut could dlitbigi^ih ntK^ »'. 
Our tniiity treasoaft coU'd ilou^ 



MARCH 25. 85 

O God, my heart is fixed. — Ps. cviii. 1. 

IF 80j and if it is fixed on the right object, it is 
■ an unspeakable mercy. The sinner^s heart 
ean find no rest. It roves from object to object, 
and fixes first on one thing, and then upon an- 
other, but there is no repose. No one can fix 
tibe heart but God ; and if he fix it, it is upon 
himself. Before the heart can be fixed, we must 
be thoroughly convinced of the emptiness and 
vanity of all earthly things. We must be 
weaned from every tiling on earth. We must 
perceive the excellency and glory of God, in the 
person of Jesus Christ. We must be reconciled 
to him, and be assured that he is at peace with 
us. We must believe his precious promise, and 
rely for acceptance on the finished work of Jesus 
akme. We must learn by experience the sweet- 
ness of communion with him. We must either 
be driven by tiials, troubles, and disappoint- 
fDcnts from all our broken cisterns, to him as 
the fountain of living waters ; or be drawn by 
the powerful influences of the Holy Spirit, to 
build our all upon him as the rock uf ages. The 
sold first fixes on the work of Christ, then on his 
glorious person, and ultimately on God as re- 
vealed in Christ. 

My God. now fix my wandering lipart. 

And let it centre in thy love; 
Tliy sanctifyiDfT Krace impart, 
A'orht inn after idols rove. 



80 MARCH 26. 

He is the propUiationfor our sins, — 1 Jolin ii. 2. 

SIN is an insult offered to Qod. It awakens 
his displeasure, calls for punishment, and 
deserves hell. We have sinned. We daily sin. 
But Grod has devised a way by which sinners 
may approach him, obtain pardon, be reconciled 
to him, and stand high in his favour. Under 
the law, the mercy-seat was the propitiatoiy; 
here the blood was sprinkled, here Jehovah was 
enthroned, here the priest pleaded, here bless- 
ings were dispensed, and here God held com- 
munion with his people. Under the gospel 
Josus is our propitiation ; he has satisfied tiie 
claims of justice, appeased the wrath of God, 
and his glorious righteousness covers and hides 
all our bins. His atonement is our plea, the 
ground of our confidence, and the cause of our 
reconciliation. Jle advocates our cause, he in- 
tercedes for our persons, he renders our services 
acceptable. Precious Saviour, we need no merit 
but thine ; no priesthood but thine ; no sacrifice 
but thine ! Thou shalt be all our salvation and 
all our desire! In thy name will we rejoice, 
and in thy righteousness shall we be exalted. 

Thou sinner's advocate with God, 
My only trust is in tliy blood. 

Thou all-atoning Lamb ; 
The virtue of thy deat\\ \inpart, 
.Spnak comfort to my dTl«>\v^nR^^«>wV 
And toll inc art thy twvwc 



MARCH 27. 87 

Will ye toeary my God also f — Isaiah vii. 13. 
pOD speaks to us in the language of men. 
vT He clothes himself with our passions, and 
speaks to us as if affected in the same way 
with ourselves. Whatever we do in some way 
affects our God. Every action either pleases or 
displeases him. The only thing that is ever 
said to weary God is sin, the sins of his own 
people. They are so provoking, so insulting, so 
daripg. He bade Ahaz ask a sign, and so try 
him. But he said, " I will not ask, neither will 
I tempt [or prove] the Lord." • This was highly 
offensive. It was most ungrateful. It deeply 
affected the Prophet, and he indignantly asked, 
^ Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but 
will ye weary my God also ?" Such conduct as 
ours would weary and wear out our best earthly 
friends : and it is enough to weary our God. He 
bids us trust him, but we give way to doubt. 
He makes the most gracious promises, but we 
do not believe him. He has interposed by an 
oath, and yet we encourage our fears. He bids 
ns prove him, but we refuse to do so. Can 
such conduct be right ? Can it be excused ? 

IIow strange the sin, the guilt how groftt, 

The word of God to disbelieve ! 
Ilis promise meets our lost estate 

With aids we scruple to receive ; 
I>l8trust the proffered help and diu, 
liat her than on its truth rely. 



88 MARCH 28. 

/ mil rejoice. — Ps. Ix. 6. 
TXTHEN we cannot rejoice in possession, WB 
»» may rejoice in hope. If the present be 
gloomy, the prospect is bright and smmy. Qod 
had spoken, and the Psalmist would rejoice; 
because if Gk)d give us his word, he will never 
dishonour it. There are some things in which 
we may always rejoice, therefore the Apostle 
Fays, ** Rejoice evermore." We may rejoice in 
Christ Jesus as a Saviour to the uttermost : so 
that no case can be desperate. We may rejoice 
in Grod as our Father, who will care and provide 
for us in time, and be our portion for evermore. 
We may rejoice that our names are written id 
heaven; and being written there, no one can 
blot them out. We may rejoice, that, let what- 
ever changes may take place in the world or the 
church, we can want no good thing while we 
wnlk uprightly. We may rejoice, even in the 
worst of times, that all things shall work toge- 
tlier for our good. We may rejoice, that however 
full our cup of soiTow may be now, in the next 
world our cup of joy will be full. Beloved, read 
(iod*s promises, study God's character, look for- 
ward to Christ's second coming, and say even in 
the darkest day, " / will rejoice." 

Rejoice evermore in the truth, and the power, 

And thegrsLCt of your heavenly Friend, 
7/7/ to ns who believe he his K\oTy Oiva\v vN>»e, 
And u hin ixilom thr.t never rtwxU eM. 



BLA.RCH29. % 89 

TJben believed they his words. — Ps. cvi. 12. 
JOTHING is so unreasonable as unbelief, and 
J yet nothing is so common. We need nu 
tnmger proof of the depravity of our nature 
;tftt this, that God is the last being that we be- 
£ve« We give credit to what is told us by our 
illow men ; we should receive the report of an 
Dgel. We constantly believe the falsehoods of 
fttan ; but who believes the Lord^s word ? We 
ly by our conduct, " I can believe any one but 
iod| anything but his word.*' Is not this aw- 
ol ? But it is strictly true. Thus Israel acted 
i the desert, and thus we act in our present 
ircumstances. But when did they believe? 
^8t for a short time when they saw his won- 
erful works. But they soon forgat his works, 
nd waited not for his counsel. We often think 
b4it if we saw miracles, or heard a \oice from 
ieaven, we should believe. But we are mis- 
iken. This has been tried, and it has been 
Mind true, that if we believe not Moses and the 
cophets, neither should we be persuaded though 
ne rose from the dead. If God is to be believed 
.e most give us faith. For we never really bo 
£ve him, but as he works faith in our hearts by 
he power of the Holy Ghost. 

Let me not doubt thy holy woni : 

It fllla iny heart with grief: 
/ wonJd believe thy promise, LovOi •, 
O help my unhcUiiC 



00 MARCH dO. 

Christ our passover is sacrificed /or us. 

1 Cor. V. 7. 1 

ISRAEL were in danger, and GU)d was about 
to deliver them. The destroying angel was 
going throughout the land of Egypt to day all 
the first <bom. He had commanded his people 
to take a lamb, to kill it, and to sprinkle its 
blood on the lintel and two side-posts of the 
door of every house, and promised,—" When I 
see the blood, I will pass over you.'^ They did 
so, and they were safe. We are by nature in 
great danger; the ministers of justice are in 
constant motion : but Jesus, as the Lamb of God, 
has been sacrificed for us; and if his blood is 
sprinkled upon us we are safe. There was no 
safety for Israel without blood. J£ the blood 
had not been on the door, they would haye 
been slain : and there is no safety for us without 
blood. Nor is it enough that the blood of Christ 
has been shed : it must be applied. It is blood 
on us, that makes us safe. Beloved, has the 
blood of Jesus ever been applied to your con- 
science ? Are you trusting in it ? Nothing else 
can secure you from the wrath of GU>d. The 
blood must be applied to you, or you perish. 
Examine, how is it with you ? 

Lcrd, thy Spirit now impart, 
To bring me near to God; 
Sprinkle my conscience and mx^xftaxl 
Wnii Giriat* • atonlnR WooA 



MAKCH 31. 91 

Behold, I come cu a thief. — Rev. xvi. 15. 

JESUS will come suddenly when he is little 
expected. His coming will fill many with 
aknn and surprise. His coming in the flesh 
was the hope of the Old Testament Church ; 
his coming with power and great glory, to reign 
before his ancients, is the hope of the New Tes- 
tament Church. Until then, the Church will be 
like the betrothed bride, waiting for the mar- 
riage-day. Until then, believers will groan, 
beii^ burdened. Until then, the old serpent 
will deceive the whole world. Until then, the 
Bouk of the martyrs under the altar will cry, 
" How long, Lord, wilt thou not avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth." Until 
then, the gospel must be preached among all 
nations for a witness. But when Jesus comes, 
he will take his bride to himself; he will silence 
the groans of his saints ; the old serpent will be 
bound and shut up ; the blood of the martyrs 
will be avenged; and the gospel will have 
accomplished its object. Beloved, let us not 
deep as do others, but let us watch. Daily let us 
act as if we expected him to come before evening, 
and let us lie down at night with the thought, 
'* Jesus may come before morning." 

Let all who Jesns know 
To meet their God prepare. 
And pass their every hour beU'V* 
Id wAtchin^ unto prayer. 



92 APRrL 1. 

A Saeiour and agreat on«.— Isa. lii. H 

SUCH was the promise of Gcod to the aniai 
and it has been fulfilled to ua. Hanj i 
ours were raised up at different timeB, andg 
delivEraiicea wera wrought. But there Ji 
comparison between Jeaue, and other deli 
ers. They dehvered from outward foea. 
delivers us fro^m our sina. Thej deliverBd a 
he delivorfl a multitude which do man can n 
her. They delivered for a time, he delivan 
ever. Thay delivered from a few evils, he i 
vera from all- Their deliverances princi| 
affected the body, his embntces the whole i 
Jesus is a grKit Saviour, for lie saves great 
iiRrs, from great bids, by a great sacrifice, 
raises them to the enjoyment of great gl 
He displayed great love, performed a g 
work, eserts great power, and deserves ( 
honour His greatness is unsearchable. 
16 so great, IhatG-od can provide do gre 
HiB name is Jesua. Hia office is to save, 
ju) is to save nil that come unto liim. 
ne\er saw one yet tliat he could not save, 
isas qaver sought by one that he would 
sa^e He saves freely, without price; cheerf 
nithout reluctance; eternally, without failu 



APRIL 2. 93 

Thine anger is turned away, — ^Tsa. xii. 1. 

THE anger of Gh)d is his displeasure against 
sin. It is not a passion like ours, T?hich 
agitates and troubles us; but it is the calm, 
dignified, holy manifestation of his opposition to 
what is wrong. He must hate evil. He will 
always be displeased with sin. But he will not 
always be angry with the sinner. When his 
heart is broken; when his spirit is humbled; 
when he submits to God's righteousness ; when 
he frankly confesses his fault ; when he is wil- 
ling to part with all sin ; when he looks to Jesus, 
and pleads his sacrifice alone for acceptance ; 
Gk>d is pleased, his anger is turned away. He 
now smUes and forgives. Invites the prodigal 
to come near unto him. Sheds abroad his love 
in the heart, applies the precious promise to the 
soul, sprinkles the blood of atonement on the 
conscience, and peace and joy are experienced. 
Then the sinner can say with the prophet, " 
Lord, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away and thou 
comfortedst me.*' Now, God appears as a Father, 
the believer is a reconciled, happy child, what- 
ever happens to him is overruled for his welfare, 
and every trial flows from love. 

For ever srracioos is the Lord, 

For eyer faithful to his word ; 
By sweet experience now, 1 prova 
i/w mercy, his unchanging lovo. 
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Follow me. — John xxi. 19. 

THAT is, copy my example, imitate my c( 
duct, walk as I walked. Jesus is Go* 
living law; the precepts of the gospel walkl 
before us, and speaking to us. But if I foll< 
Christ, where will he lead me? He will Ic 
you to Jordan to confess him ; to the wilderni 
to be tempted with him ; to the house of pra^ 
to worship with his people ; to the sick, I 
poor, and the sorrowful, to labour for him ; 
secret retirement to hold fellowship with hii 
to the world to be persecuted for his sake ; 
the cross to crucify the old man with his deei 
and, finally, to glory, to be for ever with hi 
If you follow Jesus, carnal professors will i 
enjoy your company; the world will not adm 
your course ; nor will Satan allow you to go 
quietly. If you would follow Jesus, your he 
must be renewed, your corruptions must be si 
dued, your motives must be purified, and } 
must become a new creature. If Jesus lead y* 
you will be safe. K you catch his spirit, co 
his life, and keep him in sight, you will be pe» 
ful, useful, and happy. 1 to imitate Jesus 
day, in his lovely spirit, holy life, and use 
death ! 

Lord, I would thy serrant be. 
Give me power to follow thee^ 
Power to die the death dlvNtie, 
l^ower to live for ever thiue. 



APRIL 4. 05 

I waUfor the Lord, — Ps. cxxx. 6. 

THIS is a blessed posture, but it is often a try- 
ing one. Every Christian has to wait, and 
waiting is for his good. '' It is good that a man 
sfaiould both hope, and quietly wait for the salva- 
tioo of the Lord." We are kept waiting to try 
U0 — are we sincere? Are we in earnest? Do 
we value the blessing? To stir us up ; we are 
apt to become formal, to settle on our lees, to 
sink into lukewarmness. Tlien comes a trial, 
this sends us to the Lord. He does not appear. 
We go again. We get no answer. We must 
wait. This rouses our energies, reproves our 
folly, and makes us more decided and deter- 
nplned. It is to teach us our dependence. We 
are apt to forget, or lose sight of this. We 
sink into self. We get conceited, or vain. 
Then comes something which shows us that 
we cannot do without the Lord. We go to 
him. He seems to turn a deaf ear to us. We 
go again. We must wait. This humbles us, 
and brings us into our proper place. Beloved, 
is -there any particular blessing which you need? 
Have you asked it of God ? Does he delay to 
give it ? Wait for him. He will appear. His 
time is the best. Wait patiently. 

For God, I look ; with strong desires, 

To God my ardent soul aspires \ 
And hope, still waiting for the Lotv\^ 
Jiests on the promise of his word. 



PC AJfRlh 5. 

They shaU look on him tohoni tkey pierced, 
John zix. 37. 

BLESSED object ! TransformiDgsightl Jesoii 
was pierced by his foes. He was pierced 
for us. He was pierced hy us. His penecu- 
tors were our representatives. We pierced 
him by them. Our sins were the procuting 
cause of all his sufferings. As he died to atone 
tor our sins, so it is only by a faith's view of 
him, as the ^^ pierced one/' that we can be de* 
livered from guilt, freed from condemnation, en- 
joy peace, or walk comfortably with God. 
Header, did you ever Vfbk: on Jesus as pierced 
by your sins? Did you ever mourn for him^ 
and grieve that you had caused him such pain? 
If so, you felt a hatred to sin, a desire to be en- 
tirely freed firom it, and to be entirely devoted 
to him, who died for you, and rose again. O to 
look to Jesus to-day I to see him by £uth 
hanging on the accursed tree I O to be melted 
down in love and grief before him, and to be 
filled with self loathing, self abhorence, and deep 
humility. Fellowship with Christ in his suffer- 
ings will embitter sin, and wean from the world. 

My sins have done the deed. 
Have torn his sacred flesh. 
And made him often bleed. 
And crucified afresh ; 
Tlic man I pierced, 'tta Yie, 't\a\\<i^ 
1 look. I feel him die— for iiw. 



APRIL 6. 1)7 

Whom I serve, — Acts, xxvii. 23. 

EVERY saint is the Lord's servant. He who 
does not serve Christ is not saved by him : 
/or he saves his people that they may serve him 
without fear. Every one who serves God 
aright, worships and adores him ; and every one 
vho worships God aright serves him. Paul 
served God with all humility of mind; with 
courage and fortitude; with submission and 
perseverance ; with delight and love. In serv- 
ing God he was happy, he was safe, he was 
sure of a supply, he was useful. Are you serv • 
ing GU>d? Have you believed his gospel, em- 
braced the Saviour, and trusted his promise? 
This Ues at the root of all acceptable service. 
If you serve God, you may expect great things 
firom him. He will protect you in danger. He 
will direct you in difficulty. He will sup- 
ply you in trymg times. He wUl meet with 
ytm in the field of labour, and hold sweet 
and hallowed fellowship with you. Jesus says, 
'^ if any man serve me, let him follow me ; and 
whsste I am, there shall also my servant be : if 
any man serve me^ him shall my Father honour.'* 

My gracious Lord, I own thy right 

To every service I can pay; 
And call it my supreme delight 

To hear thy dictates and obey: 
/ love to aid thy noble cause. 
And yield obedience to tl\y Uvi*. 



1)8 APRIL 7. 

Theij which are of faith, — Gal. iii. 7. 

SOME are of works, and are labouring at tl 
law to procure salvation, and render then 
selves acceptable to God ; but all such labour 
in vain. Some are of £Edth, or are believers in tl 
Lord Jesus Christ; such are the children 
Abraham, and are blessed with him. Th( 
which are of faith, look to Jesus for salvatio 
fly to him for refuge from the wrath to com 
submit to God^s righteousness, take hold 
God's covenant, receive Christ as God's gi) 
open the heart and admit him to fellowship ai 
communion, affectionately embrace the promise 
feed upon Christ daily as the bread of Hi 
trust in the Lord with all the heart, and wi 
patiently for God in all trials and troubles. B 
loved, are you of faith? If so you have di 
covered your own poverty and emptiness, ai 
the Saviour's adaptation and glorious fulnea 
You acquiesce in God's method of salvatio 
and consent to every part of his gracious cot 
nant. Is it so? If not, consider your al 
solute need of Christ, and that his arms ai 
heart are open to receive you at this moment. 

Tliee, Jesns ftdl of trath and grace, 
My Grod, my Saviour, I embrace, 

To all believers given. 
My Prophet, Priest, and Kixvg receive, 
AnA Jn thy name alone 'beVieve 
-For pardon, ffracc, and Ueaveu. 



APRIL 8. 99 

Keep me, Lord, — ^Ps. cxl. 4. 
T^HE Lord's people are taught by the Holy 
-■- Spirit to pray for what they need; and 
they ftad, in perusing Gh)d's word, that he has 
promised just what they pray for. Every be- 
liever prays to be kept. This is one of his daily 
prayers. He feels that he needs keeping. He 
is weak, his foes are strong. He is inexperi- 
enced, and his dangers are numerous and great. 
He cannot proceed safely, or comfortably, or 
honourably, but as he is kept. He desires to 
be kept from sin, that he may not dishonour 
Gk)d. From self, that he may not injure those 
about him. From Satan, that he may not be 
orercome by him. From the world that he may 
not be ensnared and entangled by it. None can 
keep him but the Lord. No one else has the 
power, the patience, the wisdom, or the love, 
that is necessary. To G jd therefore he cries ; 
before the throne of grace he often appears ; 
fervently he prays to be kept near to God, 
in holy fellowship ; active for God in his day 
abd generation ; and aiming at the glory of God 
as the grand end of his existence. Beloved, we 
shall need keeping to-day, Satan is now study- 
ing us. Our own hearts are false and fickle. 

Keep me, Lord, flrom every sin. 

From every dan^roos foe; 
Prcnerre my coarse and con9c\ouce <i\v:A-:i, 
Wnile I remain below. 



100 APRIL 9. 

The Son of man hath not where to lay his Ji&td. 

Matt. viii. 20. 

WHAT an amazing fact I Here is the Creator 
of all things without a home. The pre- 
Berver of the universe without a habitation. 
The King eternal, immortal, more destitute than 
the birds of the air, or the beasts of the wood* 
'' Every man went unto his own home, Jesus 
went mto the mount of Olives." Every one 
had a home but him. What brought him into 
these circumstances? Love! Love of whom? 
Sinners, the vilest, the basest of mankind I Why 
did he stoop so low ? To raise and fix us high. 
He became poor, that we might become rich. 
He was without a cottage on earth, that we 
miglit possess a mansion in heaven. He was 
destitute in time, that we might possess a 
glorious portion in eternity. my soul, ad- 
mire, adore, and praise, the wondrous conde- 
scension of thy beloved Lord ! Never complain 
of want, or be alarmed at poverty; for Jesus 
has sanctified poverty, and will be a sufEcient 
portion in every time of need. However low 
we may be brought by providence, we never 
can be brought lower than Jesus has been be- 
fore us. O Jesus, how wondrous thy love ! 

Away this soft luxurious prido ! 
A pilgrim rather let me rove ; 
i'onr with the Son of maw ti\>\vSife^ 
Ami have no comfovt, \i\xlYv\%\viNvA 



APRIL 10. 101 

The hope set before us, — Heb. vi. 18. 

AS Burners we have no good hope, we can have 
none without the gospel. But in the 
gospel, eternal life- is set before us as God's 
free gift to sinners, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. This is the hope set before us. This 
hope is founded on Christ, no life but through 
him ; no enjoyment of life, but by union to him. 
Grod hath given unto us eternal life, and this 
Hfe is in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath 
life ; but he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life : but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
The gospel sets eternal life before us as sinners, 
and says, " lay hold on eterual life." It lifts up 
a crucified Saviour, and says, ** Whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life." When first convinced of sin, we feel that 
we must perish ; when directed to Jesus, hope 
springs up ; and this hope is to the soul what the 
anchor is to the vessel, it keeps it from founder- 
ing, or being wrecked in the storm. This hope 
sweetens our trials, cheers us in the gloomy and 
dark day, and attracts us onward when a thou 
sand things combine to perplex and distress us. 

Thrice happy he whose hopes de])cncl 

On Jesus and his blood alone : 
The soul that trusts in such a Friend, 
ShaJJ ne'er hjr foes be overthrown ; 
Eternal life to him Is given, 
Tliegloiiiia and the joys of l;ea\ca. 



102 APRIL 11. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, — Matt. v. 3. 

WE are all spiritually poor, bat all are not 
poor in spirit. To be poor in spirit is to 
be stripped of pride, to be humbled before God, 
to see and feel our numerous wants, and to yield 
without objection or hesitation to God^s plan of 
saving and relieving the poor. Man's heart by 
nature is full of pride, it strives with its Maker, 
refuses to yield to God's method, and rejects 
the invitations of redeeming love. The poor in 
spirit visit God's throne, hope in Gt)d's mercy, 
gladly embrace God's unspeakable gift, yield to 
God's requirements, and bow with submission to 
the dispensations of God's providence. The 
poor in spirit are blessed with faith in Christ, 
acceptance with God, a title to the promises, 
the teachings of the Holy Spirit, and a pros- 
pect of everlasting glory. The poor in spirit 
are often poor in circumstances too, but they 
look to the Lord, trust in his word, expect his 
interference, and taste his love in temporals as 
well as in spirituals. The poor in spirit gladly 
receive Christ, and live upon him as their ever- 
lasting portion. to be poor in spirit ! 

Jesus, on me the want bestow, 
Which all who feel shall surely know 

Their sins on earth forgiven ; 
Give me to prove the Tr\tvrAo\t\ \w\tv<i, 
And taste in holiness d\v\nc. 
The happiness of h©A\ en. 



APRIL 12. 103 

Thou hast coat all my sins behind thy hack, 
Isa. xxxviii. 17. 

SATAN brings our sins before Gh)d^8 face, and 
accoses us with them ; but when we con- 
fess them, and plead the blood of Jesus for the 
pardon of them, the Lord casts them behind his 
back. He will not look upon them to charge 
us with them, or to punish us for them. He 
throws them completely out of sight, and blots 
them out for ever. Sweet view of pardon this I 
Our sins are numerous, aggravated, and great ; 
they come up before God as swift witnesses 
against us; he sends his Holy Spirit to convince 
IM of them, and humble us on account of them ; 
we acknowledge and deplore them ; and then 
the whole of our sins which lay immediately 
under his eye, are cast behind his back where 
DO foe can find them. But when God has cast 
our sins behind his back, we place them before 
onr face, and so repent of them, and set our 
hearts against them. When Nathan said unto 
David, "The Lord hath put away thy sin:" 
David said, " My sin is ever before me." When 
God will not condemn us, we condemn ourselves ; 
and when he has fully forgiven us, we cannot 
forgive ourselves. 

Pardon, Lord, each foul transgression.. 
Through mjr Saviour's dying blood; 
Hearmyfhmk and full confefwion, 
Let me feel the peace of God 



104 APRIL 13. 

• Your life is hid with Christ in God, — Col. iii.3. 

OUR God is our refuge. Christ is in tti< 
Father, and the Father is in Christ. Our 
life is in Christ, and Christ is our life. He- 
represented us. He died for us. He sent his 
Holy Spirit into our hearts, as the Spirit of life. 
He lives for us in heaven. We are identified 
witli him, and our interests are identified with 
his. The union between Christ and us is the 
closest possible. We are members of his body, 
of his flesh, and of his bones. We who are 
joined to the Lord are one spirit with him. As 
the husband and wife are no more twain, but one 
flesh; so Christ and his people are no more two, 
but one. He is the Head, we are his members. 
He thinks for us, cares for us, provides for us, 
listens to us, watches over us, and glories in us. 
He has eternally secured us, by hiding our life 
with himself in the Father. glorious, soul 
supporting truth! May I ever look upon my- 
self flw one with Christy and endeavour to live and 
walk just as Jesus did. My life is a treasure, 
and Jesus to preserve it, hides it with himself 
in God, as in a treasure house. 

Onr real life with Christ concenl'd 
Deep ia the Father's bosom lien, 

And glorious as our Head rcveal'd. 
We sooi: shall meet him In the skic^: 

He conies to brirjf the crowning grucu. 

And near liimscil' his people place. 



APRIL. 14. 105 

The Lord helped me. — Ps. cxviii. 13. 

IF he had not, what would have become of me ? 
Can we not boar this testimony this monv- 
ing, "The Lord helped me." Yes, before 1 
knew his name, before I sought his face, before 
I ventured my soul on the finished work of hi» 
beloved Son, he Iielped me. But since that 
happy period, in how many instances, in how 
many ways, by what a variety of instruments, has 
he helped me. If he had not, conviction would 
have driven me to despair; Satan would have 
led me captive at his will ; inbred lusts would 
have gained the ascendency; my circumstances 
would have overbalanced me ; and I had this 
day been a disgrace to religion, or have been 
shut up in hell. But he said, ^^Ivnll help thee,'''' 
And I have ever found him " a very present help 
in trouble,'''' Here I lift up my Ebenezer, and» 
to the honour of his faithfid love, say, " Hitherto 
the L(yrd hath helped me." Surely then I may with 
confidence conclude, that he will help me in time 
to come, and exclaim as David did, "Behold, 
God is mine helper: The Lord is with them 
that uphold my soul," Ps. liv. 4. Or rejoice and 
say, "Because thou hast been my help, therefore 
in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice." 

My help is in the Lord; 
Tn danger ho is near : 
He wears an all-victorious sword, 
And \\'\\\ fur nie apiicar. 



106 APRIL 15. 

/ love the Lord, — ^Ps. cxvi. 1. 

FRIEND, can you use this language ? Do yon 
really love the Lord ? If so, why do you 
love him? The Psalmist says, "Because hf 
hath heard my voice, and my supplications.** 
The apostle says, "We love him, because he 
first loved us." If we really love God, it is be- 
cause we know him ; because we have applied 
to him, and have proved him gracious ; because 
he has shed abroad his love in our hearts, and 
we know that he has loved us. If you cannot 
say positively that you love him. Do you dents 
to love him ? If so, it is a proof that the Spirit 
lias been working in your heart, for there waa a 
time when you liad no love to God, nor even a 
desire to love him. No one desires to love Gk>d, 
until the enmity of the heart is subdued, the 
beauty of the divine character is perceived, and 
the Holy Spirit has renewed the mind. Enmity 
cannot love, nor desire to love ; but the carnal 
mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither can be," Rom. viii. 
7. If you cannot say, " I love the Lord," cao 
yon not say, — 

I long to love my bleeding Lor«l, 
And listeninj^ for tlie gracious Avord, 

Still at tliy cross 1 bow; 
Thyself as crucified display, 
And thus constrain my ao\\\ \o "^-nv, 

'Jiiou knowst I love \\\c*i iwu;. 



APRIL 16. 107 

Hepreserveth the souls of his saints, 
Ps. xcvii. 10. 
7'ERY creature needs the preserving care 
of its Creator, no power short of omnipo- 
se is sufficient to preserve us. Our weakness 

great, our corruptions are so strong, our 
( are so crafty, and our dangers are so numer- 
f that we are never safe except the Lord 
ps us. We are never in such great danger, 
irhen we fancy ourselves quite safe. "Let 

1 that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
(all.*^ But the Lord has promised to preserve 
saints: they are separated from the world, 
apart for his glory, and inhabited by the 
ly Spirit. They feel that they need pre- 
ration, they exercise faith in God*s promise, 

plead earnestly for it at the throne of divine 
ce. And the Lord will preserve them from 
designs of their foes, from the natural ten- 
cy of inward sin, and from apostatizing from 
own cause. He preserveth them by the 
ms which are naturally likely to injure them, 
painful afflictions, by losses and crosses, by 
Is and temptations, by reproaches and perse- 
ions, by the conflict within, and by opposition 
liout, he preserveth the souls of his saints.*' 

Uis grace shall on his saints descend. 
And keep their souls secure ; 
Fh>m earth and hcU his arm defend. 
And make their victory sure. 



lOS APT.ir. 17. 

They are nolo/ Ike worlil.- 
'pHl^ world and the church 
J- tinct, and mnat reniaia ! 
unbelievers can have 
differ in nature; the 
carnal. They differ 
their conduct; the 
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of Christ, the other by self. They differ ii 
grand object of pursuit; the one seeks O 
glory, the other the gratificadon of his li 
Christians are chosen out of the world; t 
are redeemed from among men ; they are tr 
lated into the kingdom of God's dear Son ; ( 
are consecrated to be the temples of the E 
Ghost, imd are brought into vitAl union i 
the Lord Jesua Christ. They are not of 
world, and therefore mnat not expect to be lo 
by the world; but most come out and be si 
rate, and when they do so, God promises to 
ceive them and to be a Father to them, trea 
them as his sons and danghters. Beloved, 
you of the world? Do you lore the woi 
If so, the love of the Father is not in j 
If we are of (he world, we must share 
world's doom; if separate from it, we shall 
mihed above it. 



APKIL 18. 109 

The Lord is good, — Jer. xxxiii. 11. 

CREATURES are comparatively good, God is 
absolutely good: in this sense, ^* there is 
none good but one, that is God." He is natu- 
rally good, for his nature is the fountain of all 
goodness. He is infinitely good, for there is no 
timit to his goodness. He is eternally good, for 
his goodness will never terminate. He is so 
aoody that he cannot be better. His goodness 
IS immutable, and therefore he will never be less 
good than he is at this moment. He is good to 
all his creatures, and his mercy is over all his 
works. But he is especially good to some. His 
goodness appears in his works, shines forth in 
B^ providence, but reigns in all its glory in the 
s^vation of sinners. Here all the rays of his 

fOodness meet and centre. In the ^t of his 
ear Sou, in the promise of his Holy Spirit, in 
sending his glorious gospel, we see that the Lord 
is good. But in the conversion of our souls, in 
die pardon of our sins, in the justification of our 
persons, in sending the Spirit of adoption into 
our hearts, and in giving us eternal life, we feel 
his goodness and rejoice in it. Yes, the Lord 
is good or he would not have borne with us, nor 
would he have pardoned us until now. 

Thy goodness, Lord, our souls confess, 

Thy goodness we adore ; 
A spring whose blessinii^s cannot fail, 

A 8oa without a sliure. 



110 APRIL 19. 

Believe on the Lord Jcxai Chrinl. — Ads svi 

CHRIST is tbe immediate object of faith, 
believing on him brings salvation to 
soul. He is the Son of God, the sent of I 
the servant of God, aiid as such he bet 
the Saviour of lost and ruined sinners. H( 
all that law and juKlice couM require in ( 
that they mity be pardoned, justified, sancti 
accepted of God, and glorified : and now e 
one that receives God's testimony concet 
him, looks by faith to him, and j^cea c 
decce in him, is saved. Neither in there bi 
tion in any other, or in any other way. Nol 
can cleanse from sin but his blood ; nothing 
justify before Godbut hiErighteounneEs; not 
cui Eanctify us but bis Spirit ; and uotliiii| 
bring these things into our pos^eEsioQ but f 
He that believeth bath everlasting life. By ^ 
lire ye saved through fnith, and that not of y 
selves, it is tliQ gift of God. Reader, do yoi 
sire to be Raved ? Believe on the Lord J 
Ciiriijt, and tkau akalt bt naval. 



APRIL 20. Ill 

O Lord, ihou art my God, — ^Isa. xxv. 6. 

THIS is the greatest thing any one can Bay. 
If the Lord is our God, we ought to be 
teppy : we must be safe. If he is our God now, 
he was not once. There was a time when we 
did not know him, or love him, or believe him, 
or obey him, or hold any fellowship with him. 
We said to God, "Depart from us, for we desire 
not the knowledge of thy ways." If Jehovah is 
our God, it is entirelv of grace. He engaged in 
eovenant to be so. He promised to bring us into 
this glorious relationship. He sent his Holy Spu-it 
into our hearts, in fulfihnent of his promise. That 
bleased Spirit convinced us of sin, led us to Jesus, 
imfolded the promises, applied the atonement, and 
taught OS to say, Abba, my Father and my God. 
If Jehovah is our God, we know his character 
believe his word, love his perfections, walk in 
hm fear, espouse his cause, do his will and look 
fiMT glory, honour, immortality, and eternal life. 
I€ Jehovah is our God, his will is our law, his 
resources are our fortune, his wisdom is our 
guide, his power is our guard, his promises are 
our comfort, his Son is our advocate, his Spirit 
is our monitor, his providence is our protection, 
and his heaven is our home. 

Lord my God, in thee I tinst. 

And on thy ann alone rely, 
For thou art fidthful, wise, and just, 
AMd wUt my every want supiA^-. 



112 ai'K1l21. 

Tliey ihull If all lavg/U of God. — Jolin vi. ■ 

&0D, ss a. Father, engages for the ednoatioi 
a)l his children. Yea, he eiigHgei (o te 
them himself. This being the case the7 6- 
become scbolarB. The Lord does uot teacf 
pvery thing we are capable of learning, but 
that is Tieceesary to tit as for our stations i 
Eiuploynieute. He teaches us to know and loa 
ourselves, to know nnd love the Saviour, 
know and seek deliverance from the law, 
kjiow and embrace the gospel, to know i 
overcome the world, to know and resist Sa 
Bteadfuftt in the faith. Unless we know ourseli 
u'e shall never know Cluiat ; unless we ki 
Christ, we filial! never be delivered from 
law; unless we iire delivered from the law 
shall not cordially embrace the gwpel ; unJ 
we embrace the gospel, we shall never suoci 
fully resist Satan, or overcome the world. I 
an unspeakable mercy to he taught of God, 
what God teaclies ug we kuovr, we are at a p< 
about, 1)0 that no one can dispute us out of 
Ueloved, are you taught of God ? All 
children are, and if you are not taught of G 
where is your proof that you are a child of 6< 
Ue this our daily prayer, " Lord teach mo." 



APRIL 22. 113 

The Lord ia thy keeper, — Ps. cxxi. 5. 

THE Lord's people are the objects of his con- 
stant care. They feel that they cannot keep 
themselves. They realize that they are exposed 
to many foes and dangers. They frequently 
fmt themselves into his hands for protection. 
They daily call upon him to be their keeper 
and guide. And they busily employ them- 
selves in obeying his commands, and doing his 
will. The Lord is engaged to keep all such, 
and he is an omnipotent keeper. He will keep 
them at all times, and in all places. But he 
will especially keep them in times of peculiar 
danger, in seasons of heavy trouble, and in the 
midst of many fears. He will not keep them 
from trouble, but he will keep them from sink- 
ing under it. He will not keep them from 
being exercised with inward corruption, but he 
wHl keep them from being overcome by it. He 
will not keep them from temptations to apostacy 
and other sins, but he will keep them from going 
back into the world. In keeping them, he will 
employ his mighty angels, his special providence, 
his sacred word, and the operation of his Holy 
Spirit. He will keep them because he loves them, 
and because he can glorify himself by doing bo. 

Jesus is my sure defence, 

/ all his care shall prove, 
Kept by his watchful providviwv;^, 
And ever-waking love 



114 APRIL 23 

None ofu8 liveth to himself, — ^Rom. xiv. 8. 

IS this true of professors in general? Is it triife 
of you? Are you living to amass a for- 
tune, to enjoy pleasure, or to acquire a yrori&j 
reputation? Or, are you living as a child of 
God, as a servant of Christ, as a traveller to 
eternity? If we live unto ourselves we are not 
Christians, whatever profeasion we may make. 
For if we are Christians we shall live to promote 
the cause of Christ, to advance the kingdom of 
God, and to glorify God both in our bodies and 
spirits which are God's. If we are Chnstians, 
we shall live in some degree as Christ lived; and 
lie lived not unto himself. What shall we lire 
for to-day? What object have we in view? 
What is our rule? Is it God's word? Who is 
our guide? Is it the Holy Spirit? What is 
our end ? Is it the increase of our sanctification, 
the entire consecration of our powers, and the 
advancement of the Redeemer's cause ? Many^ 
too many, make self the end in all they do. 
Their religious actions as well as their civil, are 
directed to the justification of self. Lord, search 
us, and try us, see if we are living to ourselves^ 

Long as I live beneath, 

To thee oli let me live! 
To t}iee my every breath. 

In thanks and b\eM\xvgft ?>vc\ 
}!•' fo thine ImaRe now rcstoxe. 
Ai:d J sJiall praise ttiee exervuovc 



APRIL 24. U5 

The Lord is righteous. — Ps. cxxix. 4. 

KIGHTEOUSNESS is one of the essential per- 
fections of God. He cannot possibly do 
mnmg. He never injured one of his creatures 
yet, and he never will, yea, he never can. " The 
Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in 
all his works." Righteousness reigns in heaven, 
every creature there is righteous, and every one 
13 there on the principle of righteousness. Eight- 
eoosness reigns in hell, there is no injustice 
there. No one is there who ought not to be. 
No one suffers more than he justly should. Not 
one can say, *^ I have not deserved this." Justice 
«kme punishes, and punishes justly. Righteous- 
ness reigns in salvation, every sinner who 
believes in Jesus is justly saved. No one is in- 
jured by his salvation. Every perfection of God 
has its claim. Every principle of government 
is honoured. Every demand of the law is met. 
Gk>d is just, while he justifies the ungodly who 
believe in Jesus. Yea, he is never more just 
than then. For he does not justify without a 
righteousness, but the perfect work of Jesus is 
placed to his account, it becomes his by gift : 
for him it was wrought, to him it is imputed, as 
his it is reckoned, by a righteous God. 

Right are the dealings of the Lord, 

And all his saints shall prove, 
Whether he smiles, or frowns, or \\\0.vi^ 
All is in perfect love. 



116 APRIL 25. 

The love of the inUh.—2 Thess. ii. 10. 

THE truth of Gk)d is peculiarly lovely, afi ^it 
reflects the image of God, and makes knoifi 
his mind. It is possible to receive the truth, 
and not receive the truth in love. It may be 
f()rced upon us by the power of argument or 
conviction, and not be cordially embraced as aii 
object delightful and lovely. Here the apostacy 
began, this lies at the root of all the errors and 
superstitions of the papacy, "They received 
not the love of the truth that they might be 
saved.'^ The gospel of Christ contains all saving 
truth, and if we see that gospel in the light of 
the Holy Spirit, we shall see that it is lovely 
truth. But no man really loves God's truth, 
until he is "bom of the Spirit;" for "the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto 
him ; neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned." Beloved, have you 
received the truth f Have you received the 
the truth lovingly t Do you really love the truth, 
the whole truth f Or, are you prejudiced against 
any part of it, or are you afraid of it ? If so, pray 
fervently unto God to give you to see truth in all 
its beauty and glory, and then you will love it. 

that we might the Spirit find. 

By Jesus' g^race bestow'd, 
Wliich leads us Into a\\ t\xR Ti\\tvA^ 
Antl all the thlnj^s u[ Oi\>"i. 



APRIL 26. 117 

We trust In the Lord our God. — Tsa. xxxvi. 7. 

aAPPY is the man that can honestly say this. 
He is taught by the Holy Spirit. He has 
learnt to know God. He puts his knowledge to 
a practical account. He is safe from fear of evil. 
The Lord has revealed himself as the sole object 
of trust. He has given us such a revelation as 
18 calculated to awaken confidence. His pro- 
mises are the warrant of our trust. We may 
safely trust him to do all he has said he will do, 
and to give all he has promised to bestow. But 
if is not easy to trust an invisible object, especi- 
ally in deep trials and under sore temptations. 
Satan will do all he can to prevent our tnisting 
hiin, and to shake our confidence in him. He 
will throw doubts upon our evidences, question 
our title to the promises, and suggest that it is 
presumption to trust a naked promise, or rely on 
the Lord in the absence of warm and comfort- 
able feelings. Providence will be sure to put 
our trust to the test, and we generally find, in 
the hour of trial, that our confidence is much 
more feeble, and more easily shaken, than we 
had supposed. If we would trust in the Lord 
with all our heart., we must get a thorough 
knowledge of his covenant and rharacter. 

SuflBcient ground the promise yields, 
On which a worm may rest Ms hope; 
And he who on tlie promise btil\(l«s 
May give his confidence fiiU soove. 



118 APRIL 27. 

All mine are thine, — John xvii. 10. 

JESUS claims all that the Father possessep, 
hence he says, '^ All thmgs that the Fathbt 
hath, are mine." Sweet view of Jesus this I 
He possesses all things, then he possesses tli6 
very blessings which we need this morning; if 
he possesses them, he is willing to bestow them ; 
and if he is willing to bestow them, we may confi- 
dently ask and expect them. But here he may 
refer more particularly to his people, and if bo, 
he says, " All who are mine by redemption are 
thine by eternal election. All my disciples are 
thy friends ; all my sheep are thy property.** 
Beloved, the Father's children are the Son^s 
church ; the Father's beloved ones are the Son's 
bride ; the Father's property are the Son's por- 
tion. The Creator gave them to the Redeemer, 
the Redeemer passes them to the Sanctifier, and 
the Sanctifier passes them back through the Re- 
deemer to the Creator. The whole of the per- 
sons in the G-odhead have an equal interest in 
the saints, and this being the case, they are safe, 
and should be happy. The Son will not part 
with those whom the Father gave him, nor will 
the Father allow any one to pluck out of his 
hands those who are redeemed by his own Son. 

Aspire my soul to glorious deeds, 

The Captain of salvattotv \eaOL&\ 
Afarch on, nor fear to witv ttve Olay^ 
Thoaarh death and heU o\i*lTuc\.Wvt>«t.^. 



APRIL 28. 119 

The days of thy mourning shall he ended, 
Isa. Ix. 20. 

HERE we have ranch to cailise ns to mourn. 
The state of the world, and of the church. 
Many things in the domestic circle. The deep 
depravity of our own hearts. Our evil tempers 
and passions. The temptations and fiery darts 
of Satan. The losses, crosses, and privations 
which we are called upon to endure. The hiding 
of the Lord*s face. The want of brighter evi- 
dences. Weakness and pain of body. All these 
things conspire to make us sorrowful, so that 
with David we sometimes say, " I am troubled ; 
I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all 
the day long.^' But there is a bright prospect 
before us, our mourning season will soon be 
oyer : if we now sow in tears, we shall reap in 
joy. The days of our mourning will soon be 
ended. Then we shall have light without dark- 
ness, holiness without sin, joy without sorrow, 
fepdce without toil, the eternal sunshine of our 
Pather^s love without one intervening cloud. 
We shall soon shed the last tear, heave the last 
8|^ utter the last groan, express the last wish, 
and feel the last pain, and then all beyond will 
be holiness, happiness, and perfect blessedness. 

A few more days, or months, or years, 
In this dark desert to complain ; 
A few more aigh^ a few more teura, 
And we shall bid adieu to pidnl 



120 APRIL 23. 

/ am Oie vine, ye are the hruncka. — Jolin -i 

JEf^US olien uses nature to illustrate g 
Here lie compares himwlf to the viiii 
people to the brancheB ; thus setting fort! 
union tiiat easts between them. The ? 
tree depends on one root, nnd the whole cl 
depends on the Lord Jesus ; all saving bei 
flow to every taint irom him. Uepopsesse 
commuuicntes all that ia necessary to quii 
support, enlighten, and strengthen us. i 
him we receive all our wisdom and right 
net^s. and luuictification. by which we are d 
guiahed from, the world. The root const 
Ruppliea the branches, and so does the 
Jesus constantly supply his saints. Belov 
we are tme believera we are one with C 
as the hranch is one with the tree ; we re 
from Christ, as the branch receives fron 
I'oot ; and we are like Christ, as the hntr 
like the tree. United to Christ, we parta 
his nature, receive from his fulness, depei 
his faithfulness, and bring forth fruit to hia p: 
Witliont unicin to Christ, there is no good 
and without good fruit, there is no unii 
Christ. Let us therefore examine this mor 
Are we one with Christ? 



APRIL 30. 121 

We are saved by hope. — Rom. viii. 24. 

GRACE saves us, as it provides a Saviour; 
•■ fidth saves us, as it receives that Saviour ; 
and hope saves us, as it preserves us from despon- 
dency, or desperation. Hope is holy expecta- 
ttbo. It springs from grace. It is produced by 
tke Holy Spirit. .It rests on God's veracity. 
lift fixes on distant and invisible blessings. We 
hope in God, for he is gracious. We hope in 
God's word, for it is true. We hope for the 
greatest blessings, for they are promised. We 
hope when all around us is gloomy; and all 
within us is discouraging; and we do so because 
God remains faithful — ^he cannot deny himself. 
Whoever possesses a good hope through grace 
wUl find it bearing him up above the billows, and 
urging him forward through all difficulties and 
oi^sitions. Who of us, in looking back, has 
not reason to say, "I had fainted unless I had 
believed to see the goodness of God in the land 
of tibe living ?" We were saved by hope, and 
the hope which saved us in times past will save 
at- in all the future. Let us therefore encour- 
age hope, reprove slavish fear, and say, " I will 
hope continually, and yet praise thee more and 



more." 



BillowB of disappointment roll. 

Along the restless tide of time; 
Bat gospel hope bears up the »o\\\, 
TiUan eternal calm slmli sluuc. 



122 MAT 1, 

Thou art a gracums and merdfid God. 
Neh. ix. 31. 

SWEET view of the character of our Grod : 
and that view which is kept constantlj be- 
fore us in his blessed word. We are so sinful, 
that if God were not gracious, we could have no 
hope ; and we are so miserable, that if Gk)d were 
not merciful, we could never be happy. But 
our God is infinitely gracious, he is always 
gracious; and he delights to glorify his grace 
in the experience of his poor sinful creatures. 
Grace reigns. It reigns through the righteous- 
ness of Jesus. And as a sovereign it dispenses 
the richest blessings, and dispenses them freely. 
If God is gracious, we need not look for any thing 
in ourselves to recommend us ; we may go to 
him just as we are, and he will receive us. If 
God is merciful we ought not to doubt or give 
way to gloomy fears; for he will display his 
mercy most in the miserable and undeserving. 
In going to the throne to-day, let us keep this 
before our minds, our God is a gracious God, he 
looks for nothing in the sinner, but freely be- 
stows the choicest blessings. Our God is merci- 
ful, and he will take advantage of our misery to 
glorify himself. 

Jehovah is gracious, and merciful too. 
He pardons onr B\n^ and l\« pities our woo 
Hia Son to redeem xi», ^e vctkc\o\\s\>,' v:>ft.N«i\ 
And flcnds ua his SvVrit, dtlennVacA to ^n*^ 



MAY 2. 123 

Beside me there is no Saviour, — ^Isa. xliii. 11. 

THUS Jehovah speaks. It requires a God to 
save a sinner ; and it is the greatest work 
that God has ever done. If the Saviour were 
not divine, he would not meet our case. Our 
sins demanded an infinite atonement. Our situa- 
tion required an omnipotent deliverer. Others 
may help, but ,only God can save. We are 
therefore shut up to the Lord Jesus, for there 
is no other name under heaven, given among 
men, by which we can be saved. It is in vain 
that we look for another. The case of those 
-who reject him is desperate. Let us therefore 
look to him alone, let us seek salvation from him 
vrho can deliver us. He can not only deliver 
us from the guilt of sin, but from the power of 
it. He will not only save us from condemna- 
tion, but from the cause of it. He will not only 
save as from spiritual evils, but from temporal 
ones too. No one can deliver us at all times, 
in all places, from all evils, but the Lord, be 
can. The Lord therefore must be our trust and 
our shield. To him we must repair in trouble, 
and to him we must cry in danger. 

Jesns alone has power to save, 

A sinner vile and lost like me, 
His blood he for my ransom gave, 

His power divine has set ine trite; 
To him Hook, in him I trust. 
His word aud crosa are all my boa>it 



124 MAT 3. 

This %M (he love of God, thai iM keq» his com- 
mandmmts. — 1 John t. 3. 

ALL acceptable obedience flows from loye, and 
true love always leads to obedience. If we 
really love God, we shall seek to glorify him; and 
herein is Jehovah glorified that we bring forth 
much fruit. It is not the loudest talkers, but 
the holiest walkers, that brings most glory to 
God. The precepts are given us to be ob^ed, 
as the promises are to be trusted ; and no one 
can rightly trust in the promises, who does not 
labour to obey the precepts. Jesus said to some 
of old, ^' Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things that I say unto you ?" And pointiiig 
out who were to be viewed as his nearest and 
dearest relations, he said, ** Whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father which is in heaveU| the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother.*' 
Precious Lord Jesus, fill our hearts with thy 
love, conform our lives to thy example, and let us 
prove the sincerity of our love by the uniformity 
of our obedience! Let us not rest in impres- 
sions, or be satisfied with enjo^nnents, without 
obedience to thy commandments. Spirit of God, 
make us thoroughly holy, in body, soul, and 
spirit ! 

Th* effect must from the cause proceed. 
And thy dear genuine children prove; 
Id truth, reality, and deeA, 
Ubodiuiicc Is but octuol Vuvt. 



MAY 4. 125 

He shaU come unto us cuthe rain, — Hos. vi. 3. 

THE Lord^s care of his people is incessant. 
No parent was ever so careful of an only 
eMld. No gardener was ever so attentive to 
h delicate and favoarite plant. He visits, he 
watclies, he supplies. He studies our wants, 
provides for them, and imparts what he pro- 
vides. He says, " I will water it every moment." 
Then the supply will be constant, in summer and 
'winter it shall be. It will be suitable, like re- 
freshing moisture to a thirsty plant. It will be 
in small portions, as the gently falling rain. It 
win be imperceptible, like the morning dews. 
It is by these supplies that our graces are kept 
aUre. That our spiritual desires are sustained. 
That apostacy is prevented. That the good 
work is carried on in our hearts. If the Lord 
should cease to water, we should soon wither 
and die. Onr dependence on him is absolute. 
Oar obligations to his love are infinite. Let us 
not &ncy that we are not watered, because we 
do not sensibly feel it. The constancy of the 
communication prevents anything like novelty 
The gentle gradual manner in which we are sup- 
plied, prevents our feeling any powerful imnreis- 
sion. 

Each moment water'd by thy care, 

And fenc'd with power divine, 
Fruit to eternal life shall bear, 
The feebleat brandi of thuits. 



^^^^ 



126 MAY 5. 

I pray for them, — Jobn xvii. 9. 

THE Saviour^s interest in bis people is special 
and peculiar. They were given him by his 
Father to be his care, chaige, and reward. He 
benefits others, but he rejoices over them to do 
them good with his whole heart, and with his 
whole soul. He was now pleading with his 
Father as the great Intercessor, and he points 
to them and distinguishes them from the world, 
and says, " I pray for themy I pray not for the 
world." He was their great High Priest, and 
their names were on his breast-plate. He was 
their Substitute, and their salvation was in- 
trusted to his lumds. He was their Surety, and 
he was pledged to bring them home, and set 
them before his Father^s &ce for ever, lie was 
their Shepherd, and they were the sheep of his 
pasture. Beloved, Jesus has prayed for us, he 
has begged his Father to keep us from the evil 
of the world, to sanctify us through the truth, 
and to bring us into the closest possible union 
with each other and with himself. His prayers 
are prevalent, they are on record, they wait for 
us, and they will be answered in our blessed ex- 
perience. Wlioever forgets us, Jesus still loves 
and pleads for us. 

The Father in liis lovo will hear, 

And grant our Lord's Tecvxws&t.', 
7110. souls for vfhoTO lio pto^j'd, A\v\\\^lft 

W'itii full 8alvatiou\j\usl. 



MAY 6. i:l7 

TThe Lord is my defence, — Ps. xdv. 22. 

SIN has stripped ns of our righteousness, re- 
duced us to a state of weakness, and left 
us exposed to innumerable dangers. We are 
never safe for one moment if left to ourselves. 
All the hosts of hell are opposed to us, and in 
league against us: they influence evil men, and 
sometimes make use of even good men to injure 
us. Afflictions crowd our path, and every pore 
of the body, and every power of the mind, may 
prove the inlet to something injurious. Our 
dangers are numerous and great. Our folly and 
weakness are even greater. We need constant 
guidance and protection. Where shall we find 
one able and willing to befriend us ? To whom 
•shall we look for succour and safety? Happy 
is the man who can say, "The Lord is my 
defence." But this is the privilege of every 
Christian. God is engaged for him. God is 
ever with him. God will never leave him. If 
God is our defence we need not fear, for he is 
omnipotent; we should not yield to doubt, for 
he is omnipresent; we should rejoice and be 
glad, for protection is certain. If in trouble, he 
will keep us from sinking; if exposed to the 
fiercest temptation, he will preserve us from ruin. 

On God alone will I depend, 

Hla promise are trne and sorei: 
ffa will my feeble soul defend. 
And make me to the ei\d euiXuie. 



128 MAY 7. 

Ye are not under the law. — GW. v. 18. 

IF ye were, it would not only require perfect 
obedience, but it would pronounce a sen- 
tence of condenmation for the least sin. If Ve 
were under the law, we must use David's 
prayer, " Enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, Lord, for in thy sight shall no flesh 
living be justified." But if we believe in Jesus, 
if ws are led by the Spirit of God, we are not 
not under the law. We are under grace. Grod . 
is our Father. The gospel proclaims us just. 
Jesus died in our stead, and now pleads for us 
before his Father's throne. All our sins are 
expiated and forgiven. Our persons and ser- 
vices are accepted, though imperfect and pol- 
luted, in the perfume of our Redeemer's merits; 
and the law has no claim upon us. Jesus for 
us, gave it all that it required. Jesus endured 
for us, all that it threatened. We now love it, 
observe it, but are under no alarm from it. 
It is a simple rule of conduct, just telling us 
what God loves, and what' he hates; what God 
requires, and what he prohibits. Blessed be 
God for delivering us from the law, giving us 
peace with himself, and enabling us to rejoice 
in hope of his glory. 

My soul! no more attempt to draw 

Thy life and comfort from ttiei\wi\ 
Wj to the hope the GospeV BV\ea\ 
The man thut twists t\\epvo\\\m\\N«a\ 



MAY 8. 129 

They forgot Ms works, — ^Ps. Ixxviii. 11. 

EVERY work of God is expressive of his wis- 
dom, holiness, or love. He works for his 
people. He wrought for Israel of old, he 
wrought wondrously. They were affected — de- 
lighted — ^filled with joy. But when they came 
out of trouble they were ungrateful, they soon 
ibrgat his works. That is a bad memory which 
will retain the sense of any little offence received 
from men, or privation permitted by God ; and 
yet forget his great and gracious promises, his 
wise and wonderful works. God's works should 
be observed — studied — ^remembered. They are 
all worthy of a God. His perfections are 
stamped upon them. He makes himself known 
by them. It is ungrateful to forget ; and it is 
as injurious as it is ungrateful. Let us remem^ 
ber what God has done for us in providence, 
how he has led us, fed us, preserved us, and 
brought us thus far on our journey. Let us 
remember what he has done for us in grace, how 
he gave his Son to be our ransom, his Spirit to 
be our sanctifier, and his grace to change our 
hearts. Let us remember the past, to strengthen 
our confidence in the future ; and to consecrate 
us entirely to his service. 

Lorit, 111 treasure in my soul 

Tlie memory of tliy love, 
And tby dear name shall sttW to m* 
A i^isLtdul odour prove. 



130 MAY 9. 

A thorn in the flesh. — 2 Cor. xii. 6. 

WE are not informed what was Paulas peculiar 
trial at this time, and no donbt there is 
mercy in the conceahnent. Most Christians 
have some thorn, which they cannot extract, 
which is a daily trial, and which wounds deeply 
and painfully. If God sends us a thorn, no one 
but God can remove it ; but if God sends it, it 
is sent in love. It is to prevent some evil, or 
to prepare us for some good. If it makes us 
pray, if it drives us to the Lord's throne, if it 
humbles us in the dust, if it endears the promises, 
if it makes us long for heaven, if it teaches us 
deeply our need of Christ, it is a blessing. 
Better be wounded by the sharpest thorn, than 
be allowed in ease, health, and prosperity, to 
wander from the Lord. Beloved have you some 
painful thorn in the flesh, carry it to the Lord. 
It may be a sickly body, a trying family, a cross 
providence, or some peculiar temptation; but 
whatever it may be, take it to Jesus, and you 
will find his grace suflScient for you, and his 
fctrength made perfect in your weakness. He 
only pains us for our good. 

Lord, if consistent with thy will. 

Oh take this thorn away, 
But if for me 'tis needful still 

Tliat it should longer stay, 
Tlien patience give, the thorn to b^ir, 
And fuith to trust thy luveand cuo. 



MAY 10. 131 

The Lord of glory. — I Cor. ii. 7. 

IN the Old Testament Jehovah is called, " The 
glorious Lord/* and here Jesus is said to 
be "The Lord of glory/' which is the same. 
Jesus is therefore Jehovah. He is "The 
King of glory/* whose ascension to heaven is 
so beautifully set forth in Ps. xxiv. All the 
glorious perfections of deity are his, and he is 
entitled to the highest honour. When in human 
form, he was tabernacling with us, he said, '^ The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son : that all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father which hath sent him.** Jesus is in- 
finitely glorious, and he should be glorified by 
us. Do we believe in the Father, we should 
believe also in Jesus. Do we trust in the Father, 
we should trust also in Jesus. Do we worship 
the Father we should worship Jesus also. He 
should be the object of our love, adoration, and 
confidence equally with the Father. He is our 
glorious Lord. Glorious in his person. Glori- 
ous in his work. Glorious in his government. 
Glorious in his conquests. Glorious in his cha- 
racter. Glorious in the salvation of bis people. 

Behold your Ein^, your Savioor, crowned, 

With glories aU divine; 
And tell the wondering nations round 

liow bright these glories shine. 



132 MAY 11. 

God is our refuge and strength, — Ps. xlvi. 1. 

THE present world is a wilderness. Here we 
are exposed to storms and tempests, to 
dangers and foes. If left to provide for onr- 
pelves, we must perish, and our enemies would 
triumph over us. But the Lord has conde- 
scended to become the refuge of his people, to 
him we may repair and find safety, receire 
supplies, and enjoy repose. If he defend us, 
no one can injure us. If he is our refage, 
nothing can overcome us. But every Christian 
can say, " The Lord is my refuge." Beloved, 
let us keep this in view to- day, whatever trials 
we may meet with, whatever tempests we may 
have to pass through, whatever foes may assail 
us, the Lord will protect and defend us. From 
the wrath of man, from the rage of hell, from 
the storms of time, he will shelter and screen 
us: and he will not only receive and protect 
us, but he will strengthen us with strength in 
our souls. If God is our refuge, we must be 
safe ; if God is our strength, we shall certainly 
overcome. Let us therefore fly to him, and 
trust in his word. 

Jehovah, oar refiige and rock, 

In trouble his help will supply; 
Though earth be reraor'd i»1th a shock, 
StiU God, our Redeemet, \ft tv\%Vv. 
Then trust in his promise Mid \)e xvox aXv\\\ 
In iOl Uiy distreasee Ue'U come to Mv^ «..^ 



MAY 12. 133 

The Lord is our God, — 2 Chron. xiii. 10. 

SO spake the men of Judah to the people of 
Israel, who had adopted the worship of the 
golden calves which Jerohoam had made and 
set np: and so may the Christian say to many, 
who make a god of their wealth, their character, 
their station in society, or their connections. 
The Lord is our God, for we have received the 
revelation he has made of himself; we believe 
in the name of his only begotten Son; we daily 
worship at the throne of his grace; we place 
implicit trast in his precious promises ', and we 
fear to offend him by word or deed. We know 
bis name, and love it ; we embrace his gospel, 
and rejoice in it ; we approach him as a Father, 
and seek all we need at his hands. As Jehovah 
is our God, we have an unfailing source of com- 
fort, a reason for sweet repose of spirit, and are 
certain that our wants shall be supplied. For 
as he is our God, he will be a God unto us : his 
power will protect us, his wisdom will guide us, 
hia mercy will sympathize with us, his justice 
will avenge our wrongs, and his providence will 
make all things work together for our good. 
He will never leave us. He will never take his 
eye off us. He will not allow anything to harm us. 

Frail children of dost, and feeble as flrail, 
In tliee do we trust, nor find thee to fe\\\ 
Tbymerclea hovr tender, how ftmi to t\w «a\0.\ 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, av\41cvv^t\vl\ 



134 MAY 13. 

We have redemption through his blood, — Eph. i. 7. 

OUR Btate by nature was so fearful, that no 
one but Jesus could redeem us ; for an in- 
finite ransom was required : and it was not only 
necessary that a ransom price should be paid to 
satisfy divine justice, but omnipotent power 
must be exerted to rescue us from the dominion 
of Satan and sin. The blood of Jesus is the 
price of our redemption, and the Spirit of Jesus 
is the agent by whom our deliverance is prac- 
tically effected. We are redeemed unto God, 
and from all iniquity ; so that we shall, by and 
by, be entirely devoted to God, and be freed 
from all sin. The redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus is effectual, and all his redeemed ones 
shall celebrate the wonders of his redeeming 
love for ever. This many of them are doing 
now, as we read, " And they sung a new song, 
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation ; and hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests, and we shall reign on the earth." 

Behold him for trnnspressore given ! 
Behold th' incarnate King of heaven ! 

For us, his foes, expire ! 
Anmz'd. earth! the VvdlivRS hear! 
lie bore, that wo m\\^\\\. ucvex \jvivv:. 
His Father's righteous \itt. 



MAY 14. 135 

Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, 
Isa. li. 1. 

THIS will humble you, for your forefathers 
were rock. They were hard, cold, and 
lifeless, in reference to spiritual things ; and you 
partook of their nature. Your heart was stone, 
until Jehovah renewed it, and gave you a heart 
of flesh. Ton were hewn or separated from this 
rock, here was divine power exerted for you ; 
you were rock when hewn, here divine grace 
triumphed in you. Look back upon what you 
were, and lay low before God. Look back, and 
take encouragement; for if the Lord wrought 
for you when a piece of rock, will he not now 
when you seek his face ? If he began with you 
without any thing to induce him, will he not 
carry on his work and complete it. Look back, 
and exercise hope for others; the power by 
which you were hewn, is sufficient to break the 
hardest heart, subdue the most stubborn spirit, 
and control the most unruly will. Look back, 
and see how much of the rock is still left ; pity 
it, pray for it, and seek grace for it. Beloved, 
whenever pride rises, or discouragement seizes 
us, or we begin to despair of others, let us 
look unto the rock whence we were hewn. 

Freely Jesus brings to heaven 

All his chosen ransom'd race^ 
Who to him tlielr Head ^eT© ^^ea, 

In the covenant of grace. 



136 MAT 15. 

YowF bodies are the membere of Chrul, 
I Cor. vi. 15. 

SOMETIMES we think too much of flie body; 
and sometimes we despise it. We do not 
often realize the value that Gx)d sets upon it. It 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and it is a mem- 
ber of Christ. Christ and his people are one 
body. Every Christian is a member of that body. 
Our bodies are one with Christ, and as sach he 
values them, provides for them, and will by and 
by raise them from the dead exactly like hia 
own glorious body. Let us carry this thought 
with us to-day wherever we go, " My body is a 
member of Christ." He claims it, for he pur- 
chased it with his blood. He watches over it, 
for it is a part of his care and charge. He will 
take care of it, for it is in close union with him- 
self. If my body is the member of Christ, I 
must not neglect it; I ought not to pamper it; 
I should not in any sense abuse it; but, keep it 
pure and holy; that it may be a vessel unto 
honour, meet and prepared for the master^s use. 
Lord Jesus, fill my body with thy Spirit, and use 
it to thy glory and honour. 

Soon the dellprhtfhl day will come, 
When Christ diall brinK my tody home, 

And I shall see hU face; 
Tfien with my Saviour, Brother, Fricxid. 
A hlcht eternUy I'U &pouA, 
7'nui] jphaiit iu li'.a kv«m:^ 



MAY 16. 137 

/ am troubled. — Ps. xxxviii. 6. 
IirS is very often the case with the believer, 
he is seldom long without something to 
mble him. He has so much sin within him, 
many foes without him^ and such strange un- 
pected things in his path, that he is often 
itated and depressed. Where he looked for 
mfort, he finds sorrow; where he expected 
Ip, he finds hindrance; where he promised 
nself pleasure, he experiences pain. He is 
»ried. Weary of himself, weary of sin, weary 
the world; weary of the carnal state of the 
arch of God. He is weary, and it prevents 
! enjoyment ; he is troubled, and it slmkes his 
th» But what a mercy it is for the troubled 
iristian, that his Lord has experienced trouble 
well as himself; so that he can sympathize 
th him. Jesus once said, " Now is my soul 
)ubled, and what shall I say?" He has a 
low-feeling with us in all our troubles, and 
n first sanctify them, and then safely bring us 
t of them. Beloved^ are you troubled this 
)ming ? Carry your troubled heart to Jesus^ 
ur it out before him, he can calm it, soothe it, 
d give it cheering repose. Take it to Jesus to 
actify it for thee. 

And still as oft as troablea come, 

Jesos will send some cheering T&y» 
And that strong arm shall guard ua l\n\Tv%, 
Which thus protects us by tlie "wav. 



1?>H MAY 17. 

God that comforteUi those that are cast dcicn, 
2 Cor. vii. 6. 
MANY things cast us down, but only our God 
-"^ can efficiently comfort us. He is the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all comfort. He 
delights to comfort his people, when comfort 
will do them good. He secures their wel&re 
first, and makes comfort a secondary object 
But he never sees his child in sorrow, without 
sympathy; nor long withholds the necessary 
cordial. He comforts the cast down; espe- 
cially those who are employing their talents in 
his service, and consecrating their energies to 
liis praise. Sometimes he brings home a sweet 
passage of his word. Sometimes he sends a 
Christian friend to speak with us. Sometimes 
he cheers us through the preaching of the gospel. 
Sometimes a sweet, soothing, comforting light 
beams upon the soul, and we feel relieved, re- 
freshed, and encouraged; but scarcely know 
how or by what. The Lord sends the com- 
fort, whoever brings it. He is the Comforter 
of the cast down, and to him alone let us look 
for comfort in the cloudy and dark day. 

Jesus I know, hath died for me; 

Here is my joy, my hope, my rost, 
Hither, when hell assails, I Hee, 

I look unto my Saviour'a brcant ; 
Away sad doubt, and anxious ?\iAT, 
Mary mid love are written Uvovc 



MAY 18. 139 

Mighty to save. — Isa. Ixiii. 1 . 

THESE are the words of the Lord Jesus. 
They are spoken in reply to a question 
proposed by his church. She was startled by 
Lis appearance, but she is soothed and com- 
forted by his reply. He speaks in righteous- 
ness, he assures her he is mighty to save. To 
save her from her foes, from her fears, from her 
deserts. This view of Jesus should be kept 
daily before us. Jesus is omnipotent, he will 
employ his omnipotence on our behalf; there- 
fore we should rest with confidence on his word, 
let the day be ever so dark, or the trial ever so 
heavy. Jesus can save, for he is mighty to 
save, therefore no case is desperate, no sinner 
need despair. He has saved the chief of sin- 
ners ; and having saved the chiefs he has proved 
to demonstration, that he can save any of his 
accomplices. Reader, are you saved f Have 
you received the forgiveness of sins ? Are you 
consecrated to God? If not, Jesus can save you : 
He can save you at this moment. There is no- 
thing can hinder your salvation, hut unbelief. 
Only believe, and the merit of Christ is yours. 

JesoR, transporting sound ! 

The joy of earth and heaven ; 
No other help is found, 

Ko other name is given, 
Bj which we may 8alvat\0Ti\\^\e » 
But Jesus came the wot\OL to s»^^^ 



1 40 MAY 19. 

Called to he sainte, — ^Rom. i. 7. 

NONE are sunts by natnre : nor does Biunt- 
ship originate with man^s free will, bat with 
God's free grace. Saintship is the effect of call- 
ing, and calling flows from love. The call of 
the gospel is general, it is addressed to all ; the 
call of the Spirit is particular, and is only ad- 
dressed to some. When the Spirit calls, he 
quickens, and the dead live j he enlightens, and 
the blind see ; he strengthens, and the weak say, 
'* I am strong ;" he sanctifies, and the sanctified 
become a holy people unto the Lord our God. 
They are separated frt)m others, become united 
to Jesus, and then unite with his people. TUmr 
separation from the world is from principle, which 
principle grace implanted ; from choice, which 
choice grace influenced. Beloved, if God has 
called you, you are a saint. That is, you hate 
sin ; you follow after holiness ; you forsake the 
course you were pursuing; you walk by the 
precepts of the gospel; and you desire to be 
exactly conformed to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
If you are a saint, God made you one : and it is 
the greatest thing which God could do for you. 

Let me amonf; thy saints be found. 
Whene'er tlie archanf^ers trump shall sound. 

To see thy smiling? face ; 
ITien loudest of the croVA Y\\ «.Viv9i, 
While heaven's Te80ut\d\T\j;mwvv.\\ycv%TVtv«»^ 
With shouts of sovcmgu ftifAW. 



MAY 20. 141 

On hia head were many crowns, — Rev. xix. 12. 

JESUS passed through many trials, engaged in 
many conflicts; therefore he gained many 
trixunphs, and now wears many crowns. He 
vears the crown of yictory, for every foe is, or 
will be overthrown. He wears the crown of 
aovereignty, for he is King of kings, and Lord 
of lords. He wears the crown of creation, for 
•11 things were made by him, and for him. He 
wears the crown of providence, for he sustains, 
aapplies, and rules aU that he has made. He 
wears the crown of grace, for he redeemed his 
people by his blood, he conquers them by his 
Spirit, moulds them by his truth, and will bring 
them all to his kingdom. He wears the crown 
of glory, for every one of his glorified people 
owe their honour, happiness, and blessedness, to 
bim. He is crowned by his Father with a 
splendid diadem, and every knee must bow to 
l]im. Every one of his people crown him, and 
cast their crowns at his feet as unworthy to 
wear them in his presence. His crown is the 
brightest that ever wisdom devised, meicy 
jewelled, or power brightened. O to gaze u| on 
his glory, and to see on his once thom-pierted 
brow, the many crowns I 

that the months would roll away, 
And bring that coronation day! 
The king of grace shall fill t\\c tUvow^i, 
hiUi all hiB Father's glorica ou. 



142 MAY 21. 

Thou Lord wiU bless the righteous, — ^Fb. v. 12. 

HOW important then to be numbered among 
them! But are we? Have we embraced 
the nghteoosness of Grod by fiuth, for ou' jnsd- 
fication? Are we daily pleading with Gk>d for 
deeper sanctification? Do we really hate iui| 
and forsake it? Do we prize the honour of 
Jesus, and strive to promote it? If so, no doubt 
but we are among the righteous ; may it be our 
aim like Zecharias and Elizabeth to walk in all 
the ordinances and commandments of the Lord 
blameless. The Lord will bless the righteona, 
and the blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, 
and he addeth no sorrow with it. The blessing 
of the Lord is like a bright light on a dark night'; 
or like manna from heaven, and water from the 
rock, in the desert. The blessing of the Lord 
will prevent many evils, and secure for us all 
necessary good. It will sweeten our comfortB, 
and sanctify our trials. It will bring us near to 
God, and kee^ us near him. God^s blessing was 
the brightest part of Adam^s inheritance before 
he fell, as his curse was the bitterest ingredient 
in liis cup afterwards. 

They are blest, and none beside them, 

They wlio hope, Lord in thee : 
They are blest, thou^^h all deride them, 
Thuy who fi^acc ui\d tmth make free: 
Joy avrait»Uitttv\*. 
"VV'iicre Uiou art Uvcy Uovc Vv>\a^ 



MAY 22. U3 

The things that ao'e freely given tou8 of God. 

1 Cor. ii. 12. 

THE Lord loves to give good things to his 
children. He has given his only begotten 
Son to redeem us. He has given his Holy 
Spirit to sanctify us. He has given his sacred 
Scriptores to instruct us. He has given us all 
tblngs necessary to a godly life. He gave us 
grace in Christy before the world began ; he sent 
UjB his gracious promises by Christ ; and he has 
promised to give us every good and perfect gift 
through Christ. We may look around on crea- 
tion, and we may look into the world of grace, 
and say, " All things are ours. Whether Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the* world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come *, all 
are ours, and we are Christ^s, and Christ is 
God^s." We had no claim upon God for one 
single good thing, but in the infinite riches of 
his sovereign grace, he has freely given us all 
things. All things to use, nothing to abuse. 
All things that we can turn to a good account 
now, and every thing that he has promised or 
provided, we shall possess in fulness by and by. 

Holy Spirit, thee we pray, 
Finger of the living God, 
Point us out the living way, 
Shed the Saviour's love abroad. 
Make ua know what God has glvtu, 
/-eat/ U3 safe from earth to hcaveu- 



144 MAY 23. 

The Lordhaih taken away. — Job i. 21. 

THE natural man cannot see God anywhere. 
He sees what he calls nature, he talks oT 
the laws of nature, and he constantly calls 
instruments agents. But the spiritual man sees 
God everywhere. Creatures with him are but 
instruments, Jehovah is the infinite mind pre* 
siding and directing all. In Job^s losses, Sa^, 
fire, and men were employed ; but he looked 
above them all and saw the hand of God; 
therefore he endeavoured quietly to acquiesce, 
and said, " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." 
Beloved, let us endeavour to see God in every 
event, for our times are in his hands. If tiui 
city is safe, it is because God keeps it; if our 
household is built up, it is God builds it ; and 
if our comforts are removed from us, the Lord 
taketh them away. Is Jonah^s gourd smitten, 
the Lord prepared the worm that did it ; and 
if our gourds wither, whatever may have been 
the procuring cause, it is God that sends the 
instrument that destroys them. But, this is 
our comfort, whatever the Lord may take 
away, he never refuses to fill its place himself ; 
we liave himself for our portion still. 

I caunot lose what is not mine, 

I may to God restore lils loan ; 
Arn\ clieerfuUy I wou\d te&Xttu, 

When justly ho YC\oktta"tv\'5.^^v\. 



MAY 24. 145 

II is good for me to draw near to God, 
Ps. Ixxiii. 28. 

REAL prayer is drawing near to God. Un- 
belief leads us from Ood, faith brings us 
bftok : and when fiuth brings us back to God, 
we have always something to communicate. 
We have sins to confess, and pardon to crave ; 
backfilidings to deplore, and restoration to seek ; 
wants to present, and supplies to entreat. It is 
good to ask of Gi)d, because he has what we 
want, he has promised to give, and he loves 
to b€»tow. But the very act of drawing near to 
Gtod is good, for it soothes the mind in sorrow ; 
cheers the soul under depression ; relieves the 
heart in distress ; draws away the affections from 
the world ; and prepares us to resist temptation, 
bear trouble, and boldly oppose our foes. Be- 
loved, do you know what it is to draw near to 
God ? Is it your daily practice ? Do you some- 
times feel the Lord evidently drawing near to 
you, and filling you with his light, comfort, and 
love? If so, be more frequent at his throne, 
it will prevent your heart being hardened, your 
graces from withering, your fears from strength- 
ening, and your foes from prevailing against 
you. 

Uovr sweet, how cheering is the thought, 
That God will hear his people's cries ; 

And whether he bestows or not 
'TJa love that gi ants, or loye dcv\k^ 



140 MAY 25. 

Beholdj Jesus met them, — Matt, xxyiii. 3. 

THE women had been early at the sepul- 
chre; an angel had informed them that 
Jesus was risen, and directed them to go and 
tell his disciples of the fact; they were going 
to do so, but as they were on the road, " Be- 
hold, Jesus met them." Must they not have 
been filled with surprise, admiration, and de- 
light ! They fell down before him, held him by 
the feet, and worshipped him. They were in 
the way of the command, and they were re- 
warded before their obedience was completed. 
But does Jesus ever meet his people now ? Yes ; 
often. But are they sensible of his presence ? 
Yes; quite as much so as these good women 
were. He meets us really, though not visibly. 
The heart is affected though the senses are not. 
He that goes where and when God bids him, 
will often find that Jesus will meet him in the 
way. He that would meet with Jesus, must go 
where Jesus has promised to be ; and he who 
expects the presence of Christ in his ordinances, 
will not have it to complain that he has never 
enjoyed his presence. "Thou meetest him that 
rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that 
remember thee in thy ways." 

Thy Bethel visits, Lord, repeat ; 

O Jacob's God, draw near : 
M'iien 1 approach U\y mcTcv-t,^ ca^ 

Jj nicrcy bow lUmc m^v. 



MAY 26. 147 

J'he Lord will have mercy upon his afflicted. 

Isa. xlix. 13. 

MANY are the afflictions of the righteous, but 
the Lord delivereth him out of them all. 
Afflictions are as necessary for us as the winter 
firosts are for the earth. In affliction we often 
feel desolate, we are tempted to think that the 
Lord deals hardly with us, that he has turned 
against us. But nothing can be more incor- 
rect. His hand which smites us is ruled by his 
heart which loves us. Our present winter of 
affliction is intended to usher in a spring-time of 
joy and prosperity. Afflicted Christian, thy 
God will have mercy upon thee. He will sup- 
port thee in thy trial, he will cause it to work 
thy good, and he will bring thee out of it as soon 
as it has answered the gracious design with 
which it was sent. While thou art in the 
furnace he sits by as the Refiner, and he will 
see to it that thou shalt lose nothing but dross. 
Try to believe that God has sent thy present 
trial in love, that he does not afflict thee willingly, 
but that there is a needs- be for it, though you 
cannot perceive what it is at present. 

Jesns shall still his people save, 
Mercy on his afflicted have, 

And fill tlieir hearts with peace 
Speak to this troubled hearr of mine, 
Cheer me, dear Lord, with love <^v\\\&. 
And perfect rightcousiicssi. 



us MAY 27. 

Let him come unto me and drink, — John vii. 37. 

THE Holy Spirit is compared to living water, 
and Jesus has this living water to bestow* 
But had we been left to ourselves, we might have 
thought that the blessing being so great, and we 
being so unworthy, it never could be enjoyed hj 
us. Whereas Jesus stood and cried, ^^If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.*' 
My friend, have you received the Holy Ghost? 
Do you desire to receive him ? If so, Jesus says 
to you, ^^Come unto me and drink." Come^ 
without money. Come, without any previous 
preparation. Come, without doubt or gainsay- 
ing. Come, if you never felt until this mom^ 
your need of it, or the least desire to possess it. 
Come, however vile you may have been. Come, 
for you cannot be more unprepared than the 
woman of Samaria was, to whom Jesus said, re- 
ferring to the same blessing, '^ If thou knewest 
the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked 
of him, and lie would have given thee Uvinff 
water.^'* Let us then come to Jesus, because he 
bids us ; and let us ask and expect to receive 
the Holy Spirit, because he has promised to 
give it. 

To me at thy feet the Comforter give, 
Who thirst to admit thy Spirit and live: 
The weakest believer RcVuoviXeOiv^^ ^w v\\\\\<i^ 
Aud an me with rivers ol v,»xlttv vi;v\\.wvi. 



MAY 28. 149 

I know thy patience. — Rev. ii. 19. 

aOD often commands us to be patient by his 
word, and he tries our patience by his pro- 
vidence. Patience is necessary in health, but 
more so in sickness. We shall need patience 
in prosperity, but much more so in adversity. 
We require patience to do the will of God, but 
more to suffer it. Providence will not be hur- 
ried, we must wait. The promise is true, but 
the time appointed for its fulfilment is often 
long. We can g^in nothing by impatience, for 
it only brings guilt on the conscience, and fever 
into the heart; but patience honours God, calma 
the spirit, prevents complaining, and secures 
many and great advantages. The church at 
Thyatira was patient, and Jesus notices, com- 
mends, and records it. Let us endeavotur to 
imitate these saints. If the Lord delay to 
answer our prayers, let us wait patiently for 
him; if the I^ord strip us, let us in silence pa- 
tiently bow to his will; if he send sickness and 
disease to correct us, let us patiently say, " It is 
the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good." 
Lord, give us patience, and enable us in all sea- 
sons of trouble, disappointment, and trial, in our 
patience to possess our souls! 

By patience we serenely bear 

llie troubles of our inoi*tal state, 
And wait contented our dlschaTge, 
Nor think oar glory comes too Uta. 



ir,it MAT 29. 

U7(o v:ere in Christ before me.— Eocn. i- 

I)Y nature, we are jctfAoutChriiit; by gra 
' are in ChriEt; emd when glorified, w< 
be ii'iih Christ. Every nsitural man is n 
Christ. Every true believer is in Chrial 
be in Christ, is more than to follow Christ 
to be united to his person, interested in his 
possessed of his Spirit, and conformed 
likeneBS. For if any man be in Christ, 1 
new creature. In Chrbt, full justificat 
enjoyed; for " there is now no condemnat 
them that are in Cliriat Jesuit." In Chr 
distinctions are levelled; for " there is n 

barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free ; but i 
is aU anil in all." In Christ, cereroonies 
lens consequences than graces; "for in i 
.Icsus neither circuincisioii availcth any 
nor aticircumcision; but faith which wc 
by love." In Christ, ail necessary bleaainj 
poiLiesaed arid enjoyed; for of God "are 
Christ Jesus, who is made unto us wisdon 
rightPOUBoess, 



MAY 30. 1:4 

The Lord forsaketh not Ma sainta, 
Ps. xxxvii. 28. 

THEY often fear that he will, but all such fears 
are groundless. He loves his people too 
well to forsake them. They sometimes forsake 
him, and this goes to his heart. He speaks of 
it as one in agony, as one filled with wonder at 
the greatness of the crime. "Be astonished, 
O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, 
be ye very desolate, saith the Lord: for my 
people have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water." But if they forsake him 
he will bring them back, break their hearts with 
a sense of his love, and make them deeply re- 
pent of their folly. The saints are separated 
for God, and he will claim and keep his own ; 
they are consecrated to God, and he will not 
allow them finally to desert from his service. 
The principle of divine life within them, the 
engagements of the great Surety in the cove- 
nant for them, the promises of the gospel made 
to them, and the watchful care of God over 
them, will prevent this. He forsaketh not his 
saints, however deeply he may try them. 

A saint ! 0, would that T could claim 
The privileg'd, the honoured name, 
And confidently take my stand. 
Though lowest in the saintly band 1 



l.V> MAY 31. 

Thy irlU If. doM in earth.— Uatt. vi. 

THE earth is the Lord's and the Mness 
of. He fonced it b^ his power, ar 
nil its parts in his wisdom, and Bostaiii 
being by his providence. Every creator 
production, and as he created, sustain 
claims all, ought not his will to be the 
ail? Hi£ will is like himself, in&utelj 
holy, and benevolent ; and if we desire anj 
contrary to Gk>d's will, we desire what is i 
unholy, and opposed to onr real welfare 
are foolish, impure, and selfish ; and it 
be very wrong for things to be according 
will or way : and yet we constantly wis] 
were. Well may the same question be pr 
to us which was put to Job, " Should it 
cording to thy mind ?" My dear friend, 
bring our wills to God, and beseech him U 
late them by his own. He only wills wha 
our welfare, and if the whole case lay bel 
as it lies before him, we should do just 
does. We shall see by and by that all waf 
until then let us daily pray that God's wi 
be done on earth, even as it is done in hi 
hikI look forward, anticipating the time 
tliLa prayer shall be aiisweced. Lord,- 






earth Forjd-vHn. 
. wUl obej, 
lESli lis it tmvto. 



JUNK 1. ir;3 

Hie God of peace. — Rom. xvi. 20. 

PEACE is an invaluable blessing, and our 
peace with God was procured at a great 
price. Yet God is peaceful. There are no 
angry passions in his nature. He cannot take 
pleasure in the vassalage, or suffering of any of 
hia creatures. He loves to see us holy and 
happy. We were once his friends. We became 
his enemies. He desired reconciliation, therefore 
he provided the means. As the God of peace, 
he devised the way by which reconciliation 
could be effected, sent his own Son to effect it 
by his obedience unto death, commissions his 
servants to go and proclaim it to every creature, 
and gives his Holy Spirit to speak peace to the 
troubled heart. Holy tranquility rules in the 
divine nature, and God in Christ stretches out 
his hand, calls us to his throne, and, (O won- 
drous condescension !) beseeches us to be recon- 
ciled unto him. He assures us that he will not 
place one of our past sins to our account, but 
will pardon the whole, and treat us as if we had 
never offended him. Beloved, let us begin tin's 
month by looking to God as the God of peace. 

Once, in vain, tliis peace we sought, 
From the law and found it not : 
Fill*d with sorrow, guilt, and shnnic, 
Wc at length to Calvary came: 
Here we found true peace wi^M liciiven, 
I'ult the sweets of bin furgivcti. 



154 JUNE 2. 

I wiU hedge up <% way vsUk <&onif .t~Hm. Ji. 6. 

THESE words are spoken to the backsKdy, 
thej flow from God's love, and Indicate 
painful opposition in the path of dedemtou (It 
is a fearful thing to be allowed to choose, apd 
pursue our own way without obstractio&. But 
if God love us, he will oppose ns, when we aoe 
found in forbidden paths; he wiU lay the thorns 
in our way; he will wound us in order to restore 
us. The wounded child will go home for heal- 
ing, for the sense of pain and danger wiU humble 
its proud and haughty spirit. Beloredf wtea 
you find thorns in your path, just stop and ask, 
'^ Am I in the right road? Is this the truer pil- 
grim^s path ? Does this way lead to my EalherSs 
house?" For the thorns are intended to awaken 
inquiry, produce reflection, and bring to rapeo- 
tance. We often see and feel the thomsi. bat 
we do not see the hand that laid them in our 
path. Perhaps we do not dream that it is our 
heavenly Father, but are ready to say, ''An 
enemy hath done this." These thorns are 10010- 
times bodily afflictions, sometimes losses and 
crosses, and sometimes opposition from worldly 
men. But whatever may be the nature of the 
thorns, our Father hud them in our path. 

Return, wanderer, retaro, 
Thy Saviour bids thy spirit live; 

Go to his bleeding feet and learn 
UoMT ftvely Jesos can forgive. 
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To know the love of Christ, — Eph. iii. 19. 

THIS is the sweetest subject in heaven or earth, 
and the subject which of all others we 
should desire to be acquainted with. But we 
can only know the love of Christ, as we know 
the person of Christ ; for as Christ is, so is his 
love. Is his nature divine ? — his love is divine. 
Is his nature human ? — ^his love is human. Are 
the two natures united in his person ? — then his 
love is human and divine united. If his nature 
is infinite, his love is infinite ; if his nature is 
eternal, his love is eternal ; and if his nature is 
immutable, his love is immutable. His love is 
8o vast, so glorious, so spiritual, tliat it passeth 
knowledge. We may know much of it, but we 
cannot know it fully. Like the sun in the hea- 
vens, though we derive ten thousand blessings 
from it — ^though we know something of its great- 
ness and grandeur — yet it is so high that we 
most be comparatively ignorant of it. Let us 
study the love of Christ in the light of his word, 
in the light of his cross, and in the light of his 
constant intercession for us : and let us pray the 
Holy Spirit to unfold the love of Jesus to us. 

He left his Father '8 throne above, 

(So free, 80 infinite his gi-ace,) 
Emptied himself of all but love. 

To die for our apostate race: 
'Tis mercy all, immense, and free. 
For, my God, it found out mcl 



ISR JUNE 4. 

/ irill be sorry for my sin. — Ps. iiiviii. 
'puis is the least ve can do; and if when 
-1 for it vin forsake it, it is the mast n 
do. But if we are truly sorry for sin, we 
he thoroughly couTinced of it by the Hoi] 
lit; we muBt see it grieving the heart of 
and crucifying his beloved 3on, No Iru 
row for sin is felt, until we gee that it 
Hgiiingt a God of love, and that it cost the 
the Son of God to atone for it. Beloved, 
is our sin — our easily beietting Bin? Fo 
for that we should be especially sorry, 
passion — -or pride — or covet ousnesB — or 
plaining — or unbelief — or want of sym 
with God's poor saints? Whatever it i 
us know it; let us drag it to the ctoee 
ua daily confess it ; let us be very sorry 1 
let us get it pardoned ; and leC us strive ai 
it antil we overcome it. For every si 
should grieve ; of every sin we Bbould n 
Rgainst every sin our hearts slionld he set. 
we been sorry for sin lately? When d 
liist weep over sin before God? Let us b 
lest our hearts become hardened. 

By thr Spirit. Lor*, roprove, 
Stni BipilnK Ihy Ughl ^d tovo, 



JUNE 6. 157 

We shall see Mm a^ he is. — 1 John iii. 2. 
"IITE never saw **the man of sorrows" in his 
*' humiliation, but we shall see him in his 
glorified state. He will soon re-visit our world. 
He will come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him. Then we shall see him. We 
shall see him, and be made like him; every 
spot or trace of imperfection will be for ever 
done away. We shall see him, and then our 
love will be perfect, our admiration abiding, and 
our joy complete. We shall be with him, share- 
ing his joys, gracing his triumphs, and inherit- 
ing his fulness. We shall never lose sight of 
him* again, for he will dwell with us, and we 
shall always be delighted with his love. Now 
we see him by faith, and it is truly sweet and 
precious. But we often mourn at a distance 
from him, and long and cry, '^ O to see his face !" 
But when he comes to receive us to himself, all 
sighing, crying, and desiring will end ; and all 
will be satisfaction, joy, and peace. Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and we shall hd 
like him. to see him, and, — 

For ever to behold him shine, 
For evermore to call him mine, 

And see him still before me! 
For ever on his face to Raze, 
And meet his fall assembled rays. 
While all the Father he displays, 

To all the saints in glory. 
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Look unto me, and he ye saved, — ^Isa. xlv. 22. 
IITE are almost always in some difficulty or 

'* other, and need the Lord's deliyering 
hand. But every day he addresses us in the 
same language, and says, ^' Look unto me, and 
be ye saved." From what do we need deliver- 
ance this morning ? Is it from guilt on the con- 
science ? or from some powerful and unmly 
lust? or from some distressing temptation? 
or from some bodily disorder? or from some 
family trial? or from some perplexity in our 
worldly circumstances? Whatever it may be, 
Jesus can deliver us from it; and he bids us 
look unto him for deliverance. Let us lift up our 
eyes with our hands unto God in the heavens, 
and let us seek from him present salvation. He 
saves all who look unto liim, and he saves all 
freely. Any one is at liberty to look, for the 
invitation reaches unto the ends of the earth ; 
it is for all people, through all timo. Let us 
not then look too much at our trials, or our 
foes, or into our own hearts ; but let us look 
away from all to Jesus, and expect to receive 
peace, strength, and salvation from him. Ho 
can deliver us, for he is God, and there is no 
God beside him. 

Jesus our Prophet, Priest, and Kinp, 

Thou friend of sinners come; 
Pf'sccnrl kind ComfovtcT anAWm^ 
Tim pxcixt salvutiow dowvx. 
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/ am a stranger and sojowmer, — Ps. xxxix. 12. 

WE come into tlie world strangers to its 
origin, nature, character, customs, duties, 
and doom ; and we scarcely beoome acquainted 
tnth them before we are called away. This is 
Bot our rest. Here we have no continuing city. 
We are intended for another state. Our jour- 
ney lies through the world, but our home is be- 
5'ond it. We are here for a time to do good, 
and to prepare for another and a better state. 
I^et us not then attempt to settle down as cliil- 
dren at home, or say as Job did, ^' I shall die in 
my nest." But let us daily move on, keeping 
the eye steadily fixed on the things wliich arc 
eternal. Nor let us wonder if we are annoyed, 
opposed, and tried ; what can strangers expect ? 
What should travellers look for? Certainly 
sot to have every thing smooth and easy. Let 
UB keep at a proper distance from the customs, 
pleasures, and practices of the world ; and be- 
ware lest its politics, speculations, and schemes, 
jBwallow us up. We are not placed here to 
amass a fortune, or gain a name ; but to glorify 
oifl* Father which is in heaven. 

Nothing on earth I call my own: 
A stranger to tlie world unknown, 

I all their goods despise ; 
I trample on their whole delight. 
And neck a country out of s\ght,— 

A country in the skiefi. 
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// is God ichicli ti'orhethm you. — Phil. ii. 13. 
'^PHIS is for our encouragement, and on tho 
J- ground of it we are exhorted to work with 
fear and trembling. Tliat God dwells in his 
people, is a glorious fact ; but it is a great 
mystery. And he dwells in us for our good as 
well as his own glory. He helpeth our infirmi- 
ties. He subdues our corruptions. He quick- 
ens our gi'aces. He enables us to keep his 
precepts and observe his laws. We must work 
by the precept, which is our rule ; and expect 
him to put forth his power and enable us, whicJi 
is our privilege. Beloved, what an unspeakable 
blessing is this, to have God working in us both 
to will and to do of his own good pleasure! 
Well may he require us to suffer great things, 
and to do great things ; and well may we say, 
''I can do all things, through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.^' Let us realize this fact to- 
day, and let us beseech the Lord to put forth 
his power in us more manifestly, and so bring 
every thouglit into subjection to Jesus Christ. 
What cannot the man do, who has omnipotence 
working in him ? What can we do without the 
putting forth of divine power in us? Jesus 
said, " Without me ye can do nothing." 

Tis he that works to will ; 
Tis he that works to do; 
His is the power by which we act, 
11 is be the glory too I 
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that 1 were as in months past! — Job xxix. 2. 

THE most pleasant is not always the most 
prolitable. The past is not perhaps really 
the best. Then we had more sensible comfort, 
but now we have more faith. Then we had a 
smoother path, but now we experience more of 
the power of God. Bright and joyous seasons 
are not the most fruitful. Besides, conflicts are 
necessary. We must be tried. Every grace 
must be called into exercise. We must learn 
the value of the promises, by our deep and 
pressing need of them. God is more glorified 
by sustaining us in weakness, keeping us in 
danger, preserving us in the conflict, and guid- 
ing us along the dark and difficult way, than 
by filling us with joy and peace. Let us not 
think too much of the past, or fancy that the 
former days were better than these ; but let us 
ask, " How can I glorify God in my present cir- 
cumstances? How can I turn my present 
darkness, temptations, and trials to some good 
account ?" The present may be preparatory to 
something peculiarly blessed : at least it is ne- 
cessary to our soul's welfare and prosperity. 

may I still from sin depart; 
A wise and understanding heart, 

Jesus, to me be given, 
And let me througli thy Spirit know 
To glorify my Grod below, 

And find my way to Iicavun. 



1 
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The meekness and gentleness of Christ. 
2 Cor. X. 1. 

*j,j 'pHE Lord Jesus was the meek and lowly lair 

-*• He said, " Learn of me, for I am meek a 

lowly of heart ; and ye shall find rest unto yo 

souls." He is our great example. He requii 

us to imitate him. He was never angry wi 

anything but sin. He was never severe b 

with hypocrites and hardened offenders. ] 

desires us to be meek and gentle toward all 1 

people. Do they err ? We are meekly to i 

struct them. Do they fall ? We are to rest< 

tliem in the spirit of meekness. He pronoonc 

the meek blessed. " Ble.ssed are the meek, i 

they shall inherit the earth." He directs us 

be " gentle, shewing all meekness unto all mei 

To put on meekness, because the ornament 

a meek and quiet spirit is in the sight of G 

of great price. To walk in " all lowliness a 

meekness, forbearing one another in love." ' 

make it the object of our daily and ardent pi 

suit, " follow after meekness." Beloved, do ^ 

not often fail here ? Are we representing '* t 

meekness and gentleness of Christ?" Do ^ 

set a proper estimate on these things, and se 

tlicm as wc .should? 

Lord I fain would learn of thco 
3Ieekne88 and humWVty; 
Fill mc, Spirit froTO ft\K>yc. 
iiUJ of gentleness .ma\oN^ 
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^e are all as an unclean thing, — Isa. Ixiv. 6. 
IIS is our state by nature, whatever we may 
be made by grace. We were bom filthy, 
ce the ancient inquiry and reply, " Who can 
ig a clean thing out of an unclean? Not 
/' The uncleanness of our hearts soon 
eared in our lives, we loved the filthy, and 
sued the forbidden object. Uncleanness 
urates from God, and disqualifies for heaven, 
re shall in no wise enter there, any thing 
; defileth, or that worketh abomination, or 
; maketh a lie. We must be cleansed, or 
sh. Our sacrificial cleansing, or the removal 
)ar guilt, can only be by the sacrifice of 
18 : his blood must be sprinkled upon us, or 
t will not be removed from us. Our inward 
using, or sanctification, is by the Holy Spirit 
g the glorious gospel. The truth must be 
led to us, become a powerful principle with- 
B, and the rule that regulates and guides us. 
more we feel its power, the more we shall 
over and deplore our uncleanness ; and the 
B we shall long, pray, and strive for true 
less, or conformity to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
ry truly sanctified soul mourns daily over 
ird defilement, and cleaves to the Lord Jesus, 

could I find some pcaceftil bower, 
Where sin has neither place nor power! 
77j/« traitor vile I fain would &A\\\\\, 
JJnt aumot from his prcsawcc ymu. 
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An evil heart of unbelief . — Heb. iii. 12. 
TTIS BELIEF is a disease of the heart. It is a 
^ want of confidence in God. An evil heart 
of unbeUef, is an evil unbelieving heart ; or a 
heart destitute of confidence in God. It was 
tlie want of confidence in God that kept Israel 
out of Canaan; it is the want of confidence 
that keeps sinners from Christ ; and it is this 
want of confidence that is the root of our fears, 
doubts, perplexities, barrenness, and backsliding 
from God. The confidence of the heart is 
what God requires. The confidence of the 
heart God loves, approves, and rewards. The 
confidence of the heart is the ground of all true 
comfort. For as in the world there could be 
no comfort in the social, or domestic circle, 
without confidence ; so in spiritual things, there 
can be no comfort without confidence. Take* 
heed therefore, brethren, lest there be in any of 
you, an evil unbelieving heart which departs 
from the living God. But, exercise confidence 
in the work of Jesus, for your acceptance with 
God ; and exercise confidence in the promises 
of God, for all you can possibly need. Faith is 
the confident expectation of promised blessings, 
tlierefore be strong in faith, giving glory to God, 

let me then at length be tau;(ht 
(What I am still so slow to learn) 

That God is love and changes not, 
Nor knows th-i sliadow of a turu. 
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Thehead over all thifigs to the church, — Eph. i. 22. 

THE Lord Jesus became the responsible Sub- 
stitute of his people, and he is now exalted 
to be he^d over all things for their benefit. All 
power is given unto him in heaven and in earth, 
all things are put under his feet ; the material 
and the spiritual. He rules matter and mind ; 
the physical, intellectual, and spiritual ; the good 
and the bad: and he rules all for the good of his 
people. This is the point upon which his eye is 
steadily and constantly fixed, therefore all things 
most work together for our good. The church 
comprises all who were chosen by the Father, 
all who were redeemed by the Son, all who are 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Those whom the 
Father chose, the Son died to redeem ; and those 
whom the Son redeemed, the Holy Spirit quick • 
ens, calls, and sanctifies. These constitute the 
one churchy of which Christ is the head, and for 
the welfare of which all things are put under his 
feet. Do we belong to that church ? Do we 
know Christ, and trust our souls in his hands ? 
Do we obey Christ, and seek in all things to 
glorify him? If so, — 

Why should his people now be sad ; 
Nunc have such reason to be glad, 

As those redeemed to God ; 
Jesus the mighty Savioar lives, 
To them eternal life he gives, 

Tlie purchase of his blood. 



■c^,« 



a punishes one ein by i 
" U8 to fell into another. Every air 
its ovra punishment, and we can aometire 
the sin in the punUhment. Our back 
reprove n», they become our preachers, ai 
solemnly address us. Tliey point back 
the past, to the days of our first love, wl 
evidences were bright, our joys stroi 
hopes lively, our faith vigorous, and o 
spects bright 1 these are placed in conCn 
our gloomy doubts, harassing fears, 
frames, painful suspicions, and dreary f 
ings ; and a soul-pierciug voice cries, 
and see that it is an evil thing and bitti 
thou hast forsaken the I^ord thy God. 
loved, what is our experience this momic 
it that of the child who walks and co 
with his beloved Father ia peaco? Or, is 
of the ungrateful, dlBohedieiit prodigal, i 
slighted a Father's love, shunned a t'atbe 
sence, and wlio is fearing a Father's Trow 
we have wandered, let us return. 



jH my Gulile to happillF 
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J have set the Lord always before me. 
Ps. xvi. 8. 

HE that lives under an habitual sense of tlie 
Lord's presence, will live a life of comfort, 
holiness, and love. He that sets God before him 
as an example which he is to imitate, and keeps 
hia glory in view in all that he does, will be a 
eonsistent Christian. But it is to be feared that 
such characters are very rare. The Lord Jesus 
did so constantly, the whole time he sojourned 
on earth : David purposed to do so, but he failed. 
He did not keep his eye fixed on God's holiness, 
or his heart in the enjoyment of God's love, or 
he never would have fallen as he did. But no 
doubt the purpose was a preservative, so long as 
he paid attention to it; and discovered that his 
hetft was in a good state when he formed it. 
Beloved, let us set the Lord before us this day. 
Let his law be our rule, his love our solace, 
his glory our sum, and communion with him our 
chief delight. Let us copy his mercy, imitate 
his holiness, and resemble him in the exercise of 
jkstice. In a word, let us do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with our God. He that sets 
God before him in life, will have nothing to fear 
in death, or beyond the grave. 

Before my eyes my Lord I'll place, 
Ne'er shiJl my soul forget his gi-acc : 
Near my right-hand, my guard coufe-l, 
My God on whom unmov'd I rest . 
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Bij the grace of God I am tchat I a)fi, 
1 Cor. XV. 10. 

1) AUL traces up all good to the favour of God. 
What he was, he was by grace. What he 
did, he did by grace. "WTiat he expected, he ex- 
pected from grace. His conversion was a re- 
markable display of grace in its frecnesa, sove- 
reignty, and power. His gifts, graces, and use- 
fulness, all flowed spontaneously from grace; 
therefore he felt deep humility, and ascribed 
the glory of all he did to the Lord alone. He 
could speak of his sufferings, he could enu- 
merate the great things he had done, but lest 
any one should ascribe ought to him, or at all 
glory in him, he said, " Not I, but the grace of 
God that was with me." Beloved, let us copy 
this excellent example, and let us ascribe every 
thing that is really good, either in ourselves 
or others, to the distinguishing grace of God. 
He that honours the grace of God will be sure 
to be honoured by the God of grace. Grace 
always humbles its possessor, and therefore 
they who have the most grace are the most 
Immble. Proud, conceited, selfish professors, 
know very little, if any thing, of the tnie grace 
of God experimentally, 

llicn Kive all the Rlory to hht holy name, 

To him all the glory belongs ; 
Be yonm tlie high icy 8t\M to aowwvV twtttv UU Dui.o, 
And crown him In eac\\ ot yowv wjwrjw 
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Is there no balm in GiUadf — Jer. viii. 22. 

GILEAD of old was famous for its balm; and 
what Gilead was, the gospel is — ^yea more. 
The balm of Gilead would heal some wounds, 
the gospel will heal all. Is thine heart wound- 
ed? It may be by the guilt of sin, the unkind- 
ness of friends, the opposition of the world, or 
the false representations of Satan. There is 
balm in our Gilead, and there is a Physician 
there. Take thy wounded heart to the gospel 
— ^take it to the Saviour. Pray the Holy Spirit 
to apply one of the leaves of the tree of life, or 
the precious blood of the dear Redeemer. Either 
of these would heal thee. Jesus bindeth up 
the broken in heart, and healeth all their 
wounds. Let not thy spirit droop, yield not to 
dreary despondency, but " Go up to Gilead and 
take balm.*' Lay hold on the promises and in- 
vitations of the gospel by faith, they will soothe, 
soften, cheer, and heal thy wounded soul. The 
remedy is infallible, it never failed yet. It is a 
universal medicine, and will suit all ages, cases, 
climates, and characters. Pore not then on thy 
wounds, dwell not on thy sorrows^ look not at 
thy griefs ; but apply at once to Jesus, he will 
bring you health and cure, he will heal you. 

By his safTerings, death, and merits, 

By his Godhead, blood, and pain, 
Broken hearts, or -wounded spirits, 

Ave at once made nvliole agiviv. 
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So shall thy God rejoice over thee. — ^Isa. Ixii. 6. 

THAT God should save a sinner at all, is a 
surprising display of unmerited grace. B<it 
tliat he should bring that sinner into the dosest 
possible relation to himself, and rejoice over 
liim, is indeed most wonderful. And yet it i» 
most true. For our Maker becomes our Hut* 
band; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the 
bride, so will our God rejoice over us. He set 
liis heart upon us. He encircled us with his 
infinite love. He determined to raise us to his 
glorious throne. He purposed to make us one 
with himself. He sent his only begotten Son 
to redeem us. He sent his Holy Spirit to re- 
generate us. He intends to raise us from the 
(lead, perfect in holiness, and robed with immor* 
tality. He will present us before his glorious 
presence with exceeding joy. He will joy over 
us with singing. What exquisite joy will this 
impart? Jehovah singing with joy over his ran- 
somed and restored creatures, as though their 
Fjdvation could increase or perfect his happiness. 
Let us meditate on this glorious fact, and pre- 
pare for the stupendous event. 

Tliy God well pleased and satisfied. 
Shall view bis ima^^e in thy breast, 

Shall plory o'er his spotless bride, 
And in his love for ever rest: 

TJie hosts of heaven for l\\ee «'xc\v\o^'. 
And condescend to su\r ^v)T \o>j. 
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Learn of me,, — Matt. xi. 29. 

JESUS is our great pattern and example, and 
every disciple should learn of him. He 
goes before us through all the duties and trials 
of life, and shows us how they should be per- 
formed and borne. He. teaches us how to bear 
poverty without complaining, and popularity 
without pride. How to endure contradiction 
without resentment, and to bestow favours on 
the unthankful and unworthy. Go, learn of 
Jesus to live by faith on thy Father's word ; to 
cultivate fellowship with thy Father in private ; 
to do thy Father's will in public; to suffer 
all thy Father has appointed thee ; and to pre- 
fer his will before thy own. Go, learn of him 
how to sympathize with the poor ; to. labour for 
the sick ; and to pour benefits and blessings on 
all. Go, learn of him, to be meek and lowly ; 
patient and forgiving ; industrious and devout ; 
and to glorify God in thy body and spirit 
which are God's. Learn not of heathens, how- 
ever virtuous ; learn not of professors, however 
amiable; but learn of Jesus, for his motives 
were pure, and his conduct was perfect ^ 

Lord, T fain would learn of thee 
Meekness and humility; 
In thy {gentleness of mind. 

In thy lowliness of heart, 
Rest mine inmost soul shaW fVtxiV.; 

itest t/iat never can depart. 
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They shall rejoice in their portion. — ^Isa. Ixi. 7. 

THE Lord's people often appear to have veiy 
little to rejoice in on earth, the ground of 
their joy is invisible. The Lord is their portioa 
now, and in possessuig him they really posseM 
all tilings. They are a kingdom of priests, and 
the Lord is their inheritance. But they shall 
possess the glorious land also, as their portion 
by and by; a land where storms never rise, dis- 
eases never come, sorrow is never known, aiid 
pain is never felt. Wliere the Lamb shall be 
their light, and a present God their gloiy. Bat 
they may and do rejoice on their way to it, 
though not so much as they should. They 
should rejoice that they have infallible direction, 
so that they can never miss their road; omni- 
potent protection, so that they shall safely arrive 
at the end ; unfailing supplies, so that they shall 
never be left to want ; and in the glorious fact, 
that God overrules every thing for their good. 
They shall rejoice in their portion, in its great- 
ness, for it is vast as infinity; in its goodness, 
for it is the best in existence; in its permanence, 
for it shall never pass into other hands ; in its 
purity, for it is perfect holiness ; and in its cer- 
t.iinty, for it can never be forfeited or lost. 

Happy Cliristian, fear not thon I 
Triumph when tliy I^rd appears; 
J/c who is thy poTtUmnovj, 
Will he thine thronRVx o\\A\o?«\cvmk 
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The last enetny, — 1 Cor. xv. 26. 

THE Christian has many enemies, wliich shall 
all be subdued. But there is one enemy 
that comes last, which is death. This the 
Christian often dreads. Sometimes he fears the 
pains of dying, and at other times the couse^ 
quences of death. He is haunted with so many 
temptations on the subject, and plied >vith such 
crafty suggestions. " If you should be wrong I 
If you have been deceiving yourself! If you 
should find all your expectations fancy T* These, 
and many such like things, are thrown into the 
mind, and they harass, perplex, and trouble it. 
The best way is, when such things exercise us, 
to look directly to Jesus, to call upon his dear 
name, to seek a smile from him, and this will 
drive away a thousand such thoughts as these. 
Death is the last enemy that shall be destroyed : 
it will outlive all the rest. But it must be de- 
stroyed, for Jesus will swallow up death in vic- 
tory. We shall see it chased from God's crea- 
tion, and life in purity and perfection reigning. 
We shall die but once ; and then all will be hap- 
piness, and honour. But will this be mine ? 

Yea, for my God has said the word, 
The servant shall be with his Lord, 

And see him £etce to face ; 
Tliere shall I know as I am known, 
Sliine in the robe, and wear ti\fc cx^^vv, 

OfJcsub' ri;;!) tcousncaa. 
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The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us dU, 

Isa. liii. 6. 

JESUS was the sin-bearer of his people. All 
their sins were imputed to liim ; they met 
upon him, they were punished in him, and 
they were put away by him. Let us view 
Jesus as our substitute, standing in our place, 
meeting our demands, bearing our desert, and 
sccuiing our everlasting deliverance from sin 
and all its penal consequences. The Fatlrar 
laid our sins upon Jesus ; he took them from us 
and charged them on him. This was accordiflg 
to the agreement in the everlasting covenant. 
What a mystery is this ! The innocent is re- 
puted guilty. The Holy One is punished as a 
sinner. The Just One is put to death for the 
unjust. Jesus died because wo had sinned, and 
rose again that we might be justified. This 
truth ought to be kept constantly before the 
mind; it will preserve our peace, prevent our 
fears, strengthen our faith, enlarge our expecta- 
tions, give fervour to our prayers, and zeal to 
our praises. Behold the Lamb of God, who 
hath taken away the sin of the world. "VVe 
have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

See all your sins on Jesus laid, 

The Lamb of God wum kIuiu ; 
JJJs soul was once au v>ffoY\uy; wy.Ac 

I'ur fullcii, siufvU uiuiu 
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That your joy might hefuLL — 1 John i. 4. 

THE Lord loves to see his people happy, 
and therefore he has made full provision 
for them in his Holy Word. He bids them 
cast all their cares upon him, to expect every 
necessary good thing from him, and to rejoice 
always in him. John wrote to the brethren in 
his day : he told them that God was love ; that 
Ofarist was their propitiation and advocate ; that 
they were the sons of God ; that God had given 
unto them eternal life, and had admitted them 
into union with himself; and all this that their 
Joy might be full. Beloved, all our sorrows 
gpring from our sins, but our joys are the gifts 
of free grace. There is enough in ourselves to 
make us miserable, but there is enough in Jesus 

' to^ VA with joy under the most miserable cir- 
cumstances. Let us endeavom* to live out of 
self upon Christ, to make use of him for our 
present happiness, as well as our everlasting 
salvation. Let us bear in mind to-day, that 

• €rod*8 word is to make us happy, and that every 
doctrine, promise, and precept, rightly under- 
stood, is calculated to do so. O Lord, thy saints 
are a happy people, may I share in their happi- 
ness, and so glorify thy name ! 

Their daily delight shall be in thy name, 
They shall, as their right, thy righteousness claim : 
ntX rif^teouauem wearinjr, and c\ca.utfA\>"j Wx'j V.uvi'Jc^ 
liuJd shuU they appear in the vrcaeucvi o? Cjic»>l. 
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Good news from afar country, — ^Prov. xxv. 25. 

WE are all fond of hearing news, and espe- 
cially news from a distance. Bat if we 
liave friends in the distant land, that causes us 
to feel a special interest in it. The gospel is 
good news from heaven. It comes to tell us 
that God is love; that peace is made; that 
Jesus has all power in heaven and in earth; and 
that we are invited to receive and enjoy all the 
blessings of life and salvation freely. He tells 
us of acceptance with God, of access with con- 
fidence to God, and of an interest in all the pro- 
mises of God. 1 hese tidings were sent direct 
from God, and that we might the more rea- 
dily and confidently believe them, they were 
sent by the Son of God. Heaven is our coun- 
try. It is far off". But we have tidings re- 
specting it, and a well- executed map of the way 
to it. There our brethren rest and rejoice ; there 
a mansion is being fitted up for our reception ; 
there we shall be received when death has exe- 
cuted its commission upon us. Blessed be God 
for news from heaven, and especially for such 
good news ! 

when shall we at once go up. 
Nor this side Jordan longer stop, 

But the good land possess? 
When shall we end our lingering years, 
Onr sorrows, sins, and dou\>l&,a.wOi\:tta.\v,— 

A howling wilderness. 
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I will come to you. — John xiv. 18. 

THE presence of Jesus is the delight of his 
people. When he told his disciples that 
he must leave them, it filled their hearts with 
sorrow. But he assured them that he would not 
leave them as orphans, without the comfort of 
a Father^s presence, care, and protection, but 
that he would come unto them. When he arose 
from the dead, he visited them in person ; and 
when he ascended into heaven, he visited them 
by his Spirit. Jesus still visits his people. He 
comes to us in the closet, in the sanctuary, in 
the business, and in the solitary walk. He loves 
to meet us, manifest himself unto us, and make 
our hearts bum within us. He meets us in 
trouble, to cheer us; in sickness, to comfort us; 
and in death, to give us victory over the last 
foe. But he loves to be invited by his people, 
let us invite him to meet us to-day. The place 
is not particular; for he looks at the person, 
not the place; at the state of the heart, not the 
circumstances in which we are placed. If he 
come to us, he will bring a blessing with him, 
for he never comes empty handed. 

Saviour, I langiiish at thy stay! 

I pine for thee with longing smart! 
Weary and faint through long delay : 

When -wilt thou come into my heart ? 
From ain and sorrow set me iwc, 
Auil swallow up my soul \xvt\\vivi\ 
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Turn tioa to thy God. — Hoeea lii. 6. 

ISRAEL hod wsiiJerad from the Lord. Thj 
had Iiu-Lied to hini the bade uid not t1 
fiLce. Thia waa moct nngralefol and jti wW" 
Hut have not wo done the same? Cad wsn 
read our owii conduct in that of God's HHta 
people? Sorely we may. Let as then Sab 
to the word whivh the Lord addreued to thai 
It is iL word full of love. It u the F^thU'.M] 
ing the prodigal child back to hit home aid'' 
his bosom. Re says, " Turn," you are in H 
wrong path. Yon are punning au iinpni|l 
course. You are following s fslH gidde. "ZV 
lAou to thy God." He longs to receive Ui 
bnck. Ho longs to hiess thee with a MnM' 
his pordoDiog lave. He waits to be gmola 
unto thee. Turn to him as thy father Jso 
did. Ptead with him as he tUd on the jdain* 
I'eiilcl. Wrestle until thou shall prevail, * 
cany away his blessing iu thy bosDm. Bdott 
let ua turn to our God this morning. Let 
corifesH our sins, crave his pardon, acknowled 
liis forbearance and mercy, and seek deep I 
pentaiice and his Holy Spirit. 



e, fullli, uul fuAim i^ik. 
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Pure religion^ — James i. 27. 
^IGION is devotedness to God, and sup- 
poses reconciliation to God, fellowsliip with 
coming under the yoke of God, and being 
e mind and spirit with God. Many profess 
on who do not understand its nature, pos- 
ts principles, or practise its precepts. They 
lot enlightened. They are not sincere, 
are not devout. Pure religion flows from 
principles, runs in a pure chaimel, and 
at pure ends. Pure religion is humble, 
ious, self-denying. The truly religious 
not only embraces the doctrines of the 
)!, but practises its precepts; not only wor- 
God, but benefits his fellow men ; is not 
devout, but devoted. He pities the father- 
sympathises with the widow, and keeps 
elf unspotted from the world. K he can 
ji orphan's tears, if he can minister to a 
w*8 wants, if he can bring a soul to God, or 
y way promote the holiness and happiness 
a fellow man, he is happy. Is this the 
"e of our religion? K not, it must be spu- 
. Let us examine ourselves by this test. 

Father, on me the grace bestow, 

Unblameable before thy sight. 
Whence all the streams of mercy flow; 

Mercy, thine own supreme delist. 
To me, tor 'Jesus' sake Impart, 
Aud pLuit thy natttre m my \\uurl. 
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Wm God indeed daell on tlie eanli : 
1 KingB viii. 27. 

WHEN we tliink of liis greatneia, and 
significance; of liis holiness, and ( 
purity ; of Lis righteousness, and our pe 
liCh.i ; we may well ask this question. E 
the heaven, and the heaven of heavens 
contmn him, and yet hu saya, "I dwell 
higli and holy pUce, with him aUo that i 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive th( 
of the humble, and tb revive the heart 
contrite ones." Lord, produce in u 
humility which uttractB thee to its pro 
and give ns true contrition of sool ! Bu 
dwi'lt on the e^li aa one of the creature, 
took our nature, and direlc in that uaturi 
» tabernacle. He dwalt un earth for tnoi 
thii'ty years, and did so thnt we might 
with Lim in heaven for ever. Our God I 
a servant, that ^^G might become his sons 
God obeyed the law, that we might he ji 
at his bar. Our God purcliascd us with h 
blood, and now dwells in us by hia own 
wonder of wonders! 
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The Lord ofliosta is vnth ns, — Ps. xlvi. 7. 

IF the God of armies, who has all creatures 
at his command, and under his control, be 
with us, what should we fear ? But the Lord 
of hosts is vnth us, and he is for us. He is with 
ns to defend us from every foe, to give us 
courage in every conflict, to keep us in the 
hour of temptation, and to preserve us unto his 
kingdom and glory. But his presence is not 
intended to be a substitute for our efforts, or to 
excuse our negligence. He will be honoured 
by our confidence, obedience, and daring in his 
cause. He will not defend the coward, or pro- 
tect the idle. He says, ^^ Fight the good fight of 
faith,^^ Face your foes, use your weapons, watch 
your opportunities, obey your Captain^s orders, 
be faithful unto death, and I will give tliee a 
crown of life. Beloved, let us ever remember, 
that the Lord^s presence is to give us courage, 
and to stimulate us to war a good warfare. Here 
we must fight. We must not put off our armour 
until we put on our shroud. We must not quit 
the field, until our Captain, to promote us, shall 
say, " Come up higher." He says also, " Work 
while it is called to day, for the night cometh 
wherein no man can work." 

Our Lord is /or tw, sin, devils, and men, 
With malice oppose, with violence vain ; 
Howe'er they idarm as who evil intend. 
They never can Ijarni iia, while God \a oui Yt'viwii. 
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The good that I would I do not. — Rom. ▼ii. 19. 

THE heart of the unconverted sinner ie never 
set upon doing good. He may have £ome 
faint desires and feeble wishes, but his will is not 
renewed. The believer would do good, he desires 
it, his heart is set upon it. He would love God 
with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength. 
He would believe in Jesus without wavering, 
and obey him without ceasing. He would hi 
jnstwhat God requires him to be, and he wonld 
do all that the Saviour commands him to do: 
but he is weak, he has a body of sinful princi* 
pies within him, and he finds that they often 
frustrate his purposes, and spoil his best formed 
plans. He cannot do the things that he wonld, 
and he toill not do the things that he could. 
The sin that dweUs in him prevents the one, 
and the Spirit that dwells in him forbids the 
other. The conflict in his bosom is constant, 
and often sharp. It is for life; for until death 
there is no discharge in that war. The flesh 
will lust against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh, so that we cannot do the things that 
we would. for more grace to resist evil, to 
do good, to honour God, to exalt Christ, and to 
prepare for his kingdom ! 

But if indeed ItPouJd, 
Though I can nothing do ; 
Yet the dosire is something irood, 
For iK'lnch my praise is due. 



JULY 1. 183 

Lordy who is like unto thee ? — Ps xtcxv, 10. 

THE ways of God are wonderful, they strike 
us with surprise. His condescension is so 
great, his mercy is so free, his power is so vast, 
and his righteousness so glorious, that when we 
see them displayed in his dealings with as, or with 
those about us, we are led to exclaim, '^Lord, 
who is like unto thee?" Jehovah has no equal* 
He is infinitely superior to all other. His ways 
are as much above our ways, as the heavens are 
above the earth. He doeth wondrous things. 
Let us then look to him through the whole of 
this month. Let us expect him to work won- 
drously. He says, " Call upon me, and I will 
shew thee great and mighty things that thou 
knowest not." When we can expect from no 
other, we may expect from our God. When 
no one else can help us, he can deliver us with 
ease. His word is given, his mind is unchange- 
able, his ways are at times mysterious, but 
mercy and truth always go before his face. 
Our God is incomparable ! And this is true of 
his mercy, pity, power, compassion, forbearance, 
holiness, and love. 

His arm is might, — and strong his hand. 
Justice and Judgment waiting stand 

Around his throne exalted high ; 
But midst the glories of his face. 
Ills mercy and his truth we trace, 

Sweet mingled rays which call us nl^h. 
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erciful tome a nrmer. — Luke xviii. 13. 
EK can have no claim ou a just and 

God. He has nothing to plead, for 
ed in a state of rebellion against God. 
lothing to appeal to but God*8 mercy, 
as displayed through a mediator. God 
ous in Jesus. But he can show no 
It through him. We must therefore 
e on the cross, when we go to him for 
sace, or everlasting life. The publican 
eed of mercy. He felt that he was 
iworthy of mercy. He would not so 
ift up his eyes to heaven, but he smote 
east, the seat of his sin and his suffer- 
ried, " God be merciful to me a sinner.** 
%ye you ever felt, as this publican felt. 

ever prayed, as this publican prayed? 

ave, you often pray so, for we shall 

t beyond this prayer while we live 

t will always be suitable. If yon have 

s felt and prayed, you are dead in sin, 

state is very dangerous. No one ever 

e Saviour, until he felt himself a lost 

nd no one was ever saved by Jesus, 

not prize him. Lost sinners cry for 

id all who seek shall find. 

A pTuilty helpless sinner I, 
AfMt without his mercy die ; 
IJut when tt\\a w a\v vny viea, 
God In CUmt \ft Xovt Vo m*i. 
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J beseech thee shew me thy glory. — Exod. 
xxxiii. 18. 

THE essential glory of Gk)d*s nature cannot be 
seen by us, our powers and faculties are not 
able to bear it. But the glory of his perfections, 
as they shine forth in his works, and especially 
in our salvation, may. Jesus is the brightness 
of his glory, and the express image of his person. 
He is the image of the invisible God. He is 
the mirror in which the glory of God is seen. 
If therefore God answer this prayer in our ex- 
perience, he will shine into our hearts, and give 
us the light of the knowledge of his glory, in 
the fiice of Jesus Christ. All the glory of 
God is in Christ; if therefore the eyes of our 
mind are opened, if the Holy Spirit reveals 
Jesus to us, we shall see the Lord^s glory. And 
this sight will humble us in the dust before him, 
overwheUn us with shame on account of our 
sins, inspire us with confidence to trust in his 
word, and draw out our warmest love and most 
solemn reverence toward him. The more we 
see of God^s glory, the more we shall hate sin, 
be weaned from the world, pant after holiness, 
delight in worship, and practise his precepts. 
Lord manifest thyself to me in Jesus to-day I 

Father, shew to me thy glory, 

Prostrate at thy gracious throM«\ 
Make thy goodness pass before v.>e, 
All thy goodness In thy Sou. 
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He fAaU §am ki$peopk/gm tt^ 9hm.' 

Matt. L 2L > PiTinn 

THE Sayionr't people wen glvn Un^ w 
Esther. Tli^werelirrQltediBaUttlmaiB- 
eequeneee of Adam'a on. Tbiif hid valbiiHir 
case worse by aeta«ltnii^gre«ioil« ^^A^gDta^^ 
not contribute ihe leaat townd ibmtmrtaafiif^ 
tion. They had neitheririll nor pefw€r i>j i> d b. 
If they were aaved it nniat be wholly Afrm- 
other. Jesus loTod them| aa the gtt itfdUa 
Father, with all the strength iji hia nataBBjmBa 
was determined to aave them. He iiiifliiiiiifitti 
covenant to do ao. He came into tfaawehldlv 
this purpose. Not to he^ them to aavtt^i 
selves, but to save them himself; to the 
GU)d tiie Father. He therefore aaaumMihiir 
nature, took theur pUuse, represented thaitf)^ 
sons, obeyed and suffered in thdr stead, 'indaqfo 
fared a sacrifk^ to Gbd, which, for tPMm -filt 
away their sins. He then asce&ded tdri^oif, 
received the Holy Spirit, and sent him HitoiW 
world to call, sanctify, teach, comfort, and.giride 
them to glory. He therefore is called Jesniilbr 
he saves all his people from their sins. -•. :i: ) 

Jems Is onr great salTitlon, ,'* . 

Worthy of our beBfeeiteem! ■..•>••<' 

He has saved his fkvourite luition ; 

Join to s\uK aioud to him : 
He has saved us, 
Clulst aiune could \» t^dwiou 
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Where art thou? — Gen. iii. 9. 

THIS question was proposed to fallen Adam, 
and may well be proposed to us. All by 
nature try to hide from the Lord, they cannot 
■bear the glance of his eye ; they tremble at his 
jwtice, hate his holiness, and are too proud to 
appeal to his mercy. Header, " Where art thou ?" 
Are you in your natural state? Then you are 
enmity against God, you are exposed to the 
--wrath of Gk>d, and may at any hour be banished 
•from the land of hope, into dark and hopeless 
.'^eftpair. Are you wrapped up in the garments 
of self-righteousness ? Then you are in immi- 
■ent danger, and yet do not see it. You are re- 
jecting Christ, refusing to build on the founda- 
•Cioa which God has laid, and will be required to 
fialfil every command of God*s holy law. Arc 
you in Christ? If so, you are truly blessed ; 
for every sin is pardoned, every promise of grace 
and glory is yours, to you there is no condemna- 
tion, and from Christ you shall never be separ- 
iited. Beloved, God asks, '* Where art thou ? 
No matter where you are, if you are not in 
Christ: there is no place of safety, no source of 
supply, no title to glory, but in Christ. to 
be found in him living, dying, and for ever ! 

Jesus, Savlonr, spring of hope, 
Help a fallen sinner up ; 
O tbou blessed woman^ft «wsd, 
BrniBo In me the scrponVa \w?A, 
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Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law. 

Gal. iii. 13. 

THE soul that sinneth it shall die. This is the 
sentence of God^s law. To die is to be 
separated from God, who is the Bonrce of life, 
holiness, and joy, and to be punished with (mud, 
remorse, and God's frown for ever. Man la so 
constituted that he cannot be happy without 
God ; he must knowj possess an interest «n, and 
enjoy fellowship with God ; or be restless, dis- 
satistied, and unhappy. The law dooms him to 
this, but Jesus came to deliver us from the 
curse of the law, by doing what we failed to 
perform, and by suffering what we deserved. 
He was forsaken of God. He languished in 
dreadful pain. He was overwhelmed with grief 
and sorrow. He was in an agony. He felt the 
withering curse, he drank the bitter cup, he ex- 
hausted the dreadful sentence, he satisfied divine 
justice, and now by faith in him we are delivered. 
He is accepted as our Substitute, his righteous- 
ness is placed to our account, and the blessing of 
Abraham comes upon us. We are blessed unih 
and blessed a« Abraham was. We were cursed, — 

But Jesus hath our sentence borne, 
He did in our ftflSiction^ mourn, 

A man of sorrows made, 
A servant and a cuTae for me; 
lie bears the utroobt peivaXVi, 

He suffen In my «u»wL 
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Enoch walked with God, — Gen. v. 22, 

SINNERS walk from God, they go in a con- 
trary direction; they are opposed to his 
requirements, they refuse to listen to his caU. 
But believers walk with God; in conversion, 
they turn to God ; in justification, they are ac- 
cepted before God; in sanctification, they are 
conformed to the will of God ; and then they 
walk with God. His precepts are their rule, 
his ways are their delight, his glory is their 
mm, and fellowship with himself is their source 
of satis^Eustion. They communicate with God, 
place their confidence in God, expect every 
blessing from God, and strive to imitate the 
character of God. They walk with him in filial 
love, as their Father; in holy intercourse, as 
their Friend ; and in grateful obedience, as tlieir 
covenant God. They walk with God in faith, 
believing his promises. They walk with God 
in hope, expecting his communications. They 
walk with Grod in love, enjoying his gracious 
presence and blessing. To walk with God is 
their honour, the proof of their reconciliation, 
and the evidence of their adoption. Walking 
with God on earth, they will rest with God in 
heaven. 

With €rod sweet converse T maintain. 

Great as he is, I dare be free ; 
1 ten him ail my prlef and ^ain. 
And hti revetds his love to m^ 
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Thou shjdU not tempt the Lord ihif God. 

Matt. iv. 7. 

WE may trust him, but we must not tempt him.- 
To tempt God is to run into dangers on- 
bidden, and then appeal to Grod for proteclioo*; 
It is to yield to sinful solicitations, because Grod 
iias promised to keep and preserve his people* - 
If God bring us into danger, he will preserve lU 
in it, and bring us out of it; but if we needlessly 
run into it, he may leave us to rue our foUy*. 
God has never promised to keep his people, M 
they yield to temptation, give place to th& 
devil, or indulge in any sin ; such conduct in-i 
suits his holiness, provokes his displeasure, ftnd 
calls for the rod. We must believe his pro- 
mises, and expect that he will make them good 
in the way of filial obedience. He that pre- 
sumptuously ventures into the path of tempta* 
tion, because God has promised to keep hia 
people, tempts God, and will be sure to smart 
for liis folly. Satan often misapplies scripture, 
but his design is always to lead us into sin, to 
grieve the Spirit of God, and dishonour our 
heavenly Father. 

may I tempt my Grod no more, 

By needless trials of his power, 

But humbly in thy ways attend. 

And through the means expect the en»l; 

No wonders seek, l\\y ItvvI\\ \o v^'^^"*'^ 

Not uak a sijiu Ihul '' God \s\o\(t." 
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This same shall comfort us, — Q«n. v. 29. 
said the father of Noah concerning his son, 
^' and 80 have many said since and found out 
th^ir mistake. We are always fancying that 
iv^want something which we have not, to make 
is happy; whereas true happiness consists, in 
ottr minds being brought to our circumstances, 
foft our circumstances will never be brought to 
our minds ; because our desires enlarge with our 
possessions, and we are constantly craving more. 
But what Lamech said of Noah, we may with 
tniih say of Jesus, for he is the consolation of 
I«mel, and he gives the true rest to the soul. 
If we receive him, if we realize our interest in 
him, if we live upon him, he will comfort us ; 
t&r he will sweeten all our trials, sanctify all our 
sonrows, sustain us under aU our crosses, and 
bring us safely to the promised land. He is 
the true Noah, the rest of his beloved people : 
2tRd he is saying to us this morning, " Gome unto 
■fle, ye weary, burdened, labouring ones, and I 
will give yon rest. I will comfort you in all 
your tribulations, and give you a happy issue 
out of all your afflictions." 

Then I will no more complain, 

Never at my lot repine: 
Welcome toll, and etlef, and x>ain 1 

All Is -weU If ChriHt be mine: 
He will calm my tro\ib\«(V Y»Tt.vva.t, 
Give my weai^ spirit TWt. 
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Ask, and it shall be given you. — Matt. vii. 7. 

COULD God prescribe easier terms? It is 
simply, " Ask and have.^' But then, wlutl 
we ask must be lawful, it must be necessary for 
US) and it must be promised in God^s word* 
Our desires must be good, or corresponding with 
God's law ; the thing sought, must be becom- 
ing our station and circumstances; and Grod's 
will must be consulted, as it is made known 
by his promises. We may have whatever is 
really necessary, whatever will promote our 
sanctification, or whatever will advance God^ft 
glory. But if lust influence us, God will deny 
us ; as we read, ^' Ye have not, because ye ask 
not ; ye ask and receive not, because you ask 
ami»s, that ye may consume it on your lusts/* 
The most general promise has its limit. God will 
do nothing, God will give nothing, that is ia- 
consistent with his character, or that would in- 
jure his people. If we really need, if our 
motive in seeking is pure, if the use to which 
we intend to put the blessing is good, if the end 
we aim at is God^s glory; then we may ask 
wliat we will, and it shall be given us. Let us 
ask in the name of Christ, for the honour of 
Clirist, and we cannot ask wrong. 

If God the power of asking give, 

The blessings ask'd shall all be given ; 
/ ask, expecting to teceVve, 
lliy grace, th\nc\Ti\ag^ qivCl Wvj \\vi\is*A 
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Hast tJum not reserved a blessing for mef 
G-en. xxvii. 36. 

THUS cried profane Esau to his father Isaac, 
when Jacob had supplanted him and taken 
avray his blessing : and thus have many of the 
LfOrd*s people cried to their heavenly Father. 
Beloved, is this our inquiry this morning? If 
80, it is easily answered, our God has reserved 
blessings for us. He has been bestowing bless- 
ings on his people through all past ages; but 
like the sun, which has poured light and heat 
upon our world thousands of years, and yet is 
aft full of light and heat as ever, so it is with our 
Grod. He is full of blessings. He has it in his 
heart to bless his children. He loves to see 
them gather round his throne morning by morn- 
ing to ask his blessing. Well, what do we need 
this morning? Whatever it may be, our Grod 
has it, and has it for us. Let us ask him for 
more grace. Grace to soften our hearts, to 
sanctify our tempers, to rule our tongues, to 
direct all our energies, to devote us entirely to 
his praise, and to make us both holy and happy. 
Yes, poor, depressed, sorrowful sinner, thy Father 
has reserved a blessing for thee; and the very 
blessing which you most need. 

My Savionr, my God, I trust in tliy blood, 
To brinf? me the blessing on many bestow'd : 
For US it la free fhoa^h purchaa'd by lYve^, 
Ami I know it is mine when my liOtd Va \u \\\fc. 
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Ih (hat £ndnrcth to the end shall be sa 
Matt. X. 22. 

MANY profess Christ, who do not 
Lint Tl ey iippear to begin well 
t mp f temptat o tidl away. Theref 
Sa r d Not ersry one that Bail 
m T rd Lo d shall enter into the kin^ 
I ea n buthe tl 'Lt doeth the will of my 
I ] la Q heaven Every man's pn 
11 be tried and bU who have not the 
tl p n alter n them will fell away. Ni 
t enera e will persevere, but all t 

ren v bom aga wiU The new creation 
be trojed t e fa th will prove vie 
How mportant 1 en to ascertain, " 1 
c ei d an w in Christ JeauB ?" How ( 
r 1 K on begin ? In conviction of sin ? 
did it proceed i In venturing entirely o 
ami his finished work for salvation ? In 
ardently for thoriiugh aaiictiflcatioti ? 
it with UB now ? Is Chrisl: precious ? 
nesa lovely? Is llie throne of grace oi 
resort ? Are we pretsing <m toward the 
If m, we may hope to endure, but let 



prcsi 



mr on. nil )ulD la 
fi:, una I m mwM 



JULY 13. 195 

Ib any thing too hard for the Lord, 
Gren xviii. 14. 

r' power is omnipotent, his wisdom is infinite, 
and his resources are boundless, what can 
b^.too hard for him? Look from creatures to 
thy.Qod. Take up Iiis promise and plead it. 
I'^k of his faithfulness and trust in it. Ho 
CQvld give Abraham a son in his old age. He 
c^uld bring Israel out of Egyptian bondage. 
^e -could preserve Daniel in the lions den, and 
1^ ;^hree brethren in the burning fiery furnace. 
H« could bring down the pride of Babylon, and 
bury Nineveh in ruins. Well may we say with 
oaey ''I know that thou canst do all things." 
Let u& then take our difficulties to God : and 
^hen our way is hedged up, and every thing 
sfn&ms to conspire against us, let us take courage 
4nd keep our path, remembeiing that our God 
can make a way in the sea, and a path in the 
injghty waters, and that he hath promised to 
make all his mountains a way, and tliat his high 
W/ays shall be exalted. Let us meet our un- 
belief and fears with this question, whenever 
t)iey come in like a flood, and let us look to 
God^s power, promises, and grace in all difiicult 
cases. 

Is any tiling too hard for God? 

Through Jesus we can all things do ; 
Who Satan and his works destroy'Oi^ 

ShaU make us moro than coi\q]aviTO\& Xock. 
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woman^ great is thyfaiHik! — Matt. xv. 28. 

SHE believed that Jesas would heal her 
daughter, though he seemed to say that he 
would not. She had confidence in his kindness 
though he answered her roughly. She per«evered 
in her suit, though more than once repnlsed. 
She was as humble as she was determined, and 
this is always the case with strong faith. She 
had no promise, yet she would not give up. She 
was not of the favoured nation, yet she would 
persevere in seeking the blessing. Beloved, 
what an example for us ! What a reproof for 
us I We are invited by Jesus, we have his plain 
word of promise, we have innumerable instances 
of his kindness upon record, and yet we doubt 
his love, and give way to gloomy fears and fore- 
bodings. Let us seek for strong faith. Faith 
that will give Jesus credit for being kind, in 
whatever circumstances we may be placed. 
Faith that will trust his word, though he delays 
to make it good. Faith that humbly perseveres 
notwithstanding delays, and that says with holy 
determination, "I will not let thee go, except 
tliou bless me." Faith that will take no denial, 
but pleads, argues, supplicates, weeps, and holds 
on until it prevails. 

That mighty faith on me bestow 

Which cunnot aaV. \t\ vaIu, 
Which holds, and v\\\ wot\e\.Vlwfc ??i> 

'Viii 1 my suit oblavu. 
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How long loUl this people provoke me f 
Num. xiv. 11. 

NOTHING is 80 provoking to God as unbelief, 
and yet there is nothing to which we are 
imore prone. He has spoken to us in his word ; 
ke has spoken plainly ; he has repeated his pro- 
tziises again and again ; he has confirmed them 
all by the blood of his own dear Son ; and yet 
we do not believe him. Is not this provoking ? 
What would provoke a master like a servant 
refusing to believe him ? Or, what would pro- 
voke a father like a child refusing to believe 
liim ? The man of honour feels himself insulted 
jf his professed friend refuses to believe his 
solemn protestation : and yet this is the way in 
which we daily treat our God. He says, " Con- 
fess, and I will pardon you." But we doubt it. 
He says, " Call upon me, and I will deliver you." 
But we doubt it. He says, ^* I will supply all 
your needs." But we doubt it. He says, '^ I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee." But 
who has not questioned it ? Let us seriously 
think of his own words, '* He that believeth not 
God hath made him a liar ;" and his question, 
" How long will this people provoke me ?" Lord 
forgive, and preserve us from it in future. 

Ah I Lord, with thee we ask, how lonjr 
Shall men thy x>atient Sx>irit grieve, 

T)iy power mifltnut, thy gnodivcsa v«tQVvv;> 
iTiy Ikitbful promise disbeWeve'i 
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God hath Mned in our hearts. — ^2 Cor. iv. 6. 

YE were once darknesS) and if yoa are not bo 
now, it is because Qtod hath enlightened 
you. We were all once ignorant of God, igno- 
rant of ourselves, and ignorant of ^the Lotd 
Jesus. In reference to our state, all was darit. 
In reference to our destiny, all dark. Diik 
ignorance sat enthroned in our understandings, 
therefore we were careless, cruel, hardened, and 
presumptuous. But when God shone into our 
hearts, we discovered our state, caught a gtimpse 
of his true character, became alarmed at dor 
condition, and began to look out and inquire toir 
deliverance. When he shone again, we saw the 
Lord Jesus as the Saviour of sinners ; he i^- 
peared just suited to us, and we began to long, 
pray, and seek for an interest in his glorious 
person and finished work. Another ray enabled 
us to see that we were welcome to him ; and we 
embraced him as God*8 salvation, found peace, 
enjoyed liberty, had access into God's favour, 
and rejoiced in hope of his glory. Lord, shine 
into our hearts again, sliine often, that in thy 
light we may see light, and glorify thy narael 

Expand thy winpra, celestial Dove, 
And brooding o'er my nature's nigJit, 

Call forth the ray of heavenly love. 
Let Uiere itv my dark sonl be lij;ht. 

And fill the Wu«tTa\viOL vvVws* 

W i 1 1 1 glorious \)v:k wa vA \\v a\ viwXvj XiXv^s. 
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His toork is perfect, — Deut. xxxii. 4. 

AN infinitely perfect mind will produce a per- 
fect work. Eveiy work of God is wrought 
by a perfect plan, by a perfect agency with the 
:Jn08t suitable instruments, and with infallible 
•ttccess. Failure belongs to man, not to God. 
■The work of creation is complete. The work 
of providence is perfect as fiu: as it is finished, 
and so is the work of grace. Jesus has perfectly 
fulfilled the law, answered all the claims of 
divine justice, frustrated the designs of his foes, 
and provided for the certain salvation of all his 
people. When the work of salvation is finished, 
it will be the most magnificent work which even 
God ever wrought. It will be a mirror to re- 
flect and reveal all the glorious attributes, per- 
fections, purposes, and thoughts of the Most 
High. Blessed be the Lord Jesus for his per- 
fect work 1 In this we are justified, in this we 
can approach the throne of God with boldness, 
in tills we may meet death without fear, and in 
this we shall be acquitted before the great white 
throne. It is our bridal robe, our title to the 
heavenly mansions, and the ground of our hojie. 

Jcstu, Son of God, thou art 

Oinnipoteuce divine, 
Now a&snre my fearful Iicart 
Tlmt all thou art is mine; 
On nic tliy perfect work bcRtov, 
And make um live Like Wxmm \>v:\viv<. 
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Ye know not what ye oat. — Matt. ii. 

MANY things appear to be good wliicli 
really so; and maiiy things are i 
tliemselves which are not good Tor ui 
Saviour's disciples often ask amiaa, and t 
for what would not really do them goc 
when they- do so, he mercifully deniei 
It may often he Raid to us, " Yu known 
ye ask," Wa ask perhaps fordeepersai 
tion, and in !0 doing we ask for trials 
crosses, and templatioiiB. We ask to he 
from tlio -world, and in so doing we 
Iroables, difKcuhiee, and perhaps bodil 
tions. We ask for stronger faith, ho 
patience, atid iti Eo doing we ask for clcu 
more painful discoveries of the corruptio 
lieiirt, and more violent asaauhs from Sac 
we have ever experienced. It is very p 
thnt we sliall see by and hy, that our i 
trials and our bitterest sorrows, were j 
sivers to our prayers. We tii upon some 
we set our heart upon it, we pray eames 
we may possess it, but do not tliiiik of tl 
ful process tlu'ougli wliiuh we must pass t 

SllndJi- we ask fiir pnla and lou, 



P 
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Underneath are the everlasting arms. — Deut. 

xxxiii. 27. 

THAT is underneath every believer. Tliey 
are there to bear him up, to bear him on, 
and to preserve from all real danger. The arms 
of God are invisible, no one sees them ; they are 
spiritual, no one feels them; they are careful, no 
one falls out of them ; they are omnipotent, no 
one overcomes them. If the everlasting arms 
of my God are underneath me, I may quietly 
yield myself unto him ; I may confidently ex- 
pect protection ; I may be certain he will lift 
me above my foes ; and I may feel assured that 
lie will safely convey me home. Aged saints 
may rejoice in this ; for to them the Lord says, 
" Even to your old age I am he ; and even to 
hoar hairs I will carry you ; I have made, and 
I will bear ; even I will carry, and will deliver 
you." And weak believers may rejoice in this, 
for '^ He shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; he 
shall gather the lambs with his arms, and carry 
them in his bosom.^' to realize this sweet 
and encouraging truth, and to rejoice in the 
Saviour^s assurance, " My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all ; and no one is able 
to phick them out of my Father's hand 1" 

Through strength like this my soul shall walk 

The gloomy desert through ; 
Tliose everlasting arms shall grant 

Support uDd victory too. 
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W/ty stand ye here all the day idlef — Mutt. xx. (k 
IT AN was formed for employment, and he eaxi(- 
-"^ not be happy except he is employed. Idkp- 
ncss always breeds misery and nnhappmess. But 
believers especially should be industrious; they 
should be diligent in their worldly caUings, and 
every one should be working for Gh>d. Why 
stand ye idle f You cannot say that yoa hare 
nothing to do. There is the truth, circulate it. 
There are the ignorant, instruct them. Thae 
are the sick, visit them. There are the poor, 
relieve them. Why stand ye Tiere idle ? Then 
is so much to be done, and so much wants doing 
immediately. Look in what direction you will, 
you will find plenty of work. Why stand all 
the day idle? If you rested for awhile, yoa 
should work the remainder of your time. Work 
all day, for the night cometh, and it will soon 
be here. Why are ye idle? Satan is busy. 
Erroneous men are busy. Angels are busy. 
Other believers are busy. Why &re ye idle? 
Why stand idle ? As if you were willing to 
work, or going to work, when you know you do 
not intend? Reader, God calls the slothful 
wickiid ; and all idlers, especially idlers in the 
church, will be visited with correction. 

Shi'.ll I stand idle still, 

'Till life's sliort day la p»Ht, 
Or iu)\v \)ep:\n to ^o \.\\\ v;V\. 

iviul woik foT GoOl v\\. \v\. Vt 
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ItoiU noifail thee^ norforsctke thee. — ^Josh. i. 5. 

EARTHLY friends may fail us; and if we 
: trust them^ they will fail us ; and fail us 
jfiien we most need them. But he that putteth 
Ips trust in the Lord shall be safe. God pro- 
inised Joshua that he would not fail him, and 
^d tiever did. He tried him. He allowed others 
Ufitry him. He made him pray. He allowed 
hnn to fear. But he never failed him in any 
struggle, but gave him occasion and grace to 
fqe^peal to Israel and say, " Ye know in all your 
kaurts, and in all your souls, that not one thing 
jba^ failed of all tiie good things which the Lord 
ftiar God spake concerning you ; all are come to 
|ias8 unto you, and not one thing hath failed 
liiereof." Well, what God said to Joshua, he 
Mow-iays to us. He will not fail us, therefore 
let as implicitly trust in him. He will not for- 
sake us, therefore let us boldly say, " I will not 
Uai what man can do unto me." If God will 
not £BLil, no matter who does. If God will not 
forsake us, we can do without the presence or 
h^p of any of his creatures. But God will not 
USL OS, therefore let us rejoice in his name. 

The promise to myself I take. 
Me, me thou never wilt forsake, 

Who on thy Son depend : 
Thy faith is plighted to my Lord, 
And safe J hang npon the word 

Of mine eternal Frieud. 
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Came, y« fifotsfrf qfiay Father,— WM. 

IF we srt! blessGd in Christ, we sliall 
fnrmcd to ChrJBt. If we receive gm 
Christ, me shall imitate the life of ChriHt 
firat leads ub to Jeans for life; nnd th 
us to work for Christ, as the effect ol 
received. If we accept the invitntion o 
now he is on the throne of grace, and < 
comraamla of Christ while we dwell apt 
we shall be invited by him, from tha tl 
his glory, to share in all the joyn and g 
his celestiail kingdom. All the Saviour 
pies have been blessed by his Father ; : 
the kingdom was prepared before the foi 
of the world ; by them his cause was si 
and eitended upon earth; and they i 
be pronoiinGed blessed when Jesiia coi 
second tinrte without sin onto salvation 
be like Jesus now, to labour for JesuE 
that I may he invited by Jesus to e 
kingdom, nnd enjoy his triumphs when h 
to reign Iiefore his ancients glorioualy 
those who believe his word, confeBs h 
niid work for his honour, will be bleasei 
then. 
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The Lord bringeth lowj and Uftdh up, 
1 Sam. ii. 7. 

[E does this in temporals when it is for oar 
good. He strips us and lays us bare, or 
I prospers us in all we do. But in a spiritual 
lint of view, he does so in the experience of 
I his children. He strips them of pride, lays 
lem in the dust, and brings them to self-de- 
Mir. While he is doing so, they often doubt, 
ar, and despond ; they are ready to give up 
1 hope, and conclude that the hand of the 
ord is gone out against them. But we must 
fSL that we are lost, before we shall seek to a 
iviour. We must be stripped, before we shall 
mtefuUy receive and thankfully wear the robe 
' the Redeemer's righteousness. When he has 
x>aght us low, he will lift us up. When he 
18 stripped us, he will clothe us. He will 
snd us the Spirit of adoption, robe us in the 
urments of salvation, assure us of an inherit- 
ice incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
roy. The lower we sink in self-despair, the 
gher we rise in the enjoyment of God's free 
tiee. Lay low if you would rise high. 

Great God, who dost the proud abase, 
And giv'st to homble souls thy grace. 
Bring down my nature's virtuous boast. 
And lay mine honour in the dust; 
Then from the gates of hell biitvt; \mv^ 
Aiid «ave me lur my Sav\oux'a uako. 
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Ye be3aag to CArMt.— Hark, in, 41 

ALL belong to Christ as the Crtiator 
tiiiugii were node by him aod ft 
and the Father has given him power » 
fleeh. But BOme belong to him in > ] 
manner. They were the gift of his I 
love, the purchase of hb precioun bio 
ihe fhiit of hJH Spirit's power. They 
theioselves before hiiQ, yield themEelves 
and pnblicly profess to be bis diacipl 
frieiids. They own him before men, 
oivGH them before his Father. They cla 
I'or their Saviour, and he claims them 
portion. They are united to him, an 
intprcats are identified with his. TV 
is done lo them, he takes as done to li 
whether it lie kind or cruet. Beloved 
Lelbng to Christ ? Has he cAlled ns, clan 
&tjd taken poBsesftiuu of our hearts? 
met ns in his house, owned ns at liis 
and given us hin Holy Spirit? O lu be! 
Christ in life, at death, and for ever I Tlii 
hi^lii'ijC honour, the only eource of true 
imss, and the great canee of real safety. 



uuulit, \iy linu lUvliiB, 
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It 18 the Lord, — 1 Sam. iii. 18. 

SO said Eli of one of the sorest trials which 
ever befell his house ; aiid so may yre say 
"^ all our afflictions, losses, and crosses. It is 
not a chance that happens to us, but a rod sent 
to correct us, or a lesson sent to be learned by 
tiu* 8ome cannot see the liand of God in any 
thing ; but a believer should see the hand of 
Gk>d in every thing. Are yte afflicted in body, 
ftned iu our circumstances, or persecuted by the 
'«k>ild? It is the Lord, and he can sanctify 
.orrery sorrow to us, and make what appears to 
<b6 the greatest affliction, the greatest blessing. 
fie will sustain us with one hand, while he cor- 
rects us with the other : and he often gives the 
(Nicest spiritual blessings, and the sweetest 
comforts, in the sorest trials* Let not Satan 
yde the hand of God from thine eyes. Let 
•nbt Blanks wisdom persuade thee, that thy 
troubles come as a matter of course. But see 
God in the visitation, humble thyself under his 
night hand, and he will lift thee up out of the 
lienrible pit, and deliver thee from the miry clay. 
He is now waiting for thy prayer, listening to 
hear thy voice, and is ready to bless thee with 
the choicest blessuigs of his love. 

It ia the Lord— should I distrust, 

Or contradict his will, 
Who cannot do but vrlmt va V^^x^ 

And must be righteous bW\\l 
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What wiU thou that I should do tmio thee? 
Mark x. 51. 
n'^HIS question was proposed to a poor blind * 
J- man, by our condescending and beneficent 
Saviour. There is no favour, but he can grant 
it; no cure, but he can effect it; no privilege, 
but he can confer it ; no work, but he can per* 
form it. We know that he can do all things. 
Let us then hear Jesus speaking to us tluB 
morning, as he did to this poor man, he asks 
each one of us, ^' What wilt thou that I should 
do unto thee?" Are you blind? He will give 
you sight. Are you weak ? He will give yon 
strength. Are you guilty? He will give yea 
pardon. Are you in difficulty ? He will grant 
your deliverance. Whatever may be your 
want, he can supply it ; or your desire, he can 
grant it. He is waiting to receive your reply. 
Are you not prepared with your petition? Ah, 
if you felt in reference to spiritual things, as 
this poor beggar felt in reference to the loss of 
his sight, and the value of his eyes, you would 
soon arise and go to him, and he would as rea- 
dily and cheerfully bestow them, as he restored 
this blind beggar to sight. Try him. Go to 
him and prove it true. 

Lord, I would my sight receive, 
Would thy faithful follower live, 
Till I lay my Xiody dovjw. 
Drop tlie cross, and Iv^^i v.\\\i ovi>N\\. 
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/ mil bkss thee, — £xod. xz. 24. 
'HE Lord delights to bless his people. No 
one can deserve his blessing ; it is always 
leand spontaneous. He blesses because he 
11. If he threaten, if he punish, if he curse, 
is because justice requires it; for he takes no 
easure in doing so: but if he bless, it is of 
ace — ^freest grace. He blesses his people in a 
xiety of ways, with a variety of blessings : he 
Bsses them often in private, but the passage is 
promise of blessing in public ordinances. God 
quires us to meet together to honour him, and 
r our own benefit, and he condescends to pro- 
iw to meet with us, on purpose to bless us. 
ow often have we enjoyed his blessing in the 
lembly of his saints I Let us go up to his 
nue for a blessing, let us always ask for a 
easing, and expect one. He will bless us with 
Murer light, stronger £uth, warmer zeal, holier 
re, deeper spirituality, and more complete 
etory over our invisible foes. He says, "/ 
21 bless thee." He means what he says. He 
11 make good his word. He will thus glorify 
I grace. Let us say, — 

that thon wonld'st thy servant hleu 

With all the blesrings of thj love, 
My heart enlarge, my &ith increase, 

EtH and -pain fur off remove ; 
Keep by the presence of ttiy \>OYieT, 
'J'Jmt !>in may never grieve m<i mute. 
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My words shdU not pass away, — Mark xiiL/31. 

IT was said of Samuel, " All that he saith 
cometh surely to pass C^ and heve oqp bep 
loved Saviour assures us, that '^ heavea aid 
earth shall pass away, but his words shaJl na| 
pass away." Every word of Christ is more dur^ 
able than the pillars of heaven, or the strong, 
foundations of the earth. He lias promised hja 
people that he will visit them, strengthen tbeim, 
send the Comforter to them, take care of them,* 
come again and receive them to himself, ao^ 
cause them to shine forth as the sun in thf^ 
kingdom of his Father. His words shall not 
pass away, all must be fulfilled. He has threaih 
ened unbelievers with everlasting destrucUoOy 
to punish them according to their works, to cast 
them into outer darkness ; and his words shall 
not pass away. The sheep will be separated 
from the goats ; the chaff will be severed from 
the wheat ; the children of the kingdom will be 
distinguished from the children of the ^^ wicked 
one.^^ Sinner, think of God's word, tremble at 
God's wrath, flee to God's Son, and seek par- 
don, peace, and justification through his blood I 
He says, " Come unto me." He assures you 
that he will in no wise cast out. 

Pass awuy tliis earth anrt heaven, 
'J'nith can uevcv\>co'tYU\ru\vn; 
Sf.uids the word hy ^^"^w^ vX>v:u 
h'lnii U.8 his elcruvx\ Vlwuwvu 
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Now bless the Lord your God. — 1 Chron. 

xxix. 20. 

NOTHING is more reasonable, yet few things 
are more neglected by us. Our God daily 
loadeth us with his benefits, but how seldom do 
we honestly, heartily, and gratefully, bless his 
Bame. Our lives should be vocal with his 
pi^ise. Even self-interest ought to lead us to 
praise Gt)d, for he has said, '' He that offereth 
praise glorifieth me ; and to him that ordereth 
his convertjation aright, will I show the salva- 
tion of God." The grateful shall see God's 
plto, understand the Saviour's work, and enjoy 
tJi^B Lord's delivering mercy in every time of 
u^isd. A grateful man may have any thing 
from God. Now, then, let us bless the Lord 
bnr God ; for his mercies are so numerous, his 
^vours are so great, our privileges are so valu- 
able, our prospects are so bright, and our obli- 
lotions are so numerous. Every sin pardoned, 
Svery blessing promised, every real evil pre- 
vented, and heaven at the end of our course ! 
let us bless the Lord. If we fail to praise lilni, 
ire may expect the very stones to cry out. 

O Lord our God we bleu thee now, 
To Thee our souls and bodies bow, 
With humblest awe full down before 
Thy throne, and joyfully vwiovw 
Oiiv glorious God in pctsowhIiUxvlq^ 
Our Uod tJuough all etcnuiy 
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Good vnU Unoard men. — Lake iL 14. 

THIS was part of the angels* song at the Savi- 
our's burth, and it should fill our souls with 
wonder, love, and praise. What were men? 
God's enemies : whose hearts were enmity 
against him, and whose whole lives were spent 
in direct opposition to his holy law. They had 
tiiiled with his mercy, dared his vengeance, 
and defied his power. Their hearts were stone, 
like the adamant, harder than the flint ; and yet 
God pitied them, loved them, and his bosom 
glowed with good will to them. To prove this 
he promised to send his Son, and behold lie 
comes. He comes to bear our sins, atone for 
our transgressions, and make peace by the blood 
of his cross. He comes and expounds God^s 
law, delivers the glorious good news that salva- 
tion is provided, expostulates with, and weeps 
over sinners, dies in their stead, and rises to 
secure complete justification to every one who 
believes on his name. The gospel is one clear, 
full, and glorious expression of God's will to us. 
He tells us plainly that he has no pleasure in 
our death, and opens to us the gate of everlast- 
ing love. to believe the love which God 
hath to us, and to walk accordingly ! 

Hng all in heaven at Jesu's birth, 
" (f lory to God, and peace on earth, 
"The Iieart of God ihrowpU C^ml vs ^^u 
*• /u inufcy and good wvW tom.ycv:' 
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Ov{iht ye not to walk in the fear of our Godf 

Neh. V. 9. 

THE fear of God is our great preservative, 
therefore the Lord says, " I will put my 
fear in their hearts, and they shall not depart 
from me." To fear GU)d is an imperative duty, 
it is at the same time a favour conferred upon 
as, and the proof of true wisdom. We should 
fear to offend God in any place, by any action, 
at any time. Our one ruling desire should be 
to please him. If his wrath is so dreadful, if 
the effects of his displeasure are so painful, if 
hfe love is so sweet, if his presence is so de- 
lightM, as his word and experience declare 
them to be, ^* Ought ye not to walk in the fear 
of our God ?" Surely we should ; but, alas, we 
lose sight of what should ever be uppermost in 
our minds, and therefore we become light, care- 
less, trifling, worldly, lukewarm, ill-tempered, 
and anything but what Christians should be! 
May the TiOrd deeply convince us of our sin, 
humble us before his throne, break us down in 
true repentance, and produce in us a permanent 
reformation I 

That wisdom, Lord, on ns bestow. 

From every evfl to depart, 
To stop the month of every foe, 

While nprij^ht both in life and heart. 
The proofs of godly fear we rWc, 
And sJin-w them how true CluXslVatv^sWvtt. 
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AUGUST 2. 215 

In rmjjksh I shall see God. — Job xix. 26. 

eOD has appeared in our flesh to put away 
our sin and to restore us to the enjoyment 
of his favour and love. He is now gone into 
heaven to appear before the Father for us. 
There he represents us, sympathizes with us, 
and intercedes for us. He will come again. He 
wdH come in glory. He will come to be seen, 
enjoyed, and admired by his saints. In our 
flesh we shall see God, for our bodies will be 
vaised incorruptible, and our whole persons be 
■^e like the human nature of Jesus. "Behold 
he coraeth with clouds, and every eye shall see 
kin), and they also that pierced him : and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
him." Beloved, are we looking forward in 
expetitation of seeing God? Do we long for 
tiie day of Christ, when he shall be revealed in 
his own glory, and in his Father's glory, having 
idl the holy angels with him ? It will be a glo- 
rious sight. to have part in the first resur- 
rection, to obtain a seat at the marriage -supper 
q£' the Lamb, and to sit down with Jesus on his 
throne ! May this be our grand object. 

I Civll the great Redeemer mine : 
He Uvea vrho died for me, I know, 

Who bonffht my soul with blood divlno, 
Jesus sliall re-appear below, 

Stand in tliat dreadful dny unknown. 

And fix on eartli hiii lieuvonly thruuo. 



21 G AUGUSTS. 

IVJiosoever exalteth JUmaelf shaU he abated, 
Luke xiv. 11. 

IF we would rise high, we must lie low : for 
before honour is humility. We are all prone 
to exalt ourselves, and to justify ourselves in 
doing so. There is very much pride remaining 
in our hearts, and it often lies concealed under 
our most humiliating expressions. We need to 
be daily stript, to be emptied from vessel to 
vessel ; for if we are not, self-will will soon puff 
us up. Every Christian should aim to exalt 
his God, to honour the Lord Jesus, and leave 
his own reputation in his Saviour^s hands. Ho- 
nour follows the truly humble even like his 
shadow, but it flies away from the proud like a 
bird. Pride must be abased. The proud pro- 
fessor must be laid low. Every doctrine of the 
gospel, and every precept of God's law, is op- 
posed to our pride. If therefore we swell with 
self-conceit, if we make much of ourselves, if 
we set ourselves up before, or above our fellow 
men, God will bring us down ; for whosoever 
exalteth himself shall be abased. May we be 
daily clothed with humility. 

Why have I, Lord, bo often been 
Baffled, debased by every sin ? 

With liumble shame and grief 
One sin I own the cause ot all; 
Priile always went \ie?otCi vw^' Ml, 

The pride of unWWvl. 
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TJie Almighty troubleth me, — Job xxiii. 16. 

BUT if he does, it is to benefit me ; and if he 
trouble me with one hand, he will support 
and comfort me with the other. If providence 
tries us, grace sustains us. Troubles are as 
necessary for our souls, as the frosts and snows 
of winter are for the earth. They stir us up, 
keep us alive, make us pray, and put power into 
our religion. If God trouble us, it is in mercy ; 
and he troubles us now, that he may comfort 
us by and by. Crosses are not curses. If the 
alL-pufficient One trouble us, it is evident he 
do^s not forget us, he has not cast us off: and 
it' is equally evident that he has blessings in 
store for us, which our present troubles are to 
qualify us to enjoy. Beloved, do not think 
hardly of God because of your troubles, but 
remember that he is all-sufficient in the midst 
of them, and that he will bring you safe out of 
them. Sinner, if God does not trouble you 
with conviction of sin, and heart -felt sorrow for 
sin, he will trouble you with his fierce wrath 
and indignation for ever. May you be so trou- 
bled as to say, — 

Troubled by the Almiglity I, 
From the fiery famace cry, 
Jesus, now thy grace impart. 
Come and sanctify my heai-t: 
Let me in mjsuflferings prove 
All thy tender, constant love. 

V 



218 AUGUST 6. 

In Ms right mind, — ^Luke viiL 35^ 

TH£X he was in a hamble mind ; for we are 
never in our right mind except we ye 
hamble. Then he was exercising confidence 'in 
Jesns ; for it is only as we tmst in his meritt, 
rely on his word, and depend on his intexees- 
sion, that we are in onr right mind. Then he 
was loving Jesns, with a warm and gnutefol 
love ; for it is only as we love Jesns for what 
he has done for us, promised to us, and is in 
himself, that our minds are right. Then he ww 
consecrating himself and all his powers to the 
honour and service of Jesus ; for no one who 
knows Jesus can be considered a reaaonaUe 
being, who does not consecrate himself, and all 
that he possesses, to the Saviour^s glory. Be- 
loved, how is it with us this morning? What is 
tlie state of our mind? Are we truly humbfe? 
Are we exercLsing warm-hearted confidoMie in 
Jesus ? Do our bosoms glow with love to his 
glorious person and dear name ? Are we con- 
secrating ourselves afresh to his service and 
praise? Are we presenting ourselves befove 
iiim, and asking, ^'Lord, what wouldst thou 
have me to do ?" Are we longing to be filled 
with holiness and love ? Are we saying, — 

All tliat I hare and all I am. 
Shall be for ever thine ; 
>Mmte'er my duty bids me give. 
My cheerful hands restlgn? 
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Behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom. 
Job xxviii. 28. 

SOME fancy wisdom consists in amassing 
wealth, others in gaining a name among 
men, others in self-indulgence ; but the Scrip- 
tare informs us that it consists in pleasing God. 
For he who fears to offend God, will be sure to 
please him. Those who fear God, receive his 
word, believe his gospel, trust in his Son, wor- 
ship at his throne, observe his ordinances, copy 
his example, seek his holy Spirit, withdraw from 
his enemies, unite with his friends, resist Satan, 
and strive against sin. This is true wisdom. 
For thus they avoid all penal evils, and secure 
all real good. The Omnipotent is their friend, 
the wealth of the universe is their portion, and 
the mansions of glory their home. If the man 
who escapes the greatest dangers, secures the 
greatest good, enjoys the greatest pleasure, and 
obtains the greatest honour is wise, then every 
real Christian is wise ; for such is the happiness 
of every one that truly fears God. fear the 
Lord, ye his saints, for there is no want unto 
them that fear him. 

Be it my only wisdom here 

To serve the Lord Mith filial fear, 

With lovini; gratitude; 
Superior sense may I display 
By Khunninp: every evV\ vray» 

Aiid walking In tt\e \;oc«i 



220 AUGUST 7. 

Men ought always to pray, — Luke xviii. 1. 

AS we always sin, we ought always to pray for 
pardon ; and as we are always in want, we 
ought always to pray for a supply. If Grod is 
always willing to hear us, we ought always to 
pray to him for what we need, and he has pro- 
mised to bestow. But some men never pray. 
Others only pray when in danger, or in some 
trouble. They pray from fear, not from love : 
as slaves performing a duty to a master they do 
not esteem, not as children asking of a tenderly 
beloved parent. He who never prays, is un- 
questionably dead in sin. He who only prays 
in trouble, is a stranger to the sweet influences 
and teachings of the Holy Spirit. Reader, how 
is it with you? Do you often pray ? Do you 
really hyoe prayer t Is it your pleasant privi- 
lege, your solace and relief? If you do not 
pray on earth, you will never praise in heaven. 
Prayer is the seed of praise. He who prays 
rightly now will praise God cheerfully by and 
by. Friend, God says you ougld to pray, and 
that you ought always to pray. What do you 
say? What does your conduct say? Are you 
in a praying frame this morning? Do you 
desire to be ? Ask of God the spirit of prayer. 

We perish if we cease from prayer ; 
Lord, prant us power lo ^^tav '. 
And while to meet thee ^'<i '^tev•^:v<i, 
Oil, meet us in U\c vray. 
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To depart from, evU is understanding. — ^Job 

xxviii. 28. 

HOW different is God's estimate to man's. 
We think that the man who has great in- 
tellect, great learning, and who has stored up 
great knowledge, is the man of understanding : 
but God says, "The holy man is the wise man." 
If we really understand God's nature, and our own 
duty ; God's requirements, and our own privi- 
leges ; God's grace, and what makes for our own 
happiness ; we shall study, pi'^Jt and strive to 
depart from all moral evil. Nothing is hurtful 
but sin ; and nothing should be hateful to us but 
sin. Every sinner is in Scripture called a fool; 
and only the saint is designated a wise man. 
The man must be a fool who provokes infinite 
wrath, insults omnipotent power, dares immut- 
able justice, rejects the richest gifts, despises 
the highest honours, and exposes himself to the 
greatest possible amount of suffering ; but this 
every impenitent sinner does. Friend, how is 
it with you? What are you doing? Are you 
departing from evil, by closing with, and imitat- 
ing the Lord Jesus ? 

may I still firom sin depart : 
A wise and understanding heart, 

Jesus, to me be given ; 
And let me through thy Spirit know 
'Jo glorify my God below. 

And tind my way to hea^Y^AVi. 



^22 AUGUST 9. 

I find no fault in this man, — Luke xriii. 4. 
THIS was Pilate's testimony of Jesus. Hf 
•^ had examined him. He had examined thb 
witnesses brought against him, and the conclu- 
sion that he was obliged to come to was, "That 
he was faultless.'* Had there been one fiault, 
there could have been no atonement. The sacri- 
fice must be without blemish. Had there been 
one fault, we should have had no perfect exam- 
ple. The whole scheme of redemption would have 
been ruined, the predictions of Scripture would 
liave failed, and the hopes of his people must 
have been disappointed. But he was mthout 
fault before God, and his unprincipled judge 
was compelled to say, ^^ I find no fault in this 
man." Sinner, can you find any fault in him ? 
If not, why do you not believe in him ? Why 
do you not trust in liis glorious sacrifice? Why 
do you not seek for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality in his dear name. If you can find no fault 
in him, and yet reject him, God will find no- 
thing but faults in you, and all the intelligent 
inhabitants of heaven, earth and hell, will find 
fault with you for ever. 

Harmless in act, and word, and thoiij^ht, 
The judge declares him f^ee from binmu, 

Without a blemish or a spot. 
A sinless saiut, a perfect lamb ; 

A lid such is a ftl samftce, 

-niicl such for 8mlu\ uvA\\\\e <i:\tv 
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lie sliall see his face with joy. — Job xxxiii. 2G. 
'^PHIS is what no sinner can do without a change 

■*•: of nature. There is nothing in God to 
make a man happy while he loves and lives iu 
ski; But when convinced of transgression, when 
laid low in contrition, when reconciled through 
tke precious blood of Jesus, when the Spirit of 
adoption within cries, ^' Abba, Fatlier,*' then we see 
liifl iKQQ with joy. It is a father's face, a father's 
£EU2e beaming with love. The face of a father who 
jj^esses his guilty but returned prodigal to his 
heart. O what joy to see that God is reconciled 
tx^ us, that he is at peace with us, that he loves 
us, that he delights in us, that he rejoices to do 
Hfi good! This makes the heart dance for joy. 
This makes us rejoice with joy that is unspeak- 
i^ie and full of glory. Sinner, if you are con- 
vittced of sin, if you seek God through Jesus, if 
you pray earnestly unto him, he will deliver you 
from going down into the pit, and you shall see 
his face with joy. seek the Lord this day, 
Bor cease imtil you are filled with his love 1 Let 
nothing tempt you to delay, but strive to enter 
in at the straight gate wliile it is yet open. 

Comforter of all that mounts 
Into Joy my sorrow turn, 
Joy to taste thy saving gracc^ 
Joy to see thy smiling face, 
Joy to know my sins foTgWen. 
Joy to gain a glimpse ot \ie)jk\c.w 
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/ havefiniahed ihe work which ih€u ganest me to 
do, — John xvii. 4. 

THE work of Jesus is perfect. He completed 
all that he had to do on earthy before he re- 
turned to heaven. He did not forget one thing, 
nor fail in one point. Every demand made 
upon him, he met; every engagement he had 
entered into, he fulfilled; every foe that at- 
tempted to obstruct his progress, he defeated; 
every member of his church, he purchased; and 
the certain salvation of every one committed 
unto him, he secured. He wrought oh. earth, 
he rests in heaven. His finished work is his 
glory, and it is the ground of our hope, confi- 
dence, and triumph. As Jesus has finished bia 
work, may we seek to finish ours; that as he is 
set down with his Father upon his throne, we 
may sit down with him upon his throne. By 
the finished work of Jesus, justice is for ever 
satisfied; the holy law is magnified; sin is eter- 
nally put away; and the gates of heaven ore 
thrown wide open to every simple-minded be- 
liever. O to look to, trust in, and boast of the 
finished work of Christ alone I Nothing else 
will do for us in death, may we not attempt to 
do with any thing else in life. 

Sin, death, and hell, are now subdued. 

All grace is now to sinners given ; 
And, lo! I plead the aXotvVug\iVoo«L, 
tor pardon, hoV\ncRN &uA \\ea.vvt\\. 
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When he giveth quietness, who then can make 
trouble, — Job xxxiv. 29. 

OUR times are in Gk>d's hands, and our expe- 
rience is absolatelj under his control. No 
matter where we are, or in what circumstances ; 
if Grod give us peace, shed abroad his love in 
our hearts, and shine upon our souls, we shall 
enjoy quietness. So on the other hand, if placed 
in the most favourable circumstances, if sur- 
rounded by the kindest friends, if loaded with 
the bounties of a beneficent Providence ; with- 
out the presence, blessing, and love of God, we 
cimnot be happy. Nothing under heaven will 
make us so. Let us view all our concerns as in 
Grod*8 hands, and expect our comfort from his 
word, presence, and smile. If he give us quiet- 
ness, we shall enjoy repose, though the world 
be up in arms around us, though the strong 
foundations of the earth give way, and though 
the heavens be clothed in sackcloth. Lord, 
give us the quietness which flows from the par- 
don of sin, the enjoyment of adoption, the sense 
uf thy love, and the hope of everlasting glory. 
O for quiet confidence in an ever present God ! 

Jesas, thon seest my, troabled breast; 
Weary and fi^nt, for lasting rest, 

For thee alone, I pray: 
might I with my Lord receive 
Peace which the world can neiveY ^\\«^ 

Can never take away . 



mm 
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Of his fulness have we received. — John i. IG. 

IT pleased the Father that in Jesos should all 
fulness dwell. The iiilness of the Godheaft 
dwelt In him. The fulness of grace and ^eiy 
are in him. He has, in order to commumoatd; 
and. he gives freely to all comers. The graos 
that justifies, and the grace that sanctifies, are 
aUke from him. Of his falne» we HHHdted 
grace at first, and from his fulness we must re- 
ceive at the last. We need go nowhere else, for 
he has every thing we do or can possibly need; 
it is of no use to go any where else, for no one 
else can supply us. We may therefore eay witk 
Peter, '^ Lord, unto whom can we go, thou hart 
the words of eternal life.** Let us go to his ful- 
ness tliis morning. Let us ask largely. Let us 
expect to receive grace to help us in every daty, 
in every trial, and in every temptation this day. 
He is full of grace and truth. keep the eye 
fixed on his fulness, the heart happy in his love, 
and the hand diligently employed in his service! 
He giveth liberallv and upbraideth not. 

Tliou slaughter'd Lamb of God, 

From the world's foundation ^Iniii, 
Dy thy sacridcial blood 

Wash out all my gaUty Btain, 
Clothe my spirit's nakednesK 

With a coverinf; ih>m above. 
i*jif on me thy sportew tow*. 

W'lay me up \n \\e»veti\v Vov«. 



AUGUST 14. 227 

/ ujtll look up. — Ps. V. 3. 

THIS was the Fsalmist^s determination in the 
morning, and it should be ours. Preserved 
aod protected through the night, we should look 
up with gratitude, and praise God for his good- 
ness. Aware of our dependence and wants, we 
should look up and desire mercies of the God of 
beikven for the new-bom day. Sensible of our 
foefi and dangers, we should look up and pray 
to be kept, guided, and sanctified by an ever- 
pieseat God. If we look within, it will dispirit 
us; if we look around, it may distract us; if we 
laok back, it may awaken fears; if we look for- 
wa^rd, it may arouse foreboding ; but if we look 
up, it will preserve the head from swimming, the 
heart from sinking, the feet from sUpping, and 
tUe hands from hanging down. Beloved, let us 
look up, there is our loving Father, there is our 
interceding Saviour, there are our elder brethren, 
there are all our supplies, and there is our ever- 
lasting home. Let others look where they will, 
" / toiU look ttjp." If we look up to God in 
faith, he will look down upon us in mercy, and 
looking supply all our needs. 

Rock of my security, 
TImnkful I look up to thee ; 
Blest with yet another day 
Let me live my God t' obey, 
Live tliine utmost wUlto prov^i, 
Uve to pray, repent, and Wng. 



228 AUGUST 15. 

We would see Jesue, — John xii. 21. 

CURIOSITY pants to aee great men, remark- 
able places, and uncommon things; bat 
grace in the heart pants to see Jesus. The first 
object we wish to see when regenerated is Jesos; 
and the last we shall wish to see when quitting 
the world is Jesus. We want to see him in 
sorrow, to cheer us; in darkness, to illnmise 
us ; in trouble, to deliver us ; in prosperity, to 
keep us; in sickness to comfort us; and in 
death to enable us to triumph. We would see 
Jesus in the manger, Jesus at the Jordan, Jesos 
in the temple, Jesus in the busy crowd, Jesoi 
in the house of affliction, Jesus by the grave of 
Lazarus, Jesus in Gethsemane^s garden, Jesns 
at Pilate^s bar, Jesus hanging on Golgotha, 
fJesus ascending from Olivet, Jesus interceding 
for us before his Father, and Jesus coming in 
the clouds of heaven to claim the world which 
was erected by him and for him. Friend, have 
you ever seen Jesus ? Do you want to see him 
thi-; morning? Can you say, — 

Fain would I my Redeemer see 

As when extended on the tree« 

He groan*d beneath my heavy load. 

He poured out all his precious blood; 

Above, I want this only sight. 

To view the Lamb by his own light, 

V admire tbe lustre ot Wvqsa wju-^ 
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Behold, I am vUe, — Job xl. 4. 
rOB did not always think so. He did not 
always feel thus. While at a distance from 
'fyd, he could boast, argue, and contend with 
•od; but when brought into the presence of 
■od*8 holiness, the contrast was so striking that 
B sunk down in astonishment, clothed with 
tame, and filled with self-loathing. The mani- 
tstation of God^s glory to a sinner always pro- 
uces the same effect. Isaiah felt as Job did, 
id exclaimed, '^ I am undone, for mine eyes 
ive seen the King the Lord of hosts.** Pride 
td self-righteousness can never live in G^d's 
resence. The nearer to Gk>d, the more we 
tscover our depravity, the more we loathe our- 
)lves, and the more precious does the person 
id work of Jesus become. Proud sinners have 
3Yer been brought into Grod's presence. Cou- 
nted professors, if they follow Gk)d at all, do 
y at a great distance. for clear, correct, and 
imbling views of self; that God may be glori- 
3d in us, and Jesus be precious to usl It is 
ily as we see our own vileness, that we shall 
ilue a Saviour*s righteousness; and only as 
e feel our own weakness, that we shall prize 
id pray for the Spirit's power. 

Jehovah to the creature shown, 

Confonnds his boast and virtaons pildc. 
And DOW be knows that God a\oTve 
Jb Jaet, and rile are all beside. 



230 AUGUST 17. 

Yet iciU I not forget thee, — ^Im. xlix. 1 

WE often forget the Lord, this is both c 
and our folly; for as we can ne^ 
happy but as we liye in the enjoyment 
loye, so every sin brings its own pnnui! 
with it. We sometimes suspect that the 
has forgotten us, but he assures us that 
impossible. He admits that the mothei 
foi^ct her sucking child, and treat it 
neglect; but he denies that he can ever 
his people. They are too deeply engrav 
his hands, his love to them is too stroDj 
active, to allow him to forget them, 
thinks of us this morning. He is think 
the trials we shall have to endure, of the < 
we have to discharge, of the foes we shall 
to face, and of the grace that will be nec( 
for us. Friends may forget us ; relations 
forget us ; but Jesus never will: nor will h 
get, or overlook any thing that concert 
O may I never forget him I May he live i 
memory, reign in my affections, and dwell i 
heart by faith. to think of him, trust in 
and render constant and cheerful obedien 
him. lie says, " 1 will not forget thee ;" 
we snv, — 

1 know it : by thy hands and feet 

Tlioii must remember me : 
'Jliou could' 8t aseasWy \otu.c\ 



AUGUST 18. 2.'U 

VTuxt I do thou kncfoest not now, — John xiii. 7. 

rwalk by faith, not by sight. We are to 
believe when we cannot see; and to be- 
«ve when we cannot understand. The Lord is 
QW working in nature, providence, and grace; 
nd he does many things which we do not 
nderstand at present. But when his work is 
f»nplete, and it lies stretched out before us in 
tie light of eternity, then we shall comprehend 
he design, admire the wisdom, and adore the 
ivine agent. In the mean time, we must give 
he Lord credit for wisdom, kindness, and ve- 
B4Uty : his work must correspond with his word, 
he one is but the counterpart of the other, 
beloved, is God cleansing you by fiery trials, or 
jtfuing you to pass through the waters? Are 
H>u at a loss to know what is his design, or 
rhere the present dispensation will end? Be 
till. Wait his time. There is a working time, 
rfaich is the present ; and there is a revealing 
ime, which is to come. The wisest are often 
a the dark now, but the simplest will see all 
bings clearly by and by. A little more pati- 
noe, a little more faith, and all will be well. 

Do what thou wilt ; it shouJd be so : 
Thy works I shall hereafter know, 

(When death the veil remove,) 
Unwind the providential maze, 
And Kladly own that all thy vrav^ 

Aro wisdom, trith, and \ove. 



232 AUGUST 19. 

Say urUo my wul, lam thystUvaJtUm. — F8.xxxv.3. 

EVERT believer longs for aMmsDce, and no 
one should rest satisfied without it. For 
though it is not necessary to our safety, it is to 
our comfort and usefnlnes. The Lord does as- 
sure his people that he is theirs, and that they 
are his. This is done sometimes by applying 
the word, sometimes by shining on the soul, and 
sometimes by the direct witness of the Holy 
Spirit. " The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of GK)d." 
Beloved, do you feel your need of salvation? 
Are you seeking salvation ? Do yon want the 
assurance of salvation ? If so, m^e the Psal- 
mist's prayer your own, and cry unto Gk)d with 
him, ** Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.** 
If God is your salvation, he will deliver you 
from all evU, and preserve you unto his kingdom 
and glory. He will give you power against 
Satan, victory over the world, and deliverance 
from the dominion, guilt, and consequences of 
sin. If God is your salvation, you may rejoice 
and not be afraid ; for all things shall work for 
your good and God's glory. 

Who can soothe the soul's disti-ciwes? 
Jesus, Lord, thy kind word 
All my sorrows eases : 
By the virtue of thy passion 
3/rtke me whole, teW my 6ou\, 
1 «ni thy salvatioTvl 
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He shaU teach you aU things, — Jdhn xiv. 26. 

THE Holy Spirit is the teacher of the church. 
To him the promise refers, " All thy chil- 
dren shall be taught of the Lord, and great 
shall be the peace of thy children." He taught 
the apostles all tilings necessary for their office 
and work; he teaches the true ministers of 
Christ, leading them into the truth as it is in 
Jesus ; and he teaches every believer all that is 
really necessary for him to know. The Bible is 
the lesson-book, the believer is the scholar, tho 
blessed Spirit is the teacher, and experimental 
religion is the education. No one teaches like 
him. He teaches us gradually, silently, and 
always effectually ; for what the Spirit teaches 
us we know. He teaches us what Grod requires 
in the law, and what he has provided in the 
gospel ; what Christ is to his people, and what 
his people are to him. His teaching makes 
practical Christians, for he always teaches us 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in the pre- 
sent world. O to be taught of God I 

O that we might the Spirit find 

By Jesus' grace bestowed, 
Wliidbi leads us into all the niind» 

An^ all the things of God. 
Come, Holy Ghost, thy power display^ 

And teach ns all in one, 
Teach us in Christ, the Vivrnj? Viav, 

Jo God's eternal thvunc 



AUGUST 21. 

Hcer jnefrom aU my tranigre$9ums. — Pa. 

xxxix. 8. 
)THING is so difficult to get rid of u da. 
None but God can remove it. Coimnittenl 
one moment, its effects may remain through 
i eternity. It affects Gt>d and man, and there- 
>re deliverance from it is the greatest blesMOg. 
^ut before deliverance, there must be conriG- 
ion, contrition, prayer, and faith. We must 
feel that it is an evil and bitter thing. We most 
be truly sorry for our sin. We must cry utflo 
God in earnest prayer. We must believe God's 
word, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
God deliver us, he will do it gratuitously, for he 
saves by grace. He will do it effectually, for 
"as far as the east is from the west, so far will 
lie remove our transgressions from us." He 
will do it eternally, for " Israel shall be saved 
in the Lord, with an everlasting salvation." My 
friend. Is this your morning prayer? Is sin a 
burden ? Are you weary of it ? Do you long 
to get rid of it ? Carry it to God's throne, con- 
fess it there, plead the blood of Jesus to have 
it removed and vou shall be saved. 

Joinis, my Savionr, and my Prince, 

Answer on me thy savinii^ nanit'; 
Pcllver me from all my sius, 

Tlie jfuiit, the sorrow, and the Flmme; 
And fn)ra mine \\ua\os\ ^v\\ t«^tcvw«' 
Tlic power, li.e n-A\uvc\ -awOi v\\oVjn^ 
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He shall talce of mine, and show H unto you. 
John xvi. 15. 

THIS is a special part of the work of the Holy 
Spirit. All things are deliyered unto Jesus 
hf the Father ; and all that he has is for the 
luie and benefit of his people. The Spirit un- 
folds to us the glory of his person, the riches 
of his grace, the glory of hi.s righteousness, the 
efficacy of his blood, the power of his interces- 
sion, the preciousness of his word, and the 
adaptation of his offices to our stAte and case. 
He takes his doctrines, and teaches us to under- 
stand them ; his promises, and helps us to be- 
lieve them ; his institutions, and inclines us to 
i^bserve them ; his precepts, and enables us to 
keep them. The things of Christ are all great, 
glorious, and valuable ; they are calculated to 
strengthen our fiuth, increase our hope, influ- 
ence our love, quicken our zeal, and consecrate 
all our powers to his service. that the Holy 
Spirit would take of the things of Christ and 
show them unto us to-day I May we see his 
glory, enjoy his presence, and promote his cause. 

Holy Ghost, by him bestowed 

Who suffer'd on the tree. 
Take of my Redeemer's blood, 

And show it unto me : 
Witness with tlie blood thon art 
Apply it to this soul of mine ; 
Now assnre my sprinkled heavt 

It is the blood dlvioh. 
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A broken and a contrite heart, CM, thou wilt 
not despise, — ^Ps. li. 17. 

NOTHlNa will effectually break a siimerV 
heart but the love of Christ. No one can 
produce true contrition in us but the Holy SfM- 
rit. When our hearts are broken with a sense 
of sin, and we are truly sorry for sin, the work 
of the Holy Spirit is unquestionably experi- 
enced by us. We have repentance unto life. 
The foundation of experimental religion is laid. 
But if our religion does not begin with a broken 
heart and sorrow for sin, it is, to say the least, 
questionable, and ought to be thoroughly ex- 
amined and compared with Grod's word. The 
broken hearted sinner has very low views of 
himself, and exalted views of God, so that be 
fears at times that God must despise him. Bat 
no, the opposite is true. God looks upon the 
broken-hearted with love. He sent his Son to 
bind up such, and he will send the Holy Spirit 
to heal the heart that he has broken. God will 
visit, revive, and honour the contrite in spirit. 
for a broken and contrite heart ! 

Jesus, Giver of contrition, 

Giver tliou of pardon art: 
Wound me, my kind Physician, 

Brealc, and then bind up my heart : 
Who a brolcen liearted sinner 

Never, never wilt despise ; 
Cast me. down, my laVl\Cft\>\iv^'K^«> 

Lift me up to YavaiVwi. 
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^ho8e heart the Lord opened, — Actsxvi. 14. 
/^ERY heart by nature is closed against God, 

and nothing can open a sinner's heart but 
jicible power. It takes the same power to 
n a sinner's heart as it did to create the world, 
to raise the dead body of Jesus from the 
^. Until the heart is opened, the word will 
enter, sound conviction will not be felt, the 
t of the knowledge of the glory of God iu 
£Eice of Jesus Clirist will not be received. 
\ preacher may preach, judgments may thun- 

mercy may call, but until God open the 
rt all is in vain. The Lord works by means, 

means generally are his word and ordi- 
ces. Sometimes he throws the heart wide 
Q at once, and the change is striking, startling, 

apparent to all. Sometimes he opens it by 
rees, and then the change is gradual and 
ost imperceptible. But if the heart be at 
opened, God has done it; and being onco 
ned, it is never quite closed again. He open- 
atid no man shutteth. May the Lord open 

hearts, and open them wide, that we may 

sive Christ, and with him the whole body of 

pel truth ! Lord, not only open our heaits, 

enter and fill them with thy glory. 

Of erery heart thou hast the key, 
Cominand that mine may yield to the : 
May hear thy whisper Iti tUy 'NOT^. 
And openlDg now admU tlic \.*»\«\., 
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/ have laid help upon one that is mighty, 

Ps. Ixxxix. 19. I 

AND who is this mighty one, but Jesus? Thie 
anointed and appointed Saviour, who, pos- 
sessing all power and infinite love, calls to us, 
saying, '' Look unto me and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth; for I am God and there is 
none else. He can save us, and he saves all 
who look to him in faith and cast their souls 
upon him. Help is laid upon him for us. Help, 
in all our struggles with sin, in all our conflicts 
^vith Satan, in all our trials in the world, in all 
our troubles in the church, and in encountering 
the last enemy. Jesus is our almighty helper. 
We must look to him, expect from him, and con- 
quer by the help received from him. His grace 
is sufficient for us, and his strength is made per- 
fect in our weakness. Every trouble cries, "Go 
to Jesus for help." Every preacher exhorts, 
*'Look to Jesus for help." Without his help 
we must fail ; with it we never can. Our hea- 
venly Father having laid help on Jesus for us, 
let us go and seek it, pleading his word, an<I 
Ufcing it to his glory. 

Jesus, omnipotent to save. 
Righteousness and strength I ha^ e, 

And hel]) laid up in tliee: 
Fulness of (^oapeV-RTace \a thivic. 
And All the pAemtuOLt CanAwc 

That uU luvxy dv.cWwv vwc. 
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We are madeparUikers of Christ, — Heb. iii. 14. 

THIS is the privilege of every true believer. 
He is interested in Christ, he is united to 
Christ, and he partakes of Christ. He partakes 
of his Spirit, and it sanctifies him. He partakes 
of his righteousness, and it justifies him. He 
partakes of his word, and it instructs him. He 
partakes of his cross, and it humbles him. 
He partakes of his sufferings and they wean him 
from the world. He will partake of his glory, 
iind that will fill him with unspeakable joy and 
l9ve« Christ is the life that quickens us, tho 
bread that feeds us, the garment that clothes 
us, the truth that informs us, the strength that 
sustains us, and the glory that will crown us. 
^e partakes with the Father in all the glories 
of the divine nature, in all the honours of the 
eternal throne, and in all the riches of grace and 
glory. We partake with him in all that the 
Father gave him, that is suitable to our nature 
and circumstances. Christ is ours, and all he 
has is ours. Without Christ, we have nothing ; 
with Christ, we have all things. Grod hath 
called us to participate with his Son Jesus Christ, 
in his love, favour, and fulness. Wondrous 
grace ! Astonishing display of mercy ! 

Jesna, on whom I dare depend, 
WiU flU me wiUi the life divine, 
Lore me still, when Ume AvaW <^\^^^ 
TJirongh cndle«s ages tnm^ 
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The Lord taheOkpimmtr$ im Hb^mfit. \ 
Ps.csfix.4. 

EVERT inteUigent being badi Mse tikimi^i^ 
which he ti^ plemiBy euMft loilktoalC 
Borne take pleasure in their &tm, lomtt faijIiMHr 
wealthy some in thdr conneetioDii Moitte tMi- 
•tation, some in their office, tome in thein wmik$. 
and acme in their fkniilieB. But the hmiiHkn 
eth pleasure in his people. They mmj be-^tor^ 
illiterate, despised, oppraued, aiok, or rnHnom*! 
fol; but let their drcomstaneee be vbitith^^ 
may, the Lord takes pkasnie in than. H^> k 
plotted with their persona, as he TiewitheHiiii 
Christ. He is pleased with their aerifaa^^m 
they oome before him throqg^ CSuiat -mh 
pleasedwith their graces,as they eeotreinGhliifci 
He is pleased with them as his dioaen ooeii m 
the purchase of his Son's Uood, as the ftenplii 
of the Holy Spirit, and aa thoae who aM^ la 
dwell in his presence for erer. Whoew tu^ 
be displeased with the saints, God takea fdatr. 
rure in them. Beloved, are we among hia 
people? Do we love them, meet. with ibeokf 
and prefer them to all others? Are we united 
to Christ, living upon Christ, devoted to Christ? 
to take pleasure in Jesus to-day I 

The Father in his saiiits ddi|^tit 

Delighted in his Son, 
For whom true lo^e to QnVit \m\V*» 

They all with ClMrtit ax^ ou>4. 
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He was in aU points tempted like as we are. 
Ueb. iv. 15. 

SWEET view of Jesus this! Here is our 
great High Priest, our elder Brother, 
tempted ; and in all points tempted like as we 
are. He was most powerfully tempted by 
Satan, and the temptation lasted long. He was 
tempted by all classes of men. He was tried 
by his heavenly Father. He knows by experi- 
ence what the nature and the power of tempta- 
tion is; he can therefore sympathize with us, 
and he will pity and support us. Let us in 
every hour of temptation repair to our once 
tempted Saviour, that we may enjoy the sweet- 
ness of his sympathy, and find grace to help us 
in time of need. He is never a mere spectator 
of our temptations ; he feels intensely interested 
in us ; he bids us cast the burden on him, and 
he promises to sustain us. Saviour, enable us 
in all times of temptation and distress, to come 
and prove thy sympathy, seek thy grace, and re- 
ceive thy help. IViend, are you tempted ? lift 
up your eyes, Jesus is before the Fathei for you, 
and he was tempted in all points like as you are* 

Tempted like us our Saviour was, 

Divinely to the desert led; 
Like U8 he languished on the cross 

Deserted at his greatest need, 
Left to sustain our ntmo&lloA^^ 
^^andon'd by his angry OoOL 
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Glorify yc the Lord in thejirea. — ^Isa. xxiv. 15. 

THE fires are afflictions. These are intended 
to try us, to purify us, and to endear tUe 
Lord Jesus to us. Every saint must pass 
through the fire, and our only concern should 
be to pass through honourably and usefully. 
Beloved, are you in the fire ? Is the fire in the 
family? or the business? or the church? or 
the soul? "Wherever it is, let it be your one 
desire to glorify God in it. You may do so by 
patiently enduring, by tnlsting the Lord's word, 
by speaking of his character and love, by ex- 
pecting his support and supplies, and by holding 
fast your integrity. Beware that you lose not 
the benefit of an affliction, but cry mightily to 
God that it may be sanctified. Have you never 
been in the fire ? If you belong to Chri&t you 
will be. He is the Refiner, and he purifies all 
the sons of Levi. They who are not purified in 
the furnace of affliction on earth will be cast as 
reprobate silver into the fire of hell for ever. 
my friend, pray the Lord to search your heart, to 
sanctify your nature, and to make you meet to be 
partaker of the inheritance of the samts in light 1 

Jesus' majesty we sing, 
Jesus is our glorious King, 
.Tesus* love our song inspires, 
rraise him, praise him in tl)c liics; 
Soon ho'li briuK us !ort\\ a?, v;^.V\, 
All Ills gloricH to\)v;\um\. 
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Ye have need of patience. — Heb. x. 36. 
ND the patience which you need you may 
^ have. Our God is the Gk>d of patience ; 
t only the G-od who exercises it towards us, 
t the G^d who works it in us, and who tries 
when he has wrought it. We shall need 
tience to suffer God's will, which is often 
ry trying to flesh and blood. We shall need 
tience to do God's work, which is often very 
luous and exhausting. We shall need patience 
ietly to carry our cross after Jesus, which is 
«n very rugged and very heavy. We shall need 
tience to wait God*s time for deliverance, and 
' answers to our prayers, which are often de- 
'ed for a long season. We shall need patience 
igently to watch and look for the coming of our 
loved Lord, for while the bridegroom tarries 
i virgins are apt to slumber and sleep. Be- 
ed, your God says, " Let patience have her 
•feet work." Jesus says, " In your patience 
isess ye your souls.'* The Apostle says, "Ye 
ve need of patience, that after ye have done 
I will of Gk)d, ye might receive the promise." 
d of patience give us this grace I 

Urged, surrounded by temptatious, 

Toiling on a stormy sea, 
Saviour, we have need of patience, 

Saviour, we have need of thee : 
How the needful f!:ift Impart. 
^ow nith patience ftll eudi Ivviavu 
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He that helieveth shall not make hoite, 
Isa. xxviii. 16. 

FAITH is satisfied with God^s time, and con- 
tent to walk God's pace. Sense is always 
in a hurry, and must be gratified at once, or it 
will fret, murmur, complain, doubt, and de- 
spond. Haste often throws us into confusion, 
and hinders instead of helps. The Lord^s time 
is always the best, and if we are building on 
God's foundation, trusting in God's promise, 
walking in God's way, and working in Good's 
vineyard, there can be no cause for hurry or 
confusion. Faith will keep us steady in the 
storm, quiet in the furnace, and patient under 
the cross. for more faith ! for more con- 
fidence in the presence, promise, and faithful- 
ness of God ! Then we shall wait upon him, in 
every duty ; wait for him, in every difficulty ; 
and waiting upon him, we shall be honoured by 
liim. Friend, do you believe in Jesus? Do you 
embrace his promises ? Do you depend on his 
veracity and faithfulness? If so, you may 
calmly wait his will, watch his hand, and expect 
his uiterference without fear of disappointment. 

that I thus on Christ rcclin'd. 
His quiet, meek and even mind 

>fij^t with himself possess : 

1 want the faith whicli worits by liopc, 
M'hich cahT\\y to Ua U>yv\\v>oV.s \\\>, 

And waits for vcrfuet vc.vcu. 
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He pleased God, — Heb. xi. 4. 
ilS was the best thing he could do. Nothing 

could be more honourable to him, or more 
tsistent with his profession. This should be 

one business of our lives. The object of our 
ly pursuit. Our aim in every thing we do. 
t if we would please Grod, we must study his 
kracter, receive his Son, be reconciled unto 
1, exercise filial confidence in him, be humble 
ore him, keep the eye fixed upon him, and 
Lve in all we do to glorify him. Enoch pleased 
d more than any one in his day, and yet he 
1 the cares of a family, the business of life, 
I an evil heart to contend with, just as we 
^6. God is easily pleased if our hearts are 
iuenced by filial fear and holy love. He is 
ased with the desire to please him ; with the 
blest attempt to glorify his name. Beloved, 
?e do not seek to please God, we cannot be 
)py ; if we make pleasing GU>d our end in all 

do, we need not fear offending any one ; and 
en our ways please the Lord, he will make 
m our enemies to be at peace with us. to 
ase Gt)d in all we do this day I 

Be it my only business here, 
My high parsoit, my ardent care. 

To please my gracious Lord ; 
To honour him in all I do, 
Keeping the last great day In vvuvi ^ 

And walking by his wovd. 
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He vciU come and save you, — Isa. xxxt. 4. 

WE often need deliverance, and though thi 
Lord hath delivered oa so many times, w4 
nevertheless often doubt whether he will deliver 
lis again. But such doubts if enconnged are 
»inful. The salvations of God are nnmbeiieM. 
He will deliver us in six troubles, and in seven 
he will not forsake us. The last deliveiaooeinHi 
but introductory to the next. The Lord will 
deliver us from all evil, and will preserve us 
unto his kingdom and glor}'. Beloved, are yon 
in trouble? Does Satan harass you? Does sin 
distress you? Does the world persecute yoa? 
Does an evil heart of unbelief try you? Yield 
not to doubt. Struggle agamst thy fears. Yonr 
God will come and save you. He will come, for 
he has promised. He will come at the moat 
suitable time. He will deliver you to his own 
glory, the confusion of your foes, and the joy of 
your heart. Think of this text to-day ; espe- 
cially if fears beset you, if doubts arise within 
you, or if you look forward and gloomy fore- 
bodings deject you. The Lord will perfect that 
Avhich concerneth you. He will not forsake you. 

X nothing else require, 

If thou my Sa\1our be ; 
Sftlvfttion I desire. 

Because \\. coTue« tcith thee: 
.Iesu^ I on t\\-y ^otv\t^\v. 
In trouble \et toc fvTv\ \\v*j^ \\\v,\\. 
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lie that doeth good is of God, — 3 John 11. 

IF we do good to our fellow-men with a view 
to glorify God, and out of love to the Lonl 
JesiM Christ, it is the effect of the indwelling 
and sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. Every 
thing is as the principle is from which it pro- 
ceeds; if therefore our works proceed from 
soifishness, or pride, or vain glory, they are not 
good, ' however excellent they may appear to 
men. Every thing partakes of the nature of the 
motive by which it is influenced, now if our 
motive is not pure, whatever we do is not good. 
That which is really good springs from a good 
liiotive, flows from a good principle, runs in a 
good channel, is directed by a good rule, and 
aims at a good end. Now i£ we thus do good, 
Wo are of God. We are his new creation. We 
are partakers of a divine nature. The Holy 
Ghost dwells in us. But if we are not doing 
good, whatever profosaion we may make, we are 
not of God. He will not own us now, nor will 
he acknowledge us at the last. ^^ He that doeth 
righteousness, ii righteous ; even as he is right • 
eauB.'^ Lord, teach us to do good to thy glory I 

By wilftal sin the man who wronerti 
Himsell^ his neighbour, or his God, 

To Satan, not to Christ belongs; 
He knows not the atoning blood, 

Nor Bees the great InvisiUu, 

l(u„ »ieepit within the mouth ul Vi€U. 
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A bndsed reed shall he not break. — ^Isa. xlii. 3. 

JESUS is emphaticaUy"7%«^«i/foOii«." The 
Lamb of Grod. The meek and lowly One. 
As such he invites the weary and heavy laden 
to come onto him, and promises to give them 
rest ; and the poor, dejected, dispirited, doubt- 
ing soul is assured, that the bruised reed he will 
not break, and the smoking flax he will not 
quench. But if he will not break it, he will 
nourish it, he will strengthen it, yea, he will make 
it a pillar in the temple of his God. Beloved, 
do you feel weak as the bruised reed ? Jesof 
will not break thee. Do you see yourself to be 
worthless as the bruised reed ? Jesus will not 
reject thee. Though bruised by Satan, by Grod^t 
law, by a cruel and unfeeling world, and by some 
high-minded professors of religion, fear not, 
Jesus will not allow them to break thee. He 
will bind up the broken-hearted. He will com- 
fort all that mourn. He will strengthen the 
weak and feeble. He will establish the waver- 
ing. He will pronounce the sentence of acquittal, 
and will give thee the victory over all thy foes, 
"^'ou may with confidence approach him and say, 

Tliou yrilt not crush the poor and weak, 

Thy tender heart can never bear 
A reed already bmised to break. 

To plunge the fearful in despair. 
Or airijraviite a sinner' aXoaivX,, 
( H- quench tln' faintest sv-wV. o^ ^^>^^'\. 



SEPTEMBER 5. 249 

Having a form ofgodUnesa. — 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
TRUE godliness is the life of God in the soul, 
•*• in consequence of which the life is devoted 
to €k)d'8 service and praise. A godly man is 
a holy man. A godly life is a useful life. 
When the form of godliness clothes the power, 
it is both beautiful and useful: but the form 
without the power is a mere shadow, a decep- 
tion, a snare. But it is to be feared that many 
are satisfied with the form, they perforin certain 
duties, avoid outward sins, associate with pro- 
fessors of religion, regularly attend the means 
of grace, and so doing, they fancy all is right. 
But this is a fearful delusion. We must be born 
again. Christ must be formed in us the hope 
of glory. We must crucify the flesh with its 
affections and lusts. We must know God, feel 
the power of God, and walk in fellowship with 
God, or our religion is but a dream, a vain show. 
Beloved, have you the power of godliness? or, 
are you resting satisfied with the form? Many, 
through this mistake, fancy they are going to 
heaven, while they are in the direct road to 
hell. O search thy heart and pray — 

May tmth direct my tongue. 

May grace my heart control, 

And Jesus be my sunp, 

While endless ages roll ; 
To please him well luy &\i\g\e autv, 
Aud all my trust In \\w dttal \\*vv\\c. 
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What have I to do any more tpith idol$f 
Hos. xiv. 8. 

WHAT indeed! What did idols ever do fc^ 
you ? What can they do, but disappinnt, veXj 
bewilder, and bring us under Grod*8 chasteniiig 
rod? And yet our hearts are naturally set upon 
idolatry. If God give us a special merey, we 
are apt to place it on his throne ; and in order 
to save us, it is often necessary to bereave us. 
Whatever has the heart, is the idol. This God 
«'biims. This God will have. If therdforewe 
bestow it on any other, we shall surely sm^xt 
for it. One clause in the covenant is, ^-From 
all your idols will I cleanse you." This promise 
shall be sacredly kept. G<>d will sicken us of 
idolatry, and like Ephraim we shall turn our 
back upon it, and turning to God with all ti|B 
heart say, "What have I to do any more with 
idols?" Our God is a jealous God, and he will 
not give his glory to another, nor allow us to 
do it. that the Lord would wean us from all 
our idols, and cleanse the temple of our hearts of 
every image of jealousy, and consecrate it eii- 
tinly to himself for his worship and praise. 

Dear Saviour, thou art true, 

Though false from thee I Blide ; 

And wilt thou not subdue 

Aud bind mc to thy aide ? 
I would Rive a\\ my vf a.Tv\«,T\v\?.'i v; \i,\- , 
^,)ealc Lord, Ai\d\iiv\tv\(i\»UA>f \\vi a\v»\^. 
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Thcu art my portion^ Lord, — Ps. cxix. 67. 

CAN we honestly Ray this? Could we be 
satisfied with the Lord in the absence of 
efvery thing else ? Do we ikink of the Lord as 
9ur portion ? Look to the Lord as our portion ? 
lAm upon the Lord as our portion ? If God is 
<mr portion we shall be thinking frequently and 
with interest of what he is, what he has, wliat 
he has promised, and what we may expect to 
receive from him. Every man is naturally 
desirous of knowing the nature, extent, and 
Value of his portion; and so also is the Chris- 
tian man. If God is our portion, we see at 
once that it is spiritual, not carnal; eternal, not 
temporal; permanent not evanescent; infinite, 
not limited ; invaluable, not to be estimated. 
If God is our portion, it is very probable that 
^e shall have little besides God, for where God 
gives himself he does not usually give wealth, 
earthly honours, or temporal greatness. Those 
Who have G^d for their portion, are generally a 
poor and afflicted people, emptied from vessel 
to vessel, lightly esteemed by the world, but who 
trust in the name of the Lord. Jesus — 

Whato'er I wish or want, 

Shiill come from thee alone, 

TIiou canst my heart content, 

^\nd let thy grace be shown ; 
J choose thee for my pottlow, \/^t^ 
Supply me well from meTCy^^\soa.Y«\. 



252 SEPTEMBER 8. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love. — Gal. v. 22. 

ENMITY is the effect of siii, and the proof of 
depravity. Every sinner is by Datuie 
enmity against God, not subject to his law, 
neither indeed can he be. Where sin reigns 
without control, men are said to be, "Hateful, 
and hating one another." Hell is full of enmity. 
Enmity against God, and against each other. 
Heaven is full of love, all love God, and all love 
each other. The Spirit, wherever he dwells in 
the heart, subdues our enmity, humbles our 
pride, breaks down our unbelief, and produces 
love. We love God supremely, love the saints 
with complacency, and love the whole wodd 
with the love of pity and compassion. We hate 
nothing but sin, and while we hate sin in the 
sinner, we pity and pray for his person. if 
we were full of the Spirit, we should be full of 
love I There would be no strife, no envyings, no 
hatred or malice, but all would be love and peace. 
If we have no love to God, as revealed in Jesus; 
if we have no love to saints, because like Jesus ; 
and if we have no love for sinners, for the sake 
of Jesus, we are destitute of the SpiriL 

Oh, tliat most precious love, 

Wliich saints and unf^els know 

It makes their licavcn above, 

And makes our heaven below! 
It ipai-kles In the Saviowv'a tat(i. 
And clasi>s his heart ^vUU V.vitu emXixat^t, 



SEPTEMBER 9. 253 

We cry, Abba, Father, — Rom. viii. 15. 

THIS no one can do from the heart, and witli 
confidence, but a real Christian. Nor can 
he do so always. Doubts will creep in. Fears 
will spring up. Unbelief will work. Satan will 
tempt. It is only as the blessed Spirit works, 
as we walk closely with God, as we perceive 
the freeness of his grace, and as we embrace 
and rest upon the finished work of Jesus, that 
we can do so. But it is the privilege of the 
believer, whenever anything alarms him, when- 
ever any foe assails him, when any circumstance 
perplexes him, to cry, "Father, Father." The 
Lord loves to hear us call him Father, therefore 
when Jesus taught his disciples to pray, he said, 
"When ye pray, say. Our FcUher,'''* God is 
the Father of every believer in Jesus, and as a 
Father he cares for us, provides for us, sympa- 
thizes with us, and loves to be addressed by us. 
Beloved, is God your Father? Do you call him 
80? Have you ever felt the Holy Spirit in your 
heart, prompting you to do so ? Paul said to 
the Galatians, " Because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father." Holy Spirit, witness to 
our adoption, and help tis to cry, "My Father!" 

Adopted sons perceive. 
Their kindred to the sky ; 
Tlie Father's paTd'nlng\oveT<iC;fe\N<i^ 
And, Abba, Father, crj. 



Bio. 

Thov ihoJt ite grtattr abomi»aHdiu dm At^ 
Ewk. viii. 15. ■ -i 

rE prophet fwd no idea of the extent of 
Imftel'B vickednew, tior hav« wc any ade- 
quate ideft of the deprsvily of our hmirts. We 
nu>7 baTS discoveied mnch, but there is more - 
concealed than hat horn dkaovered yet. The 
work of the HolySpiritii todi^coTer tous tlieae 
abominations, to humble dg on account of theio, 
to lead lu to the blood of Jesus to be deanst^d 



onc«, would plunge ni into black deapair, and 
therefore it u only by little and little, thut the 
great deep of depiarity ia opened np to lu- 
Herein we see Ood's mercy ; and hereby we 
should be kept humble, watchful, prayerftil,iitd 
daily eierdmng laith in the preoiDni bl6od'''of 
the Lord Jeani. No one knowa the depUu of 
depravity, or the variety of abominatioDR that 
are in our hearts, but Gtod : if any creature did, 
be mnet hate ut on account of it; bnt God 
knows all, and yet lovea us. Thii ia Godlike. 
Thia IB being full of compaadon, abtindant in 
goodneaa, and plenteona in mercy. May m 
be humble before God, hoping in hia mercy. 

May Jeins Chrisl dlKlose 

The plami" irtlWn mn teat. 

Add la my »u\ roore liumWti pw-V 

A lirlglitur f ntth \mt«n. 



SEPTEMBER 11. 255 

I will dwell in them* — 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

EVERY saint is God's temple. He is set 
apart and consecrated to God's worship 
and praise. In him God dwells. The affections 
are his throne. The heart is his altar. The 
whole man is sacred to him. If God does not 
dwell in us, our religion is not genuine. If God 
does dwell in us, we shall be sure to discover it. 
There will be a dignity about us, a concern for 
God's honour, and a tenderness of conscience 
which others do not possess. If God dwells in 
us as his temple, assuredly he will take care of 
. his own. He will cleanse us. He will adorn 
us. He will defend us. He will expect con- 
stant worship from us. The fire on the altar 
, should never go out. The sacrifices should be 
J regularly offered. Our prayers should be set 
before him as incense, and the lifting up of our 
hands as the evening sacrifice. Beloved, let us 
carefdlly examine whether God dwells in us. 
Let us daily seek to enjoy his presence, the 
light of his countenance, and the proofs of his ac- 
ceptance. God in us is our honourable distinc- 
tion, special privilege, and everlasting security. 
This thought should make us careful, watchful, 
and desirous to realize that God is in us. 

Tliere he reveals his secrets deep, 

And sheds Iiis love abroad. 
And there he teaches wft to Y.t't'^ 

Sweet fellowship 'w\t\i CioOu 



256 SEPTEMBER 12. 

Thou didst hide ihyfcuiCy and I was trovbled. 

Ps. XXX. 7. 

THE believer can find no substitute for the 
presence of his God: and having once en- 
joyed it, he cannot be happy or satisfied without 
it. The presence of God weans him from tho 
world, gives him victory over his foes, sweetens 
all his sorrows, sanctifies all his afflictions, 
brightens all his evidences, and strips death and 
the grave of all their terrors. When he has 
the presence of his God, he can work in God's 
vineyard, walk in God's ways, and fight the good 
fight of faith. Nothing daunts him. Nothing 
is too hard for him. But when the Lord hides 
his face, then he is troubled. Satan renews his 
attacks. Corruptions within revive and gather 
strength. Ordinances become unsavoury. Closet 
duties are dull and lifeless. His prospects are 
dreary and discouraging. Nothing is right, for 
he frets, finds fault, sighs, groans, and cries out 
from the depths of his soul, "0 when wilt thou 
come unto me!" *'Wilt thou not revive me 
again, that my soul may give thanks unto thee." 
Iteader, have you ever enjoyed the light of God's 
countenance ? Have you ever mourned under 
the hiding of his face? Can your heart say, — 

Tliou art the life of all my joys, 
Tliy presence makes my heav'n; 

Wlmtever else ray ^iOxOk vVviuc^ 
I'liy presence, LoyOl, ^^v' vN^twl 



SEPTEMBER 13. 257 

Behold me, behold me, — ^Isa. Ixv. 1. 

THESE are the words of Jesus. His word a 
to Gentile sinners. He calls for our atten- 
tion. He says, "Behold me." Let us direct 
our attention to him. He is worthy of it. He 
is the author of creation, the preserver of men, 
the Saviour of sinners. Let us behold him in 
his true character as revealed in his word ; in 
his absolute dominion over all flesh ; as having 
made provision for our deliverance from sin, 
Satan, death, and hell ; and as ready to receive, 
pardon, and bless us. Let us behold him cradled 
in the manger, baptized in the Jordan, trans- 
figured on the mount, working in the streets of 
Judea, agonizing in Gethsemane, standing before 
Pilate and Caiphas, but especially let us behold 
him dying on the cross. Here justice appears 
satisfied. Here his mercy is exalted. Here 
his wisdom is displayed. Here his love is glo- 
rified. Let us behold him in his word, he points 
to it and says, " Behold my power engaged for 
you, my promise pledged to you, my arms open 
to receive you, my witnesses testifying to en- 
courage you." Let us behold him and exercise 
faith in him, address our prayers to him, and 
pour out our gratitude before him. 

Behold the man 1 his wonnds, hts smurt ! 

See how he loy'd and died ! 
The Bight will melt thy stony \vc\\Tt, 

And crud/y thy pride. 



258 SKPTKMBER 14. 

Bay and eat without money, — Isa. Iv. 1. 

JESUS has every thing we do or can want, 
and he h:is it to dispose of. He invites ns 
to come and buy, but he bids us come without 
money, for his blessings have no price. They 
are all invaluable. They are all free. But we 
must come with the spirit of a buyer, of one who 
goes to market detennined to purchase, let the 
price be what it may. We are to procure 
necessaries, yea, luxuries. Not only bread, but 
wine and milk. All the fruits of the celestial 
Canaan are presented to us by Jesus, and we 
are invited to receive them, we are exhorted to 
possess them. Beloved, have you any taste 
for spiritual provisions ? Have you any desire 
for the blessings of grace and glory? K so, 
Jesus calls you to him, he wishes to confer them 
upon you ; he is willing, yea, desirous that you 
should be happy. Stand no longer at a distance. 
Delay not, but this morning go to Jesus; go 
and tell liim that you are come to obtain pardon, 
peace, righteousness, holiness, and eternal life. 
Take your sins, your guilt, your trials, your 
rags; and exchange them for p:u:don, righteous- 
ness, pence, holiness, and a title to endless 
gU ry. Go and say, — 

Take my burdens foi thy rest. 
Take my death for tliy life >;>^<'i. 
Tiike my raj;^ U\ l\v\ T\e\\ w.j-i, 
'J iike my lic^^ ^'^^ ^^^V snnv:-a\\v...s .u. 



SEPTEMBER 15. 259 

There shall he afountcdn opened. — Zech. xiii. 1. 

AND blessed be God there has been. A foun- 
tain to cleanse from all sin. A fountain 
opened to all sinners. A fountain to which we 
can repair at all times. Grace opened it, and 
grace keeps it open. The precious blood of 
Jesus is that fountain. It was shed for sinners. 
It was fihed for sin. Its efficacy is infinite and 
eternal. It has cleansed the vilest, and it 
cleanses such still. Its virtue may be proved a 
thousand times. It not only suits the sinner, 
but the saint. It is just what the backslider 
wants. Beloved, it is open this morning. It 
is open for us. Let us repair to it. Let us 
step into it. Its virtues far exceed the famed 
Bethesda, it will heal more perfectly than did 
Siloam once. O what a mercy that God should 
keep this fountain open ! AVhat should we do 
without it ? We could have no peace, we could 
never obtain pardon, our case would be des- 
perate. But now there is ground for the strong- 
est confidence. We may exercise the liveliest 
hope. This fountain not only cleanses, but it 
supplies us. It opens heaven, and it brings down 
into our possession all the riches of grace, and 
l)romises all the blessings of glory. 

Come Iiither sonlf defiled with sin, 
And wash thy heart, and make it clean ; 
Oh I do not, do not pass \t by. 
For yon must wash, or you laxiiX «X\vi. 



260 SEPTEMBER 16. 

Awake, sword^ against my shepherd, 
Zech. xiii. 7. 

JESUS is Jehovah's shepherd. He is en- 
trusted with all the Lord's sheep. They 
were committed to him, and he became respon- 
sible for them. They sinned, and he was held 
accountable. Their guilt was transferred to 
him. He stood befoiie God charged with their 
transgressions. Therefore, though he was Good's 
fellow, the sword of justice is called npon to 
awake and smite him. And it did, for God 
"spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all." And when the servants of justice 
were sent to apprehend him, he presented him- 
self and said, "Whom seek ye?" They said, 
" Jesus of Nazareth." Then said he, " I am he." 
But pointing to his disciples who represented his 
flock, he said, " If ye seek me, let these go their 
way." And they were permitted to depart. 
Beloved, if Jesus is our shepherd, he will pre- 
serve us from the sword of justice, the desert of 
fiin, and will present us without fault before his 
Father in heaven. to see Jesus as wounded for 
our transgressions, as bruised for our iniquities ! 

Lord of Hosts, and God of love ! 

We bless thee for this act of grace : 
Amazinjf mercy sure we prove 

Towards a \ost rcXiclUons race. 
Which luAtbc 8\<oyOi svw^V^e atvX wcC\\.vi 
Tliiiu' only Son, W\v \\tswu v\v^\v;^\v\ 



SEPTEMBER 17. 201 

Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

2 Tim. ii. 1. 
"Il/E want to be strong in ourselves, or if wo 

• * may not have confidence in ourselves, to 
have some fellow- creature on whom we can 
rely. But God will have us confide only in 
Jesus. God would trust no one but Jesus, and 
we should not even wish to do so. There is 
grace in Jesus. All grace is in Jesus. He 
says, ^^ All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father/' And the apostle says, ^^It pleased 
the Father, that in him should aU fulness dwell.** 
He is the fountain of grace, and we are to look 
to him at all times, and for all the grace we 
need. He giveth liberally and upbraideth not. 
Let us not fancy ourselves strong because of 
any grace we have received, or on account of the 
grace possessed by any one we love ; but let us 
exercise confidence in Jesus alone, who giveth 
more gixice. We are as oiu: faith is ; if there- 
fore our faith is fixed on Jesus, if we exercise 
steady confidence on his veracity, word, and 
love, we are strong. But it is only as we feel 
weak in ourselves tliat we shall do so. 

may my booI on Jesus rest, 
And with his comfui-ts be bupplied 

And while tils love ounstrains my breitst, 
Lean on the man that lov'd and died ; 

Not resting on a creatiire-pro^x 

liui on the Loi-d my slvcu\£0\ andLXviV^. 



K^-\ 



262 SKirnuoBB 18« 

THE law denuwds a holy nainrey and t i)|^tM- 
ouslife. ItreqiumthatwelMMLiM^bii* 
and it thieatens ns wiA sqMuwtioav JiomiiQMi 
and the dreadfbl wnth of Gh>d if walMn JR^a 
And yet if weighed in the balaaee^ lAo .of jtH 
wonld not he " found wanting," Beknm^^Mbil 
ia our state this moniuig? Aie wefUlw«i|^ 
Have we done every thing which Gtod lOtqniBii 
of us ? J£ not, we are wantmg. Bat i£riB«l tie 
found wanting, what shall we do? Lfit w^M 
once repair to Jesus, his perfect work, wilbftmn 
the scale. He receiveth sinners. Hlhjaolabei 
over his perfect obedience to every oneihst Joof 
lieves on his name. Oar deficiendfiaaiagr Ji0it 
be made up. Our sins may all be panliBifidi 
and our persons may now be juBtified* ;.• BU 
if we should be found waoting on H badr/i£ 
sickness, when racked with pain, or seised vilh 
delirium 1 If we should be found waBtingr«t 
death! At the judgment! How awful thiawotild 
be I Let us therefore examine in time« H we 
are wanting nothing that we can do, or^aufies; 
will make us full weight. 

But if no merit I can daim. 

The blood of JesvM will prevail. 
Alone prevail to save from blame 

And in my favoar turn tlie swile 
'i'lji'ough faith in \\\vc\ \ ?\wcv^ <:oxxv\J«,\a^ 



SEPTEMBER 19. 2G3 

Fear ye not therefore, — Matt. x. 31. 
iiSUS had been teaching his disciples that 
the providence of God is special and par- 
dar; that it extends to the minatest matters, 
in to the numbering of the hairs of the head, 
here be a providence that takes care of spar- 
rs, nmnbers our very hairs, and that providence 
\uft our heavenly Father presiding over his 
D works for the benefit of his people, we 
^ht not to fear, or be anxious. But we too 
ea lose sight of this. We look at second 
ises, we see the creature acting, but do not 
> Gx)d presiding and disposing. We do not 
i under the feeling that all things are work- 
together for our good, or that Grod is work- 
^ all things after the counsel of his own will, 
tre did, we should know little of anxiety or 
vish fear. We should pass our days in calm 
kfidence and holy resignation, persuaded that 
^ever things may appear now, they must issue 
G-od^s glory and the advancement of our best 
srests. O Holy Spirit, give us faith to believe 
a special providence, which extends to our 
mtest concerns, and help us to banish fear ! 

How watchful Is the lovinf;^ Lord, 
Uow sweet his providential word, 

To children that believe! 
Your very hairs are numbered all. 
Not one by furco or cUonca caw laXii 

Without your FatVxet'&YviaxNi. 



864 SEFTE1IBEB fiO; 

By (ft« oMSimes of am tkail memg he iluuh 
righimnu, — fioBL ▼. 17. 

ADAM mnned, and we are gmXt^, Ibr heiepni- 
aented us: and we are sofieriog die eflketi 
of his sin every day. Jeans obeyed the fawi 
and we are justified, for he alao rqtfo a on ted nsi 
and we are enjoying the Ueraed reanlta of his 
obedience every day. Oar first fbdend head 
inyolved as in gailt, disgrace, and mm; our 
second federal head bestows on na righteous^ 
ness, honour, and salvation. Whatever we an 
either as sinners or saints, flows from coimee* 
tion. QtoA never justifies without « righteoiis« 
ness ; but as we have not one, and cannot pro- 
duce one, in order that he may jnstify as, he 
sent liis own Son into the world, who did tSL 
the law commanded, and suffered all the law 
threatened, as a public person, and his perfect 
obedience is placed to the account of every one 
tliat believes on hii* name. By his one obedi* 
encc many have been made righteous, and by 
his one obedience many will yet obtain justifica- 
tioD, peace, and everlasting life. My soul, look 
to Jesus as thy Substitute, and Representative ! 

Tlicn let my Lord impute to me 
His own obedience full and free, 

As title to his bliss: 
And let his Spirit too implant 
All Chrtstian gracea "«\\\c\a Vvjcluv 

As pledge otUaT>Vv.vo>». 



SErXKMBER 21. 205 

He that is not toith me is against me, 
MaU. xii. 30. 

THERE is something veiy awful in the thought 
of being against Christ, and yet every one 
that is not decidedly for him is against him. 
There can be no neutrality. We mast be friends 
or foes. If we aia not his disciples, we are his 
enemies. If we are not fighting for him, we 
are fighting against him. If we are not work- 
ing for him, we are working against him. If 
we are not trusting in him, we are rejecting him. 
How is it with us, are we for Christ, or against 
liim? No question can be more solemn or 
important. No matter ought to be so thoroughly 
examined, and satis£Eictorily settled. What says 
conscience? What says our conduct? Axe 
we trusting in Christ for life and salvation? 
Are we widking with Christ in holy fellowship? 
Are we obeying Christ out of sincere love? 
Are we copying the example of Christ in all the 
walks of l^e ? How important this matter will 
appear by and by. What consequences will 
depend on the decision of it. Let us not leave 
it to the future, but let us decide it at once. 

May faith in Jeans fill my mhid, 
Sudi love to Jesus may I find. 

Such wortli in Jesus see 
That I may hold his truth and name. 
More dear tlian wealtlt, or ease, ox Uwfi, 

JicM'o dear tliau lifo to u\e. 



266 ilBFmiVWttt' 

Thou art «« tty qf Jwarf ^ JrilWiM»> 

ALL true bdievem are Qod^ I■lMk>^BvlW 
church, wluoh oompriiei all (9ifpi|ApnJis 

ChriBt's kingdom. Haiiaiw i i rt B d ia^fP lHi B lrf 
to be the k^, by Jehovah the EMih4!V&#R^}|B 
will role over the honae of Jwael -faiBiSMWiJi. 
All a king, he ia ineek and lo^yfii^^ M^ 
holy ; dignified and majestie ; wiie anApw^Pillif 
always consnlting the happinesB aiid^iiFf^^Mnt^ 
his subjects. His govenunent ia BmfBttii l|j(i 
laws are all righteous, and hia sabjafta-jvil^ilie 
all happy. Aa their king he loT6Bikhoj%fOf)[t- 
fers ^reat and glorioui privil^gea, iqMttjjt^fgg^ 
and will ever fight for and defend then^Fji^'ja 
only necessary to know him, and wa |«w^.)oifp 
him. If we once understood the natopia^ g|^ Jdi 
government, we must approve of aa^^AnlllAiifi* 
He now sits in heaven, and his reign OQjfiuctJhfr 
invisible; but the time is coming whaii iJM 
will give unto him the throne Qf£ idnt/fi^bfft 
David, and he shall reign upon the monintiZiimt, 
and then liis reign will be visible. O Jtm^ itt$ 
up thy throne in my heart, rule ovar..ev)i|f* 
power of my soul, and make me a truljf kgial 
subject of thy kingdom I Lord, rule in aodoyap 
me this day, and every day, for thy gloxy. 

Tliy kingdom of grace set np In my breast» 
Alfoi'dlDg me peace and sanctified re«t; 
Ji'hi all my affection cry owltw UwAiatiV, 
Aiul bring in su\>iecl\oi\ u\^- v<\\\ vo x\\>i >kc«^ 



SEPTEMBER 23. 2G7 

Behold^ God is my salvation. — Isa. xii. 2. 

THIS is a fact so glorious, so stupendous, that 
we may well be called upon to behold and 
^admire it. God was angry with us, and justly. 
He threatened us, and righteously. We deserved 
nothing at his hands but punishment, and on 
^the principles of the law we could expect nothing 
but wrath. But, behold, God is our salvation! 
This flows purely from his love. It is the effect 
'of his free, sovereign, and distinguishing grace. 
'To save us, he entered into covenant. To save 
in, he sent his Son to make an atonement. To 
ftave us, he sent his Holy Spirit into our hearts. 
"To save us he was determined, and in saving us 
lie rejoices. Our salvation is a gift conferred, a 
work wrought, a change effected. No one could 
aceomplish our salvation but God, and he has 
done it. Our God is our Saviour. "He will 
•fRive, he will rest in his love." Do we know 
€k>d in this glorious character? Have we felt 
cor need of an almighty Saviour? Have we 
thrown ourselves into the open arms of Jesus? 
Has he spoken peace to our hearts by his blood ? 
'Has he shed abroad his love within us ? Let 
toothing satisfy us, but the inward witness of the 
Holy Spuit, that Gt>d is our salvation. 

Now may we find access to God, 
Through the Redeemer's predoos blocAx 
And^ idille we hear thy -nAce ol \««iafte. 
Oar seals from guUt and f eax T^«^«tb<v 



268 BE^mnnSA. 

THE apottJe mmB op the noMry of tfae^rad^ 
liog in these wmdi,'' Having BO iMpei^ ihil 
iB,noweU<groiuidedhape. For fhere kno bope 
for « Burner but in Ghrirt. Tea, Gfariifc Ubnidf 
is said to be our hope. He laid the irandalioa 
of it in his meritorioos obedienoe and deafth* 
He gave the waiiant for it, bj aendiiig w Us 
everlasting goepeL He prodneed it, bj giving 
us the Holy Spirit. We ean have no hope of 
access to God, of acceptance with God^. or of 
any spiritual blessing from God, but aa «a hk 
oeive Christ, look to his cross, and bdievo his 
glorious gospeL Take avray Jesne, and the 
most virtuous can have no hope; give va Jons 
and the vilest transgressor may hopo fbr Ao 
greatest blessings. Let us boild on Joma, and 
on Jesus alone ; and we shall find hfan to be a 
foundation which will never give way. Let oi 
live hoping for all necessary good thinga now, 
and for everiasting ^ory at the end of oar 
course, for the sake of what Jesus did and aof- 
fered, and we shall never be disiqypointed. 
Beloved, is Jesus your hope? Areyoaho|nng 
for mercy in bis name, and heaven through his 
blood ? If so, look up to €K)d and say, — 

Behold, his merit is onr plea 
On him aloTve oxxx tox^s^ ^«^ti^\ 
He Is our MvocaXo VAJcv >iX\<!.^, 



SEPTEMBER 25. 2G9 

The consolation of Israel. — Luke ii. 26. 

SIN has filled our world, and our natures, with 
all the elements of misery and unhappi- 
ness. And we never can be made truly happy, 
except Gk)d send down happiness from his own 
bosom. This he has done. Jesus came not 
only to save, but to console us ; or to make us 
happy, as well as make us holy. The grace 
which Jesus gives is the seed of happiness, and 
as it springs up and flourishes in our souls, it 
conquers and triumphs over our misery. Be- 
loved, if we would be happy, we must seek to 
be interested in, conformed to, and walk in fel- 
lowship with, Jesus. He was once the man of 
sorrows for us, but even then he opened a foun- 
tain of happiness to us. He called sinners who 
were weary and heavy laden to him, and pro- 
mised to give them rest. He is now the happy 
One, and the happy making One. There is a 
fulness of consolation in him, he comforts all 
that mourn, giving them the oil of joy for 
mourning, and the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. Holy Spirit, in all seasons 
of trouble, in all times of depression and sorrow, 
lead us to Jesus as the consolation of Israel and 
make us happy in his love. 

Though oft I am mouming below, 

And tind little permanent rest, 
Yet this I assuredly knovr^ 

'i'hcvM is strong conwAatVou Vxv Ovw&x. 



270 SEPTEMBER 26. 

/ change not, — Mai. iiL 6. 

NO one can use this language but GU>d; for 
all other persons, and all things changed 
We are constantly changing, either for the 
better or the worse; but Jesus Qirist is th4 
same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Hisi 
nature is unchangeable. His office is perma^ 
nent. His love is immutable. He is the Bock 
of ages, the unchanging Sun of righteousnest* 
This is our comfort, we have one who always 
thinks of us, loves us, and cares for us, withoot 
any variation. This is the ground of our eonfi^ 
dence, Jesus is always the same. Wemayezpcot 
him to sympathize with us, confer blessings upon 
us, and appear to supply and deliver us ; for he 
is in one mind, and he has promised to do sOi. 
Could Jesus change, our confidence would be de* 
stroyed, our hope would dwindle, and our comfort 
must decay. But he is the same, and his yean 
fail not. Let us this day, amidst all the changes 
we may witness, amidst all the trials we may 
endure, rejoice that we have an unchangeable 
friend in the person of our beloved Bedeemer : 
and let us endeavour to exercise faith in his word. 

What a changing world is this ! 
Voiii of all substantial bliss! 
All we see beneath the sun, 
lu successive changes run ; 
But our Jesus v^*^^'^ ^'^^'^ «.a,\w^ 
l::ndlcs3 blcssiuga ovi\\\4 \va.u\%i. 



SI rxEMBER 27. 271 

No good iking will he urithhbldfrom them that 
;. wcUk uprightly, — Ps.lxxxiv.il. 

EVERY good gift, and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no varia- 
bli^ess, neither shadow of turning. Every good 
thing, is in Grod^s hand, and it is in God's heart 
to give all good things to upright walkers. Let 
uai .xelj steadily on Jesus and his perfect work 
fofovr aooeptance with Grod; and then let us 
waJkr uprightly in all our dealings with our 
feUow men, so shall we secure all things that 
in» /really necessary to life and godliness. 
iWliatever Qod withholds from the upright, is 
JMt necessary, would not be good for them; 
tiierefore it is withheld. God has it, there is no 
wmlliiignesB on his part to bestow it, there is no 
difficulty in the way of his imparting it, but he 
MOBB it beet that we should be without it. We 
may ask every good thing of God, and if we 
vnik uprightly, we may expect every good thing 
irom Grod. Let us look well to our motives, 
our spirit, and our conduct; and let us preserve 
a tender conscience, so shall we ensure all that 
is good for us, both temporal and spiritual. God 
will not fail or neglect an upright man. 

Lord be my safety and defence, 

My light, my Joy, my blias : 
My portion in the worVd to cmox^ 

My coDfldeucii lu Uvia. 



27 i SlOPTriMBER 28. 

The Father of glory, —-lEph. i. 17. 
A LL glory dwells in God, and flows from God. 
-^^ He is the source and centre of all honour, 
even as the sun is the source and centre o^ 
light and heat. Jehovah is the glorious Father. 
He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is called " his own Son;" " the Son of his love;" 
and " his only begotten Son." He is the Fa- 
ther of all creation, as all things were conceived 
in his mind, produced by his power, and ar- 
ranged by his wisdom. He is the glorious 
Father of his people. He predestinated them 
to the adoption of children. He sent the Spirit 
of his Son into their hearts. He deals with ^em 
as sons. He acknowledges them at his throne. 
He secures their eternal salvation, and he will 
be glorified in them when time shall be no more. 
Beloved, let us this day fix our minds upon our 
*' glorious Father." Let us think of his glorious 
nature and perfections ; of his glorious promises, 
and provision for our wants; of his glorious 
throne and kingdom ; of his glorious Son our 
Saviour ; of his glorious heaven, and the man- 
sions there prepared for us ; and under all our 
sufferings direct our minds to the glory which 
bliull be revealed. Father of glory is, — 

In part displayed to worlds above, 

Not qviite ov\ earth concealed. 
By %vond'vov\3 uue-JL\\a.\3L?,\.*i^\oNVi, 

To morU\ mvm vviNeA\ciV\ 



SEPTEMBEK 29. 273 

Daily ahaU he he praised. — Fb. Ixxii. 15. 

AND he well deserves it. If all the inhabit- 
ants of heaven and earth praised him with- 
out ceasing, it woold not be more than his due. 
He ought to be praised, and we ought to praise 
him. We should sing to the honour of his 
name, and speak of all his wondrous works. 
We should praise him for his infinite love, for 
his amazing condescension, for undertaking our 
cause, for dying in our stead, and for interced- 
ing for us at God^s right hand. We should 
praise him for life and health, for civil and re- 
ligious freedom, for a precious Bible, a throne of 
grace, a house of prayer, and all our domestic 
comforts. His mercies are innumerable, and 
they are new every morning ; great is his faith- 
fidness. He shaU be praised. Angels praise 
him for creation and preservation. Saints in 
heaven praise him for grace and glory. Be- 
lievers on earth praise him for innumerable 
benefits. But the day is coming, when dU on 
tarth and all t» heaven will unite to praise him, 
and will praise him for evermore. O to form a 
part of that happy band ! O to be employed in 
praising Jesus throughout eternity I Hasten, 
Lord, the time when all shall praise thee. 

Praise Mm who loved you on the cross, 
Praise him who loves you on hiti tlirune. 

rimso him who turns to rbIu ^oxn \v>«is. 
And makes your croiaea ^tw^ 's^^'^ cwi'^v^ 



274 SEPTEMBER 30. 

My soul is exceeding sorrowful. 
Matt. xxvi. 38. 

THE sorrows of Jesus exctieded the powers of 
descriptioii or conception. No one caA 
fully enter into them, no one can describe them;^ 
He liad suffered much before, bat he nevdr 
suffered as now. His agony proceeded from AM 
unseen cause ; no creature touched him, md 
*'yet his sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground." He had 
undertaken to be our surety, and he was eamrt- 
ing for it. He had an adequate conception of 
what that load of sin was, which he was to beatf 
and remove ; of what the wrath and cune of 
God was, which he was to sustain ; of what Ic 
was for Jehovah to bruise him, to put him to 
grief, and to make his soul an offering for sin. 
He was overwhelmed with sorrow, he was 
pressed to the ground with grief, his very soid 
was torn with agony, the load appeared insap* 
portable, and he felt constrained to cry, " FV 
ther, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me." But it was not possible, if we were to be 
saved, he must suffer; and he did sufier. 

what wonders love has done ! 
But how little understood! 
God well knows, and God alone. 
What produced that sweat of blcioJ; 
Who can tY\y deep "wou^et* ««*, 
W oiiderful Gettiaexft!^^ 



OCTOBER 1. 275 

He is the head of the body, the church. 
CoL i. 18. 

THE church here comprises all the chosen of 
. the Father, all who are redeemed by the 
Son, all who are sanctified by the Holy Ghost; 
or, all who shall be eternally saved. To the 
whole church, Christ stands in the relation of a 
bjt^ftd. Every member is united to him, depen- 
daut upon him, and receives life, strength, and 
Wisdom from him. He is the beauty of the 
chimnh, and in him dwells all the fulness of the 
church* As the head, he thinks for us, sympa- 
thizes with us, and rules over us. He exercises 
^ ^senses for us. He sees our foes, dangers, 
add wapts. He hears all that is said against us 
19 all places. He feels the deepest interest in 
mv ^uod he will see to it, that all things shall 
work together for our good. He takes care of 
the whole body, even the feeblest member. He 
clothes alL He feeds alL He adorns all. He 
preserves all. He represents all. Our heavenly 
Father looks upon us, as the members of his 
S^n : he loves us as he loves his Son ; and he 
will place us in his heavenly kingdom with his 
Son. Beloved, let us honour Jesus as our head ; 
and let us bless our heavenly Father for him. 

Christ the M'hole body will present 

Before his Father's face; 
Nor shall a wrinkle or a s^vot 

Ita beauteous fuvm Oi\&Av^c^ 



276 OCTOBER 2. 

Aaron shall bear their names be/ore the Lord. 
Exod. xxviii. 12. 

A ARON was a type of Christ as the Great 
-^ High Priest of our profession. What 
Aaron was to Israel, Jesas is to us. What 
Aaron did for Israel, Jesus does for us. The 
names of the twelve tribes were engraven and 
placed on Aaron^s breast, and whenever he 
appeared before Grod in the holiest of all, the 
light of the Shekinah rested upon them, and 
God read them in his own light. Nothing was 
allowed to come between the names and the 
mercy-seat, but the blood, as he sprinkled it ; 
or the smoke of the incense, as he waved it 
before the Lord. O beloved, Jesus has our 
names on his breast ! The light of the Father's 
countenance rests upon them. There is nothing 
between them and God, but the blood that 
atoned for our sins, and the smoke of the incense 
wliich perfumes our prayers. Jesus constantly 
presents us to God, for he has entered into 
heaven " now to appear in the presence of God 
for us." Sweet thought, my name is on the 
Saviour's heart, my cause is in the Saviour's 
hands, and he ever takes the deepest interest in 
my welfare I O tliat I could love him more ! 

He bears the names of all his saints 

Deep in his heart eu^^ravcd ; 
-\liiMitive to tbe state a.v\v\ viawV* 

u: viii lub love Uaa ^ancv*. 



OCTOBER 3. 277 

In the midst of the throne a Lamb. — Rev. v. C. 

JESUS is the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sins of the world. To him we look as 
the one sacrifice for sin. Through him we ex- 
pect pardon and peace. By him we have access 
to and acceptance with the Father. In all our 
trials and troubles, iu all our seasons of fear and 
depression, wheneyer Satan assails us, of guilt 
casts us down, we look to the Lamb ; and look- 
ing to him find relief and deliverance. And 
there is something very sweet in the thought, 
that when we enter heaven, we shall find the 
Lamb in the midst of the throne. There he is 
as our Saviour and sacrifice, there he is pos- 
sessed of omnipotent power, infinite wisdom, and 
unlimited authority. There he is to receive us, 
and to present us to his Father as the purchase 
of his blood, the objects of his love, and the obe- 
dient subjects of his kingdom. to keep this 
fact in mind, when going to God for blessings, 
when going to confess sin, when going to enjoy 
fellowship and communion, that the Lamb is in 
the midst of the throne. Our plea is there before 
us. Our advocate is in high favour. Our sacri- 
fice is accepted. Our dear, dearest Lord and 
Saviour, is in the midst of the throne. 

O what must It be on his priories to jfaze. 
When liU chosen arc gatliered in onu, 

Where seraphs and salute s\\«A\ cxct\va\Vj \^••^v»^N 
The Lnmb in the midst ot\\\e Wvcov^^i. 



27S OCTOBER 4. 

The joy that was set before htm. — ^Heb. xiL 1 

JESUS could only rejoice in what would gntjff 
his benevolent nature. The object d |v 
joy therefore must be benevolent ; and that ob- 
ject was the complete sadvation, and etenil 
happiness of his people. To nuBe millionfl of 
fallen souls to the enjoyment of holiness oA 
happiness for ever, he was willing to sink in die 
deep waters, and to suffer inconceivable agomes 
for a time. He kept his eye on the convenmm, 
sanctification, and glorification of his people, hf 
which his Father would be glorified, and tihk 
sustained him. He is now reaping the fimitof 
his pains, and waits expecting the time when tfl 
for whom he suffered, bled, and died, will be 
made like him, stand complete before him, and 
enjoy the kingdom with him for evermore* 
how his benevolent heart will be delighted, how 
his loving heart will overflow with joy, when he 
sees all his people safe in his Father's kingdom! 
Beloved, if such was the joy of Jesus, what ought 
to be our joy ? Ought it not to be to see him 
glorified, and to assist in glorifying him, first on 
earth and then in heaven. 

Tliis is thfi heaven I long to know; 

For this with patience I would wait, 
1111 wean'd from earth and all below, 

I mount to my celestial scat. 
And, wftvo my \^sv\v[\, a.x\^N5v\wc \avs ^rw*:-*^ 
And if\\.\\ t\\c (AvXcT^ ca*v Wv-.m v\vvkw. 



OCTOBER 5. 279 

A Strang hold in the day of troubh, — 
Nah. i. 7. 

MAN is bom to trouble, and his second birth 
iesposes him to trouble as well as the first. 
TJbere is a furnace for every one to pass through. 
tA. dreary wilderness between Egypt and Canaan, 
many are the stormy days that we shall see. 
^[^ubles will come, but every trouble may be 
.iwmed to account. If rightly used, it will 
endear the Saviour, wean us from the world, 
fimke the Bible more precious, and strengthen 
ixm desires after the better land. Jesus is a 
fftrong hold in the day of trouble. To him we 
Ibay F^air and find safety. If we enter into 
h\m we diall enjoy supply. He wiU protect us 
fsom every foe, and secure us amidst all the 
jvrars, convulsions, and tempests of the present 
world.. The door of this hold is always opened 
to every sinner that repairs to it, its walls are 
ipdpregnable and cannot be stormed, and its re- 
pources are boundless and cannot be exhausted. 
'*f:The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the 
righteous runneth into it and is safe.*' Beloved, 
in every trial and trouble, let us repair to Jesus, 
he will receive us, he will soothe our sorrows, 
and he will effectually prevent our being injured. 

Then dry up your tears, ye chQdren of grief, 
For Jesus appears to Kive you relief^ 
If you are retuining to Jesus yowt ¥t\&tA> 
Toot aigliing and mouminR lu «\r.«i;Vsif^ ^vO^. wv^ 



230 OCTOBER 64 

HumbkiimofmmeL''-Coh ifi. IS. 

THIS is one of the GfariBtJanoniaineiits which tiia 
elect of God are exhorted to pal on and wetfr. 
How much we have to make ub famnUla, and jtt 
how little effect it has upon ua. Kwe lefieet i^on 
our origin, and look unto the rook wlienoe we were 
hewn; if we conaider the eonrae we pumied be- 
fore conversion, even the coune of this wvnld ; 
or if we remember what we have been and dona 
Hince the Lord called as by his grace, one wooUL 
think we should see enough to make and keep 
us humble. But we have the example of odp 
Lord, he never encouraged one high thon^, he 
never put on one proud look, he never apake one 
contemptuous word; but meekness, hnmilityi 
and love, characterized all he thought, did, or 
said ; and he has left us an example that we 
should follow in his steps. If we think rightJj of 
ourselves, we shall think humbly. Let as tlwre- 
fore endeavour to think soberly, of our talents, 
stations, acquirements, and rights ; that humble- 
ness of mind may characterize us. We can only 
be happy as we are humble. We can only recom- 
mend religion, adorn our profession, or attain to 
extensive usefulness, as we put on humbleness 
of mind. Let us then be dlothed with humility. 

Jesus to my soul impart 

Thy s;oo^ Svlrvt from above 
To ciim\v vuy>atvTtwv\\«AsV 



OCTOBER 7. 281 

Christ died for our sins, — 1 Cor. xv. 3. 

SIN is God^s chief enemy. God never had an 
enemy until sin was conceived and brought 
forth. It is inconceivably aggravating, loath- 
some, and abominable in his sight. It is a dread- 
ful evil, a fearful foe, an unmerciful tyrant, and 
a tremendous pestilence. We are the subjects 
of it, we are infected by it, and we were in love 
with it. In the plan of salvation we were viewed 
as sinners. As sinners we were chosen to salva- 
tion. As sinners we were redeemed from the 
curse. As sinners God sent the good news of 
the gospel to us. As sinners the Holy Spirit 
took possession of us, and began his good work 
in our hearts. As sinners we are saved, and 
saved by grace from first to last. Jesus Christ 
is our great Friend. He became our Substitute 
and Surety, and as such he died for our sins, 
that he may blot them out as a charge against 
us ; justify us from them ; cleanse us completely 
from their guilt and filth ; and make a full and 
sufficient atonement for them. He died for the 
sins of all who believe on his name, confide in hia 
merits, and walk by the rule of his holy word. 

Here's my claim, and here alone,— 

None a Saviour more can need ; 
Deeds of righteousness I ve none : 

No, not one good work to plead : 
Not a glimpse of hope for tae^ 
Ouly Iju Gethsemancl 



282 octobkrS. 

Thai y& moff be 9mear€,r^VhSL L 10. 

SINCERITY k a graift oraraunt: and It is 
<nM of the OMentiak of the CSbiislM 
ter. AmanmiutbeBiiieere, orheeeimotbea 
Ghristiaii. To be smcere ii to be einple, open, 
free from fraud or duplicity ; a double nunded 
man, oradoubleiaoediiian,oradoubletOQgued 
man, ib no Ohiiftian, let Idm be what else he 
may. GU)d*8 Isiaelitee have no allowed guile. 
They hate hypocrity and pretence. To be 
sincere is to be pure, bearing examination as to 
principles, possessions, and practioes ; any man 
who does not frequently examine himself, and who 
is afraid of bdng exan^ned by others, has reason 
to question his sincerity. O may we be sinoerel 
Siaoerdy believing Chad's truth, sinoerdy seek- 
ing GU)d*s g^ory, sincerely doing Gh>d'B will, and 
sincerely seeing to promote Qod*s eansel 
Without smcerity, our profession is a lie ; our 
pretensions, an insult to God ; and our end will 
be according to our deeds. Reader, are you 
what you profess to be ? Is there no pretence, 
no putting on, no deception in your profession 
or conduct ? O " Thai you may be jmeers.*' 

May webe kqpt ainoen, 

And after Jemu breathe, 
SUU walk in godly fisar. 

And close to Jesos cleavti 
In all slncertty te^o\t^ 
And hear thy YdtvA vs!iVToNVvv^N\iv>i.^ 



OCTOBER 9. 283 

A brother is bom for adversity, — Prov. xvii. 17. 
'^THIS may be true of others, but it is emphati- 
A cally true of Jesus. We brought ourselves 
into adversity, and Jesus became our brother to 
bring us out. The children being partakers of 
flesh and blood, he likewise himself took part 
of the same. He who was our God, became 
our brother. He who created us, became like 
us. And he did so that he might show his 
love to us, sympathize with us, and deliver us. 
As our brother, he became responsible for our 
debts, and he paid them. He engaged to re- 
store us to ourFather^s image and to set us before 
his face for ever, and he will do so. In all our 
seasons of adversity in this world, he shows a 
brother's love. He visits us. He counsels us. 
He comforts us. He supplies us. He stands 
by us when all else forsake us. He makes up 
all our losses, sanctifies all our crosses, bears 
all our burdens, and carries all our cares. He 
has always a brother's heart. He performs a 
brother's part. He is our nearest of kin, and 
he performs the part of a kinsman well. 
wondrous love of Jesus, which brought him 
into the closest relationship to us, and influenced 
hun to do every thing he could for us ! Saviour, 

Thy wounded hands and feet proclaim 
That love and mercy meet in thee ; 

That Jesua is the sweetest ivvcnve^ 
The Brother In advemtv\ 



284 OCTOBER 10. 

He hath chosen tu in him. — Eph. i. 4. 

THAT is, in Christ Jesus. This was the first 
display of Jehovah^s grace towards us. All 
the creatures lay spread out before his omni- 
scient eye. He saw the whole of them, and what 
every one would do and be. Nothing was con- 
cealed from his eye, every thing appeared as it 
afterward existed. And with the thorough 
knowledge of all that his people would be and 
do, he chose them unto eternal life. He chose 
them to be a special people imto himself, above 
all people that dwell upon the face of the earth. 
He chose them in Christ, who was appointed to 
be their Head, their Substitute, their Surety, 
their Representative, and infallible Saviour. 
He chose them to make them holy, to raise 
them to the highest honour, and to exalt them 
to perfect happiness. He chose them in eternity. 
His choosing them was an act of gracious sove- 
reignty. His choice of them secures to them an 
interest in the work of Christ, miion to the person 
of Christ, and a share in the glory of Christ. 
wondrous display of infinite grace I Ijord, 
help me to make my calling and election sure. 

Nothing but grace appenrs, 
In this eternal choice. 
It channs the humble saint. 
And makes \\\(i wu\ xc\o\te ; 
Its endless K\ory ¥.\uv\eH?«\>x\v^V-.^ 



OCTOBER 11. 285 

Purchased witk his own blood, — Acts xx. 28. 

PAUL is speaking of the church, he was hi 
the habit of viewing it as a purchased pos- 
session. The price paid for it was the blood of 
Christ, whom the apostle calls "God." The 
whole church therefore is bought and paid for. 
The price paid was satisfactory, and the pro 
perty will all be given into the Saviour^s hand. 
The Father, who received the price, will draw 
the purchased ones to the Son, and all who come 
to him will be cheerfully received by him. The 
church of Christ belongs therefore to no one 
but Christ. Hence the apostle says, " ye are 
not your own, for ye are bought with a price : 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, wliich are God's." Beloved, let us view 
ourselves as the property of Jesus ; as property 
purchased and paid for; as property purchased 
at a price which no created mind can calculate ; 
which defies all the powers of arithmetic to set 
forth. The blood of Jesus I The blood of God's 
own Son! The blood of God manifested in 
flesh I Who can conceive its value ? Who can 
question its efficacy ? Who dare trifle with it ? 
Precious blood of Jesus, may my eye be steadily 
fixed on thee, at all times, and in all places ! 

'Us through his blood my prayers ascend 

And reach Jehovah's throne ; 
Through it my God accept«^ wv^ TSKvCVt"^ 

And pours hla bles&Vnga Oiov<w. 



286 OCTOBER 12. 

My Father, — Jer. iii. 4. 

THIS is a child^s cry : a word which no slave 
was allowed to use. It is full of meaning. 
It is full of love. It is full of comfort. It is a 
title which the Lord loves to hear us use, there 
fore he says, " Wilt thou not call me, My Fa- 
ther." Lord, give us the Spirit of adoption 
this morning, and let us see and feel, that we 
are thy children 1 Believer, to whom will you 
repair in trouble ? To whom will you look in 
difficulty ? To whom will you cry in danger ? 
From whom will you expect in want ? Surely 
I hear you say, " My FcUher" And who speaks 
to you in the Bible? Who tries you by his 
providence ? Who chastens you with his rod ? 
Who strips and cleanses you ? Who humbles 
and reproves you ? Again you will say, "Jlf y 
Father J*^ Who supports the world ? Who con- 
trols the nations? Who chains up Satan? 
Who blesses the church ? Who comforts the 
believer? Who pardons the backslider? Who 
receives the sinner? Again you reply, ^^ My 
FaiherJ" Then I exhort you to trust your 
Father's word, abide in your Father's house, ex- 
pect from your Father's hand, and say in every 
trial, '' / will arise and go to my Foihery 

Tiocl is my Father, then I sec, 

He "Will all p;oo<\\>es\o>N 
J !i everlustmp love to me, 

J lis mcrc\es OLrWy ^^^^' 




OCTOBER 13. 287 

Through saricHfication of the Spirit. 
2 Thess. ii. 13. 

GOD has chosen us to salvation, this is the 
end ; bat it is through sanctification of the 
Spirit, this is the means. The sanctification of 
the Spirit commences in regeneration, it is car- 
ried on through life, and will be completed in 
the day of Christ. It consists in making us holy, 
or inwardly and outwardly conforming us to the 
likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. It separates 
us from the world, sets our hearts against sin, 
consecrates us to the Lord's sendee, makes us 
zealous for his glory, and creates us anew in 
Christ Jesus. Physically we are the same as 
before, but morally and spiritually we differ. 
The more we experience of the sanctifying work 
of the Spirit, the more clearly we shall discover 
our own sinfulness, the more we shall be tried 
with our inward corruptions, the more we shall 
see the need of the Saviour's blood, the more 
we shall bless God for the Redeemer's finished 
work, and the more carefully and cautiously we 
shall walk in our intercourse with an ungodly 
world. Nothing will prove our election by the 
Father, or our redemption by the Son, but the 
sanctification of the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, while below, may I enjoy 

More sanctifying grace ; 
Then shall my spirit bosx otiYvX^^ 

And feel more soUd i^eaiie. 



288 OCTOBER 14. 

He tliat hath the Son hath life, — 1 John iv. 12. 

JESUS is presented to us in the everlasting 
gospel as God^s free gift ; he contains im 
himself all we do, or can possibly want. His 
wealth is unparalleled. His riches are unsearch- 
able. Christ must either be received or rejected 
by us. If we feel our need of him, if we desire 
to possess him, we are heartily welcome to him. 
God gives him to sinners. He presents himself 
to sinners. He says, ** He that receiveth me 
receiveth my Father also." He that hath Christ 
hath life, he is quickened by the Holy Spirit ; 
he is dehvered from all condemnation; he is 
entitled to everlasting glory. He that hath the 
Son, hath in reality all things ; for all things go 
with Christ. He hath a righteousness that jus- 
tifies him from all things ; a peace that passeth 
all understanding, strength that will enable him 
to overcome all foes, and wisdom that will pre- 
serve him from falling into any fatal snares. He 
that hath Christ now^ will have Christ for ever. 
If we have Christ in life, we shall have Christ 
in death. If we have Christ on earth, we shall 
have Christ in heaven. He that hath Christ is 
fully, freely, and eternally blest. Header, have 
you received Christ? Life or death hangs on this, 

He that hath Christ is always blest. 

From him -we cauxvoliaVi-, 
Clirist is OUT Wte, out V^-j, owt \^st. 

Our God, OUT stTCUftWv, oux ^V 
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My delights were toith the sorts of men. 
Prov. viii. 31. 
THESE are the words of Jeaas, who is the 
A personal wisdom of God ; in whom is hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. In 
eternity he looked forward and anticipated the 
occurrences of time. His heart was set upon his 
people. His love was flowing forth towards 
them. He rejoiced over them. He delighted 
in them. They were precious to his soul. He 
seemed to long for the time when he should 
come and prove his love to them, by suffering 
and dying for them. He delivered them be- 
cause he delighted in them. How truly won- 
derful that Jesus should delight in creatures so 
mean and insignificant, so depraved and sinful. 
In creatures who would treat him with con- 
tempt, and break his loving heart. But there is 
no accounting for love, especially the love of 
Jesus : it is infinite, immutable, — transcendent. 
But is it possible that Jesus had his eye on me, 
that his heart glowed with love to me, that he 
delighted in the thought of making me his own, 
even before the foundation of the world ? Yes, 
if you are a believer, it is more than possible, 
for it is a solemn, a delightful fact. 

Ko claim had we who now ei^joy 
The smiles of our redeeming God : 
He only knows wlvo cYvo«i& -oa, "«\\>j 
Our hearts are IvVa (iivVue «\y\^«^ 



290 OCTOBER 16. 

My heart shaU r^oice inthy salvation, — Ps. xiii. 6. 

WE may rejoice in this when we can rejoice 
in nothing else. It always suits us, and 
it is calculated to raise us above all that is 
gloomy, depressing, and sorrowful. God^s sal- 
vation is his glory, and it is our best portion. 
It is a deliverance from all that is injurious, 
degrading, and dreadful; a restoration to all 
that is beneficial, elevating, and delightful; and 
a title to joys more pure, treasures more vast, 
and honour more glorious than unfallen Adam 
ever experienced. God^s salvation, is himself 
saving sinners in the most free, complete, and 
glorious manner. Each of the Divine persons 
in Jehovah are engaged and employed in sav- 
ing us, therefore we may well say, ** My heart 
shall rejoice in thy salvation." To be saved at 
all should fill us with gratitude and joy, but to 
be saved by the Lord, should cause our hearts 
to leap for joy, and fill our mouths with con- 
stant songs. This should make us happy in the 
dreariest season, and cheer us in the most win- 
try day. my soul, when thou canst not rejoice 
in thy frames, thy friends, thy possessions, or 
immediate prospects, then rejoice in G«d*8 sal- 
vation. 

Rejoice, my soul, and prize thy lot, 

Though trials should abound ; 
T))y Father's purpose changes not, 

Atid he trill have thee crowned. 
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Thou wast precious in my sight — Isa. xliii. 4. 

ALL the Lord's people are precious in the 
Lord's sight: never was child so precious 
in the estimation of a fond mother, as the poor- 
est, weakest believer, is to the Lord Jesus. 
They are precious to him as creatures, as sinful 
creatures, but especially as regenerated crea- 
tures. They are precious to him, therefore he 
laid down his life for them, and will never, never 
part with one of them. Their persons are pre- 
cious, their graces are precious, their prayers 
and praises are precious, and their life is pre- 
cious. " Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of his saints." Every thing he has 
done for them, said to them, or set before them, 
proves that they are precious to him. His in- 
vitations, his expostulations, his promises, his 
exhortations, and his warnings, prove this. They 
are precious to the Father, as his choice ; pre- 
cious to the Son, as his bride ; precious to the 
Holy Spirit, as his temple. They are redeemed 
by precious blood, blessed with precious faith, 
interested in precious promises, entitled to pre- 
cious things, and are comforted with Grod's pre- 
cious thoughts. If we are precious to Jesus, he 
will certainly be precious to us. 

Hear, my soul^ what Jesus saith. 

Nor tremble to depart; 
For all his saints in life an^ ^'&^X\\^ 

Arc precious to Ms Yvcvxtt. 



292 OCTOBER 18. 

A great fight of affUction8» — Heb. x. 32. 

PRIMITIVE believers were exposed to fiery 
trials, and the most onmerclM persecutions. 
In them see what true faith will bear, and what 
grace will enable us to overcome. They had 
not only patience, but joy. They took joyfully 
the spoiling of their goods. They felt it an 
honour to be persecuted for the sake of Jesus. 
They rejoiced to suffer for him, who had suffered 
so much for them. They had the inward wit- 
ness that Christ was theirs, that they had in 
heaven a better and an enduring substance. 
Nothing will enable us to suffer for Christ, like 
the assurance of an interest in Christ. We may 
not have to battle with afflictions, just in the 
same way as the first Christians did; but we too 
must suffer. Through much tribulation, inward 
or outward, we must enter into the kingdom of 
God. Let us therefore prepare for it. Let 
us get our evidences brightened, our sword 
sharpened, our courage increased, our confidence 
strengthened, that so we may withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, stand. Jesus, our 
Captain, will lead us into the field, and if we look 
to him, trust in him, and copy his example, he 
will bring us otF more than conquerors. 

Trials may press of every sort, 

They may 1)6 sore, Wviy ycvvi?.\,\>c itvort; 

\\p. now believe, ^>u\. sooxv %\\«l\\ n'wnn 
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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? 

Rom. viii. 35. 

CAN any thing occur which Jesus did not 
know? Can any enemy arise for whom 
Jesus is not prepared? Did he know the end 
from the beginning ? Was he acquainted with 
all that is in us, with all that would be done by 
us, and with all that would happen to us, when 
he set his love upon us ? K he did not, can he 
be God? If he did, is it likely that he will 
allow any thing which he foresaw from eternity, 
to separate us from his love ? Beloved, there 
is nothing new to Jesus, there can be nothing 
new: therefore as he fixed his love upon us, 
knowing the very worst of us, he will not allow 
any thing to turn away his love from us. Once 
united to Christ, we remain united for ever. 
Having loved his own, he loveth them unto the 
end. We may therefore look around upon all 
that threatens us, upon all that discourages us, 
upon all that is calculated to fill us with alarm, 
and ask, " Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ ? I am persuaded, that nothing shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." Sweet truth 
this. Lord help me to take the comfort of it. 

No separation ! cheers my heart, 

And bids my fears subside ; 
My soul and Jesus cannot. \>«.v\> 

For me he Uved aivA CiVedu 



294 OCTOBER 20. 

/ imU not contend for ever, — Isa. Ivii. 16. 

AFFLICTIONS are sometimes divine conten- 
tions. If we will not obey the word, we 
shall feel the rod. Oar heavenly Father never 
makes us smart without a needs be for it. But 
sometimes our afflictions are long continued, and 
we fancy they will never be removed. Here 
therefore the Lord informs us, that he will not 
contend for ever. Nor will he contend one 
moment longer than it is necessary; but the 
child must yield, the proud spirit must bow, the 
haughty look must be brought down. If we 
were to mortify the flesh, God would not mortify 
our spirits. If we were to crucify the old man, 
God would not so try the new man. We must 
be weaned from the world. We must be made 
partakers of the afflictions of the gospel. We 
must pass through the wilderness to Canaan. 
The cross always comes before the crown, and 
the bitter before the sweet. But the wilderness 
will soon be crossed, death will soon lift the 
cross from our galled shoulder, and the spirit of 
heaviness will be exchanged for the garment of 
praise. The Lord will not contend for ever ; he 
will turn again ; he will lift us from the dust, and 
cause us to inherit the throne of glory. 

Light are the sufferings we endui'e. 

Contrasted with eternal bliss ; 
Sti-ength as the day, he does ensure, 

Until we see hiui as he ii. 
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Yet wiU he have compassion, — Lam. iii. 22. 

ARE you sorely tried ? Are you writing bitter 
things against yourself? Is the hand of 
God gone out against you ? Does he hold back 
the face of his throne, and hang a cloud upon 
it? Does he break you with breach upon 
breach? Are you ready to say, "All these 
things are against me ?^* Cheer up, the storm 
will soon cease, the dark clouds are floating 
into the distance, the sun will soon burst forth, 
even now faith may see the bow in the cloud, 
for '' though he cause grief, yet he will have 
compassion according to the multitude of his 
mercies." Even now he pities you with a 
father^s pity. He waits but the fittest time to 
manifest himself to you again. Infinite compas- 
sion reigns in his heart, even while frowns seem 
to cover his face, and the rod is seen in his hand. 
Keep fast hold of his precious promise. Wait 
in hourly expectation at his gracious throne. 
Gome to the determination of afflicted Job, 
" Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." 
But he will not slay you; he will try you, 
purify you, fit you for service, and prepare you 
for heaven ; and he will have compassion upon 
you, for his compassions fail not. 

His love is constant as the sun, 

Though clouds oft come between , 
And coiUd our faith but ploici^ \iV^c»^^ Oi<Ck\x<\-iv, 

It mJ^kt be always aceu. 



206 OCTOBER 22. 

All men should honour the Son. — John ^ 

THIS is the Father^s will, is it yours % 
Father wills that the Son should b 
oured equally with himself; and if our 
are spiritual we shall rejoice that he d 
Every soul that is taught by the Holy 
wishes to exalt, honour, and glorify Jesus 
can never exalt him high enough to satii 
We wish to praise him with warmer heai 
sweeter voices than the angels do. He d( 
to be honoured. He is God equally wi 
Father. He possesses all divine attribut 
perfections. But he humbled himself, he 
himself of no reputation, he wore the sei 
form, he died the death of a slave, a 
what ? To deliver us from the .curse of t\ 
to save us from going down into the pit, t 
us to glory, honour, and immortal life. B 
be his dear name for his wonderful love ! 
heaven and earth praise him for his aa 
grace. Throughout eternity he will be hoc 
by all his saints for what he did for thei 
stowed upon them, and secured to theii 
that we could now praise him as he des 
and render again according to that whi 
has (lone for us ! 

Wliate'cr his Father hatli, he claims; 

Jf is honours, attn\)U\.c4, a.\u\mmcs: 

JIi' spread the starry ?.V.c.% o\iTo^«\, 

And lieavcn, and caTv\\. v^v>cvi\\\\ V\^^\V^vA, 



OCTOBER 23. 207 

He will abundantly pardmi.- lasL. Iv. 7. 

JEHOVAH does every thing like himself, 
like a Grod. There is nothing of the crea- 
tures littleness or niggardliness about him. If 
he bless, he blesses indeed. If he make free, 
he makes free indeed. If he pardon, he does 
it readily, cheerfully, completely. He will 
multiply his pardons, until they go beyond the 
transgression of the returning sinner, or mourn- 
ing backslider. We are apt to think that God 
is backward to pardoh, that we must do some- 
thing to induce him; but the oj^osite of this is 
the truth. He is ready to forgive, and plen- 
teous in mercy unto adl them that call upon 
him. All he requires is, that we be convinced 
of sin, desire to be delivered from it, and make 
a frank coi^ession of it, pleading the saciifice of 
his dear Son ; and then he pardons instantly, 
according to his word : '' if we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us firom all unrighteousness." Be- 
loved, are you in a pardoned state ? or, are you 
desiring to obtain the forgiveness of your sins ? 
If so, arise and go to the Lord^s throne, confess^ 
your transgressions, plead the precious blood of 
Jesus, and he will abundantly pardon. 

My sins are many like tlie stars, 

Or sands upon the shore : 
But yet the mercies ot tn^ Caoft^ 

-Are infinitely nu>x«k. 



I 



298 OCTOBER 24. 

According to his mercy he saved us. — Tit. iii. 5. 

GOD'S mercy is the fountain of every bless- 
ing. We may trace every good thing that 
we receive or enjoy to this. But the greatest 
thing that mercy ever did, was to save sinners. 
Salvation is of the Lord. It is a work of sach 
magnitude, that no creature could ever have 
conceived it, nor could all the creatures com- 
bined have executed it. Jehovah, to display 
his wisdom, mercy, and power, determined to 
save; and to save according to mercy, which 
always pities the poor, sympathizes with the 
miserable, and confers its blessings on the un- 
worthy. If salvation was by desert, or on the 
ground of some excellency possessed, or for the 
sake of something the saved ones were to do, 
we must sit down in despair ; for what do we 
deserve, but hell ; what do we possess, but sin ; 
what can we do, that is not polluted and worth- 
less. But now salvation is according to mercy, 
the vilest may hope ; the most unworthy may 
enjoy the blessing. Mercy can give what we 
never could expect or deserve. Let us there- 
fore expect to be saved by the mercy of God, 
througli regeneration and the renewing of the 
Ildly Ghost. By grace are ye saved. 

'Tis not by works of righteousness 
"Which out ON?TV hands have done ; 

But we are aaVfli^Ji^ wiv«t%\??v ^^t^^vi 
Ahound\T\« t\\Tou^\\\»& ^xv. 
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Uphold me vnth thy free Spirit. — Ps. li. 12. 

THE Holy Spirit always works freely, and 
leads the soul into freedom. As Jesus did 
all without us, the Holy Spirit does all within 
us. We need his constant presence, power, and 
grace. Except he uphold us, we shall certainly 
fall. David had fallen, he now deeply felt his 
weakness, and therefore he prays to be upheld 
by God's free Spirit. Let this be our daily 
prayer. It will never be unsuitable. We 
should have faUen before this, if God had not 
kept us ; and we may fall any day, except we 
are upheld by an invisible arm. This day 
Satan may lay some snare for us, this day our 
evil hearts may deceive us, this day the world 
may lay some unexpected bait for us ; and if so, 
unless the Holy Spirit open our eyes, give us 
fresh supplies of grace, or hold us back by an 
invisible power, we shall disgrace our profes- 
sion, dishonour God, and wound our own con- 
sciences. Remember, Christian, you are deeply 
indebted to the Holy Spirit for your preserva- 
tion. Realize your ob^gation and dependence ; 
and while you do so, seek the constant teach- 
ing, guidance, and keeping of the blessed Com- 
forter. 

May we dally (jrow in ^ace, 
And pursue the hearenly race, 
Train'd In "wladoTO, \^\yj Vsv^ 
Till we reach ow Te«X «^»\*. 



300 OCTOBER 26. 

He JuxOi followed mefaUy. — ^Num. xiv. 24. 

THIS was God's testimony to the consistency 
of Caleb ; may we obtain an equally good 
report. To follow the Lord fully, is to follow 
him with all the heart, to follow him at all 
hazards, and to foUow him all our days. Ex- 
cept our hearts are engaged in obeying God's 
will, and imitating Christ's example ; except we 
are willing to risk every thing in God's service, 
and for Christ's honour; except we persevere in 
following the Lord below, until he calls us up 
above, we cannot be said to follow him fully. 
There must be no reserve, no halfheartedness, 
no cowardice, no seeking to please men at God's 
expense, or we do not follow the Lord lully. 
Beloved, this is the only truly happy life. This 
is the only truly useful life. This is the only 
way to secure a blessed death, and a glorious 
reward at the resurrection of the just. K we 
follow the Lord fully, some will reflect upon us, 
some will condemn us, but conscience will ap- 
prove, saints will admire, and the Lord Jesus 
will commend. Let us therefore make it our 
business to imitate the conduct of Caleb, so 
shall we inherit Caleb's blessing, even a glorious 
portion in the promised land. 

I cannot scxve the Lord and sin : 

i \T\\\st dcnCni^W^viv 
Tluni^h shavcve, yo-^to^cV, wcvii.\w,^ tvW - v^. 



OCTOBER 27. 301 

I will love theCj Lord^ my strength, — Ps. xviii. 1. 

REAL religion flows from God's love to us, 
and consists in our love to God. Our love 
is excited and drawn forth by the displays of 
God's love to us. When he pardons our sins, 
speaks peace to our consciences, conquers our 
fears, relieves our distresses, supplies our wants, 
gives us victory over our foes, and enables us to 
call him our Father, then we love him. Our 
love is sincere and hearty, supreme and abiding. 
Not but it is interrupted in its exercise, and 
sometimes appears buried under the rubbish 
of our corruptions ; but it will revive again, it 
will break forth anew. Though damped, it 
never dies: it is like its author, immortal. O 
to love God more I to enjoy his love shed 
abroad in our hearts more! The Lord was 
David's strength, deliverer, and defence; he 
had proved the Lord's power, faithfulness, and 
love; therefore he said, "I will love thee, 
Lord, my strength." Our God has been our 
strength, he is now our strength ; let us there- 
fore devoutly and earnestly pray the Holy Spirit 
to enable us to love : that so we may say, — 

Thee will I love, my strenjrth, my tower, 
Thee will I love, my joy, ray crown, 

Thee will I love with all ray power, 
In all thy works, and tUee aioTi^. 

T/iee wilJ I love till thepuYe ftx^ 

Fill my whole soul witli stvoivg ^es«vi. 



302 OCTOBEB 28. 

Now i$ Ckrui Htm from Um dead. — ^1 Cor. xt.20. 

THE resamction of JesuB shoiild fill qb wd4 
joy. It iB the proof that his aaerifieeinut 
accepted, that his foes were conqnered, thafe hii 
Father was well pleased. He was sdied as oar 
Surety, he was panished as our Sobstitote, he 
died as our RepresentatiTe, and he arose as our 
glorious Deliyerer. The resurrectimi of Jesos 
says, *' Sin is put away, righteousness is faroqg^ 
in, Satan is ddeated, death is unstung, justice is 
satisfied, the law is magnified, scziptnre is fUt- 
filled, the gates of heaven are thrown <qMn, 
God is at peace with us, eternal redemptioa is 
obtidned, and the salvation of all Gk>d*s pe(^ 
is absolutely certain.** Beloved, Jesus is liaeo, 
therefore let us rise from earth, sin, and sadnew; 
and let us set our affiBCtions on things abof«^ 
put off the old man wiUi his deeds, and re}oiee 
in God our Saviour. Jesus is risen, let us 
therefore trust in his merits, confide in his 
power, and rest on his word. He is now gone 
into heaven for us, he is there as our Advocate, 
and he ever pleads our cause before his Father, 
and against every foe. 

Christ hath the nuMom paid; 
The glorious work is done ; 
On Mm OUT help is laid ; 

By Mm OUT Vvctrj >nqu\ 
Ca7t\v\ty \a ca\.V\vcVA 
> or Jesvxs \\N(il\v, \.\xtjX.>NA% ^^-^"^ 
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A man shaU be as an hiding plaice, — Isa. xxxii. 2. 

GOD ODly provides what is necessary for us, 
but he provides aU that is necessary. The 
present world is like a bleak and cheerless 
desert, the climate is very changeable, and we 
are exposed to piercing, cutting winds. Some- 
times dangerous errors, sometimes deep afflic- 
tions, sometimes searching and soul-distressing 
trials, like violent winds, blow upon us and fill 
us with alarm and dread ; at such times a hiding 
place is necessary. Jesus, the man who is 
God^s fellow ; Jesus, who is one near to us, and 
can sympathize with us ; Jesus, who has him- 
self been exposed to all the bitter blasts of the 
wilderness; Jesus, who can give rest and safety, 
is appointed to be our hiding place. He will 
hide us from the wrath of God, the rage of hell, 
and the injurious effects of trials and troubles. 
He is presented to us, and God commands us 
to enter into him, he is near to us, and contains 
all we need. Beloved, do you see and feel your 
need of this hiding place? Do you fear to enter 
it — to trust in it? Fear not, it has received, 
sheltered, and preserved thousands such as you. 
Are you in it? If so, abide in it, nowhere else 
will you find such safety, or enjoy such reposu. 

A few more rolling suns at most, 
Will land me on fair Canaan's coast: 
Tliere I shall sing the aou^ ot g;t«A^ 
Aud see my glorious VvV^vug -^XabC*. 



304 OCTOBER 30. 

A friend of publicans and sinners. — Matt. xi. 1 9 . 

I^'HIS was said of Jesus by way of reproach, 
but it is his true glory. He is the friend 
of sinners. We needed a friend, but no one but 
Jesus could possibly perform the firiendly part. 
Our state must have been desperate witliout 
bim^ and to restore us cost him all he had. 
Never did creatures so much need a friend, 
never were there creatures who so little deserved 
a friend, and never was there such a friend as 
Jesus. He gave his person for ours, his life for 
ours; he opened the treasures of his grace to 
meet all demands that could be made upon us, 
and to supply all the wants experienced by us. 
He was our iriend on earth, he is our friend in 
heaven. He is the perfect model of friendshq>, 
we may go to him in all our troubles, ask of him 
a supply of all our wants, consult him in all our 
difficulties, trust him in all our times of trial, 
and expect him to send us all that is really 
necessary. He engaged for us in covenant, he 
died for us on Calvary, he pleads for us in 
heaven, and he will soon come and fetch us that 
we may dwell with him for ever. for grace to 
love him, trust him, and obey him as we ought 1 
O for more familiarity with him ! 

'J'he title t\\at "was meant in scorn. 

He takes and \A\\'\?.\v^«vv\vvs,\ix<c»\\\ 
And thus the guvMy a-tv^L ^w\oycv. 
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Lord^ revive thy work ! — Hab. iii. 2. 
pHRlSTIANITY is the work of God. He 
^ begins it, he carries it on, and he completes 
it in the day of Christ. It is the work of his 
own hands which he never forsakes, the work 
which is to reflect the glory of all his divine 
perfections. But this work often needs reviving. 
Our graces become weak, our evidences decline, 
our spirituality decays, and we grow cold, care- 
less, and worldly minded. Then we have no 
sweet visits, no tokens for good, no heart-affect- 
ing fellowship, no longings for glory. Our affec- 
tions fix on some earthly object, our conscience 
becomes benumbed or accuses us, our under- 
standing is bedimmed, and we sink into an un- 
healthy state. Our souls cleave to the dust, 
and all we can do is to cry, ^^ Quicken me ac- 
cording to thy word." When the Lord comes 
to revive his work, he often sends some painful 
cross, brings us down into the dust by some 
affliction, makes us see our sin, and smart for 
our folly. He convinces us, humbles us, empties 
us, and makes us feel thoroughly ashamed of 
our conduct; then he leads us to confession, 
produces contrition, speaks pardon, and smiles 
upon us again. Lord, revive thy work in me ! 

Lord, from this hour, exert thy power, 

To melt my stnbbom heart ; 
make it bleed, let peauce sa^itt.^^. 

And holy joys Impart 



306 MOYEMBER 1. 

The God of hope, — ^Rom. xv. 13. 

HOPE is one of the greatest comforts we en- 
joy, and a good hope through grace is one 
of the greatest blessings which God confers. 
We were by nature hopeless. There is nothing 
iu nature that can generate hope in the bosom 
that is really convinced of sin. Hope comes 
from Grod, centres in God, and is sustfuned by 
the word of God. Our God is the God of hope. 
He has laid a firm foundation for hope in his co- 
venant, promises, and the sacrifice of his dear Son. 
He produces hope in our hearts by the power 
and work of his Holy Spirit. He tries our hope 
by the dispensations of his providence, and the 
various trials through which he causes us to 
pass. We may hope in God, for he is good. 
We should hope in God, for he has promised. 
We must hope in God, or our foes will conquer 
us, our sins will have dominion over us, and our 
fears will be too strong for us. Beloved, do 
you view God as the God of hope? Are you 
exercising hope in him? Is your hope founded 
on his word? Does it lead you to purify your- 
self? Does it stimulate you to duty ? Devote 
you to God, and make you concerned for the 
welfare of your fellow-men ? A good hope will. 

C)ur Jesus is the God of hope, 
lie -works \i "fe^ \\\& ^v<t\\ 
It holda the v,'fcak\>e\\eNviT \xv. 



NOVEMBER 2. 307 

W/iat son is he whom the father chasteneth not ? 

Heb. xii. 7. 

EVERY believer is a son of God, and every 
one of God's sons frequently require the 
rod. God as a father is wise, prudent, and holy, 
therefore he will correct all the follies of his 
children, and make them wise unto salvation. 
God never had a child in his family who did not 
need the rod, save his only begotten Son ; and 
there never was a child of God who did not feel 
it. If we were not children, he might allow us 
to go on and punish us with the world ; but be- 
cause we are sons, he chastens us betimes. Let 
us therefore bear our chastisement with pati- 
ence, for we deserve it. Let us humble our- 
selves under it, that our Father may remove 
it. Let us be more anxious for its sanctifica- 
tion than for its removal. Let us look upon all 
our afflictions as proofs of our Father's love, as 
intended to lead us to repentance, and as calling 
for a reformation of life and manners. Better 
be chastened than disowned. Better be chas- 
tened now, than be condemned with the world 
at last. 

Lord, thy gracious work begin ; 

Now for some good token give ; 
Give me now to foel my sin : 

(rive me now my sin to leave : 
Bid me look oiv t\iee aaOi tcvoxvxxv. 
Bid me to thiue orm^ t«X\sx\\, 
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Is thy God able to ddwertheef — ^Daa. vi. 20. 

THIS was the question of an heathen monarch, 
put to a servant of the most High God. He 
did not seem to question but he would deliver 
him if he coidd. But he both could and did. 
Beloved, this question may be very often put to 
us, not only to encourage, but to reprove us. 
Let our trouble, trial, or difficulty, be what it 
may, the question meets us, " Is thy Grod able 
to deliver thee?" If so, why do you droop, 
doubt, or despond ? But, has he promised to 
deliver thee ? He has. Then your fears must 
be sinful, as they indicate unbelief and distrust. 
Until we come into some trial, from which God 
cannot deliver, or into some state to which the 
promise does not reach, we ought not to fear, but 
rather encourage a cheerful hope. Let us then 
endeavour, under our sorest trials, to remem« 
ber this great truth, our God is able to deliver 
us. He has given us his word that he will deli- 
ver us; it is impossible for him to lie or to change 
his mind. He has delivered thousands out of 
similar difficulties before, therefore we should 
tnist and not be afraid. Sinner, God can deli- 
ver thee, but no one but God can. If you seek 
hiin now, he will be found of you. 

that vftt could more faitlifiil ho 

To U\iie, OUT \A<iii^\\\?, Vm\»\\ 
Load us to Ica-vu ».t CaXv^oc^' 

ObcOLicv\ce to \.\\-3 vjv>\A\ 
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A servant of God and of ihe Lord Jesus Christ. 

James i. 1. 

BETTER be GU)(i*8 servant than a king's son. 
The apostles gloried in this character; they 
all style themselves God's servants, and rejoice 
to add that they are the servants of Jesus too. 
If God is our father, he is also our master ; if 
we are saved by Jesus, we shall rejoice to serve 
Jesus. If we are God's servants, we shall love 
our master, prefer his work, consult his will, be 
jealous of his honour, and seek to enjoy his 
approbation. If God is our master, he will ap- 
point us our work, find us supplies, correct our 
mistakes, and always keep us employed, and at 
last will reward our labour. As servants we 
should be honest, and not waste our master's 
time or property. We should be industrious, 
always at work or waiting for orders. We 
should be attentive, listening to the master's 
voice, and treasuring up his words. We should 
be kind, courteous, and obliging, to our fellow 
servants. If Jesus is our master, we have the 
best in the universe ; and if we saw things rightly, 
we should conclude that no one had a better place, 

A single eye, a faithful heart, 
}\y Jesos to thy child impart, 

In every trying hour : 
Faithless, tormenting thoughts prevent, 
StiJI keep ray eye on thee \tv\w\\.. 

Till sight my faith o'crjvoN^tT. 
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We ought to love one another, — 1 John iv. 11. 

THIS is a self-eyident truth. If we are chil- 
dren of the same family, subjects of the 
same government, travellers in the same road, 
partakers of the same hope, and are destined to 
live for ever in the same home, we ought to love 
one another. But God's great love to us is 
assigned as the principal reason why we should 
do so. God loves all his children alike. He 
gave his Son to die for every one of them. He 
sends his Spirit into all their hearts. He has 
given his exceeding great and precious promisee 
to the whole of them. He has prepared heaven, 
as the family mansion, where they are all tc 
dwell for ever. He has laid his command upon 
them, to love one another. Beloved, our lov€ 
should be as extensive as the love of God ; i\ 
should embrace all that he embraces. Wc 
never can be justified in excluding from oui 
love one whom God has included in his. Wc 
ought to love every Christian, and to love a! 
believers constantly, tenderly, and as brethren 
or even as Christ has loved us. Let us ask con- 
science this morning, Do we really and hear- 
tily love all that we have reason to believe lov( 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Heirs of the same immortal bliss. 
Out '1;vo\)o?\ a.wOL fears the same. 

In boTAvAs of pcv\ce. owt \\'itt\\.'s,\\v:\\.^„ 
\Y\tU TV^utUi\^ \ovcvv\^?0Kvc 
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Be of good comfort. — 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 

THE gospel is intended to make us happy, 
and the apostles of Jesus wished the saints 
to be happy, even when surrounded by perse- 
cutions and troubles. Beloved, our heavenly 
FEtther says to all his poor, sorrowful children, 
"Be of good comfort." The promises secure 
all good to you ; the presence of God will keep 
all real evil from you; the Saviour is always 
willing to listen to you; the fulness of grace is 
ever open to supply you ; a special providence 
watches over you ; aU the privileges of the gos- 
pel are intended for you ; and heaven with all 
its glories will soon be conferred upon you; 
therefore be of good comfort. You may be 
troubled, but you shall not be distressed. You 
may be perplexed, but you shall not sink into 
despair. You may be persecuted, but you 
shidl never be forsaken. You may be cast 
down, but you shall not be destroyed. There- 
fore be of good comfort. The covenant is 
ordered in all things and sure; the work and 
sacrifice of Jesus have met all the demands of 
law and justice ; God is at peace with you, and 
loves you; the Holy Spirit will help your in- 
firmities ; and Jesus will daily intercede for you. 

How happy is the Christian's state! 

His rins are all forpfiven ; 
A cheering ray conflrma tl\e vr^cvu^ 

And lifts his hope to Yi«kv€w. 
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The promiae of the Holy Ghost. — Acts ii. 33. 
'VrOTHlNG is so necessary for us as the Uoit 
-^^ Spirit. If dead, he will quicken ui. H 
dull, he will enliven us. If dark, he will en^ 
lighten us. If cold, he will warm us, . If 
ignorant, he will instruct us. If wavering, he 
will settle us. If in doubt, he will satisfy us. 
If in perplexity, he will direct us. If we have 
guilt m the conscience, he will purge it. If 
burdens on the mind, he will remove them. If 
questions, he will solve them. He will 4o all 
that is necessary within us, as Jesus did all that 
was required vntlumt us. This blessed Spirit is 
promised by the Father, to all who ask hira. 
He was given to Jesus for us, and he is imparted 
by Jesus to us. The promise of the Holy 
Ghost is plain; we cannot well misunderstand. 
it. It is positive, and therefore we may plead 
it with all confidence. It is to all who ask, or 
who go to Jesus that they may drink. Lord, 
fulfil this promise to us ! Give us the Spirit 
this morning, the fulness of the Spirit ; that we 
may walk in his light, act under his influence, 
and bo sealed to the day of redemption. 

Oh ! that the Comforter would come ! 

Nor visit us a transient Kuest ; 
I'ntfix in me liis constant liomc. 

And k(*ev \hi?.*^cssuu\ of my l>r(!ast ; 
And iMakc my ?^o\\\\\\sV^^•^\^\!c^*^'\vi^ 
i ho tc'/.n*^" ^'^' iv.u\\vi\\\viv". ^^'''v^A- 
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/ unU talk of Uiy doi'ngs, — Ps. Ixxvii. 12. 

PROFITABLE conversation is not common. 
Professors appear prepared to talk of any 
thing, rather than of what they ought. How 
many talk of preachers, absent persons, and 
great societies, who seldom talk of God. This 
shows a buren state of soul, for out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 
If in the heart there be an abundance of 
worldly subjects, or carnal projects, our con- 
versation will be worldly and carnal. But, if 
in the heart there be an abundance of truth and 
grace, then our conversation will savour of the 
truth, and be seasoned with grace. Beloved, 
let us talk of God's doings. Look at what he 
has done in nature, and talk of every thing that 
meets the eye as the production of your hea- 
venly Father. Look at what he has done and 
is doing in providence, and talk of past, and 
passing events, as if you saw God in them, 
working, directing, and controling them. Look 
at the mighty work of redemption, and talk of 
all its wonders; it occupies the minds and 
tongues of angels, and surely it ought to em- 
ploy ours. Look at the work of grace in tlio 
world around, in the church, or in your heart, 
and talk of his doings. 

Talk of fi-ee and fall salvation ; 

Spread the Saviouv'ataiuvi vCtycQvx^^ 
Till 'tis known in cvcty nwVvow. 

Great i» your vcwvltA v<\X.\\ ^vi»\. -' 
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Wlio went about doing good, — ^Acts x. 36. 

SUCH was the conduet of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, when he was in our world. Hib 
heart was full of compassion for soffeiing huma- 
nity. He felt a deep concern for the wel£Eu:e of 
men. He sought thus to honoui!' the Eather, 
who had sent him. And thus he confirmed his 
doctrine and mission. He did good, only good. 
He preached the gospel. He instructed the 
ignorant. He visited the sick. He fed the 
hungry. He relieved the poor. He healed aD 
manner of diseases. He wrought out a righte- 
ousness for his people. He went about doing 
good. His diligence was remarkahle. He de- 
lighted to confer favours, impart hlessings, and 
make all about him happy. He did not stay for 
an application, he went without being requested. 
He was not above visiting the meanest person, 
or the poorest dwelling. He went about the 
cities, towns, and villages, but it was always 
doing good. Thus he showed the tendency of 
his gospel. He set forth the design of his in- 
carnation. He brought sinners to repentance. 
He set us an example. Beloved, do you ad- 
mire the conduct of Jesus ? Are you prepared 
to imitate it? Do you mourn that you have not? 

gracious Saviour, let us be 

In tempcT moxc (toxvfe\m<i,d to thee ; 

And w\th\)eii\gn.\ty AVj\-Re, 

Let our whole Vwea \-cwiU\\i\\i ^2l^^^^.O. 
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How short my time is! — Ps. Ixxxix. 47. 

THEN it should be well improved. Not an 
hour should be lost. The brevity of tinie 
shows its value. The view of time as introduc- 
tory to eternity, makes It all-important. If our 
time is short, we ought to secure an interest in 
Christ at once, not delaying one moment. If 
our time is short, we ought to profess Christ 
immediately, if we have not. If our time is so 
short, we ought to work for God, and the good 
of the world we inhabit, while we can, for our 
opportunity of doing so will have soon passed 
away. Lord, remember how short my time is, 
and give me special grace, heavenly wisdom, and 
real prudence, that I may buy up the opportu- 
nity, because the days are evil. My soul, re- 
member how short thy time is, and trifle no 
more, loiter no more, procrastinate no longer ; 
but put thy hand to the plough, keep thy hand 
on the plough, and work while the day lasts. 
The night cometh. Working time will soon be 
over. to make the most of a short day ! 
to turn the little time that is left to the best 
account 1 Beloved, what are you doing? How 
are you living? Are you affected with a sense of 
the shortness of time and the uncertainty of life? 

This sole occasion then Is ours, 
This day we no^er a{i;aiu t&«W ^a^\ 

O God, awaken all out -^'^^'^ 
To spend It foT ete,Yn\X.>5\ 
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God is the stretigtk of my heart, — ^Ps. IxxiiL 26. 

GOD in covenant—God in Christ — ^is the" b4- 
liever's rock. The rock on which he 
builds his hopes, where he secureff his trea- 
sures, where he finds s&fety, and on which he 
stands unmoved and firm, amidst storms and 
tempests. God is the strength, or strengthener 
of his heart ; which he does by the promises he 
has given, the prospects which he unfolds, thfe 
foretastes of glory which he imparts, and by the 
exercise of the graces which he produces. Apart 
from God, the Christian is weakness itself; in 
union with God, he is stronger than all his foes. 
If God is the strength of our hearts, we exer- 
cise confidence in him, renounce all dependence 
on any besides him, and go in all our weak- 
nesses to him. If God is our strength, we can 
have no ground for fear, no occasion to doubt, 
no reason to look into the future with forebod- 
ing. If God is our strength, he will never fail 
us, Satan will never overcome us, the world will 
never conquer us, nor will any of the billows of 
affliction overwhelm us. to realize that God 
is our strength, the rock and refuge of our souls! 

Then let mc on his care rely, 
He is a God for ever nigh, 

To guavd me "Vi^ ^vv% \>o\Mer ; 
Though heart, auv\\\vis\\, vwvX lx\cv\<X^ 's5'\Q,>iJv>\ ^vvU, 
While Rlroi^K m O^K\vjc\wMi\.V^v.Nv\\\, 

lu tlic must VY^vu\^\^-^\^^- 
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God ia lave. — 1 John iv. 8. 

THIS is a most beaatiful representation of the 
Most High ; and what is best of all, it is his 
own representation. God is sometimes angry, but 
he is always love. The opposite of love is not 
;in him, nor could ever be displayed by him. His 
love 18 a perfection; it appears in all he does, in 
all he says ; it is the leading feature of his cha- 
racter. If God is love, surely we shall not trem- 
Me and fear before him. Can love harm us ? 
,Can love spurn us from his tlirone? Can love 
refuse us any really good thing? It is impos- 
sible. If God is love, let us expect all good 
things from him. He will give them. He will 
give them readily. He wiU give them as often 
as we need them. God is love, or else he had 
.never entered into covenant to secure our sal- 
Fation* God is love, or else he had not given 
fis his exceeding great and precious promises. 
Qod ia love, or else he had not sent his own 
dear Son to suffer and die for us. God is 
J love, or else he would not have given us his 
, Jloly Spirit. God is love to every penitent sin- 
, ner, to every returning backslider, to every tried 
and tempted believer. Better than this he can- 
not be ; worse than this, he will not be. 

Te doubting sonla, who fhll of fean, 

Tho ways of God approve; 
Plnniai your guilty fe&n «xvQi ^tcvc^ ^ 

Believe that God \ft\ovt. 
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He shall preserve thy soul, — Fb. cxxi. 7. 
VrO being in creation needs such close and 
-i-^ constant keeping as a saint. If God was 
not our keeper, we could never arrive safe in 
heaven. Our foes are so powerful ; our moral 
maladies so numerous; our danger so great; 
our depravity so deep. to keep this £m^ 
daily before the mind, that we may evermore 
cry unto the Lord to keep us 1 He has promised 
to do so, but he will have us plead with him, 
and daily cry unto him. We are never out of 
danger, while we are out of heaven. If we are 
healthy this morning, we may be diseased be- 
fore night. If we are sound in the faith to-day, 
we may be led away by some pernicious error 
to-morrow. If we are walking at liberty now, 
we may be entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage before long. How kind, how gra- 
cious then, for our Lord to undertake to keep, 
and to promise to preserve our souls. He am, 
as he has promised ; if we call upon him, he unll. 
Let us therefore, this day, feel that we are in 
danger, that we need an omnipotent preserver, 
that the Lord preserves through fellowship with 
himself, and let us endeavour to walk closely 
with God. This will deepen our spirituality. 

The word of God continues sure. 
On ^v\l\c\\ Tt\y Vov^i \^ ev\^\.\ 

Till cvcvy s\oTw\\s\v^^'^- 
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The desire of all naUans shall come, — Hag. ii. 7. 

THKRE is a desire in every human bosom for 
something which it has not got, and that 
something is only to be fomid in Christ. It is 
a universal craving after an unknown good. 
Perhaps there have always been some in all the 
nations, who have been really desiring the Lord 
Jesus^ However, wherever he is known he is 
desired. AU nations have desired him, or will 
de6Ju*e him. He possesses all they need. He 
only can make them happy. They want all he 
iliws, for less would not meet their case. He 
came once and laid a solid foundation for hope, 
he will come again and satisfy the desire of all 
who love his appearing. He will then be mani- 
festly the desire of all nations, for '^ all kings 
shall fall down before him, all nations shall serve 
l^m." '' AJl the earth shall worship thee, and 
shall sing unto thee;. they shall sing to thy 
name.*' He will come and fill the earth with 
i^s knowledge, and perform the ancient predic- 
tion, " The whole earth shall be filled with my 
glory.*' May our desires centre in Jesus now. 
May his truth be our treasure; his love our 
Relight ; his salvation our theme ; his glory our 
aim ; and his presence our heaven. 

Let carnal minds for pleasure strive 

And after wealtli aspire; 
Cur choice is made, out \i^Tta «c^ ^^'<\^ 

For Christ is out Olcsltfe. 
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He led them on safely. — ^Pb. Ixzyiii. -68. 
A ND yet people were never in greater dangtti 
^^ Egypt was enraged at them, Fharoah waA 
determined to bring them back, the aea rolled' 
in majesty before them, and rocks and momi- 
tains seemed to enclose and shut them Br^ 
But when God leads, difficulties vaniali, and 
dangers are all overcome. The ses retires;. 
Israel passes over, and the Egyptian's pur- 
sue; the one company is landed safe en tibe 
opposite side, and the other drowned in the 
deep. He led them on safely out of Bgyptt 
and they were equally safe in the wiMeroels. 
Nothing could harm them but sin, if they had' 
been willing simply to follow the Lord's guid- 
ance, to believe the Lord^s word, and to tmsl' 
in the Lord's providence, every one of them 
must have arrived safely in Canaan. Beloved^ 
we have the same leader. Jesus who was with 
the church in the wilderness, is given to be a 
Leader to us, and he will lead us on safely. 
He knows the way, he remembers our frames, 
he has provided for our wants, he has promised 
us all we need, and he only wishes us to believe 
bis word, trust his power, and follow him in 
obedience and love. 

Lead us on, Almighty victor, 
Scalier excrj \\osUle bund; 
Be ouY guVdo asvOi owe \>\c\\.t<i\m 
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Thy name is at ointmeni poured forth, — Song i. 3. 

Tfi£ taaxne of Jesas is incomparably sweet and 
piecions. There is no name in heaven like 
his; 'it is above every name. It perfumes hea- 
ven- abote, and the church below. Its fragrance 
iar«neqiialled. We are never weary of it, and 
innomae shall foe. It comprises all we need; 
it^ obntauu all we desire. Having Christ we 
have aU things. He is Christ, or God^s anoint- 
ed;;: ooDseerated to be a Priest perpetually; 
flukiitified to be God's prophet and apostle; 
qlialbS^ed to be God's king, to reign on his holy 
hiH of-ZioB. He is Jesns, God's Saviour, by 
hHmhi^ €k>d saves sinners, millions of sinners, 
tliff -f^st sinners. He is Lord, all power in 
besven and on earth is given to him. He is 
supreme^ or head over all. He is the Lord 
JfbsQS Christ. Here is all God can give us. 
AIB we can require or enjoy. When the Holy 
Spirit opens up the meaning of his precious 
na^me, and gives us to realize our interest in it, it 
deea appear divinely sweet and glorious. Pre- 
dons name I May I know it more fully, enjoy 
it moTO powerfully, publish it more effectually, 
aiod praise it more frequently. Name of Jesus, 
be thou my solace, my subject, and my song. 

I'll speak the honours of thy name, 

With my last labouring breath ; 
And dying, eJasp thee in tn^ am\^ 

Tlw Hntidote of doatU. 
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Not as I wUly but as ikou toilL — Matt. xxvi. 39. 

SO said Jesus, when in his agony in the gar* 
den. His sufferings were tremendous, he 
appears to have apprehended immediate deaths 
he was overwhelmed, he cried, " If it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me :*' but his resignation, 
his unqualified acquiescence in his Father^s will, 
immediately appears, for he adds, '^Neverthe- 
less, not as I will, but as thou wilt.** O for 
such meekness! for such entire resignation 
to Grod's will ! No one ever suffered like Jesus. 
He suffered immediately from the hand of Qtadf 
the stroke bruised and mangled him, yet he 
kisses the hand that strikes. He feels himself 
sinking in deep waters, pressed down by the 
wrath of God, yet he acquiesces. His pains 
were agonizing, yet he was willing to endure 
them for us. Blessed Redeemer, what love 
was thine! What infinite, unparrelled mercy I 
Beloved, if troubles burden us, if sorrows press 
UR, if pain tortures us, if friends forsake us, if 
our hearts feel ready to fail us, let us repair to 
Gethscmane, let us take a place by the side of 
the suffering Son of God, let us compare our 
sorrows with his, and let us endeavour to say, 
" Not as 1 will, but as thou wilt." 

Omih', ye saints, behold and wonder: 
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In me 18 thine help. — Hos. xiii. 9. 

DESTRUCTION is of men, salvation is wholly 
of God. We have destroyed ourselves, 
bat Gk)d has become our Saviour. As sinners, 
he saves us absolutely; as believers, he helps us 
in all our duties, and out of all troubles. If 
God is our help, it will be sufficient ; it will be 
prudently afforded ; it will be suitably conveyed; 
and we shall always feel our need of it, before 
we enjoy it. Our help is in God, in God alone, 
therefore let us not look to creatures ; let us not 
t^UBt in ourselves ; but let us repair to the Lord 
in every difficulty, trial, and trouble. The Lord 
has helped us in time past, he never was more 
disposed to help us than he is now, and he will 
help us to the end of our journey. His help 
sustains us, when it does not deliver us; it en- 
ables US to hold on, when it does not bring us 
Oat of our troubles. thou help of Israel, help 
us this day! Help us to resist Satan, to over- 
come the world, to crucify the old man, to put 
on the new man, to do thy blessed will, to glorify 
thy holy name, and to walk with thee in peace. 
Beloved, let us not droop or despond, but let us 
cry unto God for help, and expect him to make 
his strength perfect in our weakness. 

In me, Lord, exert thy power, 

Make old things pass away; 
Transform and draw my ao^Xft \!tvc^ 

atill nearer every day. 
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Jesus the mediaiar of the new oovauaiL 
Heb. xii. 24. 

THE mediator of the old coyenant was Moses, 
he could officiate, but could not answer or 
be responsible for the people. The mediator of 
the new covenant is Jesus, he appears before 
God for US) and before us for God. He under- 
takes for us with God, and he deals with God 
for us. He is able to do so, for he is divine; he 
is suited to do so, for he is human. Other 
mediator we need not, and other mediator there 
is none; for " there is one God, and one media- 
tor between Grod and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.'' And it would be quite as consistent to 
speak of two Gods, as of two mediators. If other 
were necessary, Jesus could not be sufficient ; 
and if Jesus were not sufficient, no other could 
possibly be. But Jesus is enough, he has to 
present to God for us, all that he can possibly 
require; and he has to present to us from Qodj 
all that we can consistently desire. He is al- 
ways before the throne. He is always interced- 
ing for us. Therefore we need not fear, but 
should go boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help us 
in eveiy time of need. 

Touclrd witli a feeling of our woes, 

Out Mci\U\\.cvY vvVaxwX*". 
All ouY \u\\v\a\\Vvos\\mV.w«nn'?s 

Our so\\\* vvYc \\\\\\*\\.vv^*>\"«»- 
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I (xm merciful^ saith ihe Lord, — Jer. iii. 12. 

THIS is the encouragement given to back- 
sliders to retom. They are invited and 
exhorted to come back, and lest guilt should 
discourage them, Satan tempt them, or their 
hearts misgive them, and they conclude, '^ It is 
of no use," God says, " Return, for I am mer- 
'ciftd." Our merciful God will glorify his mercy 
in our experience. He will pardon our sins; 
break our hearts with a sense of his love ; hum- 
i>Ie us in the dust before his throne ; make us 
lOBtiie Ourselyes on account of our iniquities ; 
restore imto us the joy of his salvation, and give 
tlB peace. Backslider, thy God caUs thee to 
come back. Do not hesitate or be afraid, for 
he is merciful. He will lovingly receive you. 
He will readily pardon you. He will rejoice 
over you, as the shepherd over the sheep lie 
\ad lost ; or the parent over the prodigal, who 
^as returned to his forsaken home. Take with 
jou words and return unto the Lord without 
delay. And let us all take encouragement from 
tihis fact, and come to the Lord this day for all 
Wd want. He is merciful, and therefore he will 
receiye us, listen to us, and confer blessings 
upon us. He even delighteth in mercy. 

Return^ ye wandering souls, return : 

The Lord your misery knows. 
Uis mercy ever Is tVie ft&mvi— 

A balin for aU youx vcvics* 
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Thou huit loved Iheniy as thou hcut loved me, 
John xvii. 23. 

THUS pleaded Jesus with his Father, whes 
praying for the perfect nnion of his church. 
How tnily wonderful ! The Father loves Jesus. 
He ever loved him. He ever will love him. 
Because he loved him he gave all things into 
his hands, showed him all things which himself 
did, and glorified him with himself. God loves 
us because he loved Jesus, who is our head and 
representative. He loves us as he loves Jesus: 
not equally, but similarly. His love to us was 
eternal, tender, and unchangeable ; as his love 
to Jesus was. He loves us as his children, as 
being his image. He loves us, and therefore 
he bestows grace, gifts, and glory upon us. He 
loves us, and therefore he assists us, accepts us, 
and will reward us by and by. Beloved, if God 
thus love us, it calls upon us to be patient under 
all his dcaUiigs, even as Jesus was patient ; the 
very thought should impart comfort under ail 
our trials, toils, and sorrows ; and we ought to 
exercise confidence in God at all seasons ; for 
what can he deny us, if he love us as he does his 
only begotten Son. He ever did love us freely, 
and nothing shall ever alienate his love from uh. 

Although the Lord of earth and sky 

Knew what we all shduld prove, 
He (»n the Saviour kej)! hU eye, 

Aiid rcrAcd in lus love. 
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Ye cannot do the things thai ye would. 
Gal. V. 17. 

HUMBLING consideration this ! But depra- 
vity has weakened, as well as perverted 
all our powers. Once we had no will to do 
good ; now we have the wiU, but often want the 
power. The flesh lusts, and strives against the 
spirit; Satan assists the flesh in the conflict, 
therefore we are often foiled, and fail to accom- 
plish our object. We would abstain from all 
sin, but we cannot. We would bring every 
sinner we know to Jesus, but we cannot. We 
would daily repent, always believe, and invari- 
ably love, but we cannot. This is our infirmity, 
but, as it was produced by sin, it ought to be 
our grief. It is a mercy to have the will, for, 
if we have the will now, we shall have the 
power by and by. Our weakness ought not to 
discourage us ; nor ought we ever to plead our 
feebleness as an excuse for the neglect of, or 
£Eulure in duty. But we ought to cleave the 
more closely to Jesus, pray the more earnestly 
for the power of the Holy Spirit, mourn over 
our shortcomings before God, and long for the 
time when we shall be able and willing to do 
every thing which God requires of us. 

Loi-d, assist me through the fight, 

My drooping fipirit raise ; 
Make me triumphant in thy might, 

And thine sliall he tlio pruisu 



328 MOYEMBER 23. 

Th<m hast vorought aU owr works in w, 
Isa. xxvi. 12. 

ALL that is really good comes from God. 
If we have a good desire, God produced it ; 
if we have a good hope, Grod gave it ; if we 
have a good work, God wrought it. It is 
God that worketh in us to vnll and to i^ of his 
own good pleasure. What then have we to be 
proud of? What ground have we to boast? 
Surely of all creatures, believers ought to be the 
most humble. They are clothed with another's 
robe ; they live upon another's bread ; they 
dwell in another's house; they are guided by 
another's hand ; they work in another's strength; 
and if they would obtain any good thing from 
God, they must go in another's name. Real re- 
ligion is altogether divine. God is its author, 
and the glory of God is its end. This should 
not make us despond, but it should make us de- 
pendent. It should not cast us down, but it 
should fill us with gratitude. We as much need 
the constant work of the Holy Spirit within us, 
as we need the constant mtercession of Jesus 
for us. Let us therefore ascribe all the good 
that is within us, or that is done by us, to God 
as its proper author. Good and gracious God I — 

Thou all our works in us hast wrought; 

Our pood is all divine ; 
The praise of every holy thought 

And righteou-s work i;i thine. 
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/ uiiU ftot let thee go, except thou bless me. 
Gen. xxxii. 26. 

IMMINENT danger made Jacob importunate, 
.. he wrestled, or wept and made supplication, 
mitil he prevaiied. He wanted a blessing. He 
96u^t tJie Uessing. He could not be satisfied 
without the blessing. He obtained the bless- 
ing. Here is our example. God is never back- 
ward to give, but he will try our sincerity. He 
will ptove if we are really in earnest. He will 
hftve us persevere in prayer, and then he will 
grant cor request. Jacob's name was changed, 
hfi was no longer to be called Jacob, or a sup- 
planter; font Israel, a mighty prince. This was 
his memorial. It was a token of approbation. 
It was a mark of honour. Beloved, is there not 
some blessing that we need, for ourselves, our 
fMiulies, or others? Is the blessing promised^ 
oirls God in the habit of bestowing it ? If so, 
let ns seek it. Let us go to God first as Jacob 
^, let us wrestle as he did, and we shall pre- 
vail as he did, for our God is the same, and we 
have greater encouragement than Jacob had. 
True prayer will perform wonders. The fervent 
e^ectual prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. Hence one has stiid, — 

I found to my experience ftlad. 

That in the wrestling; way, 
The God of Jacob never Kiid 

The seed of Israel nay. 
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Redeeming the time, — ^Ephes. v. 16. 

TIME is short, and our continuance here is very 
uncertain. We have a work to perfomi, 
and we should attend to it at once. We have 
blessings to secure, and we should never rest 
until we possess them. But the apostle has his 
eye on usefulness. He refers to opportunities 
for doing good, which in persecuting times and 
under heathen governors, were comparatively 
few. He says therefore, " Buy up the oppor- 
tunity." It may cost much, but buy it. Pur- 
chase it for God^s work, then consecrate it to 
God's service. Use it to Grod's glory. There 
will be many temptations to let it slip, or to 
waste it, but improve it for important purposes. 
Use time, so that you can reflect upon it with 
pleasure. Use it, as an introduction to, and 
preparation for, eternity. Use it as you will 
wish you had, when you come upon your dying 
pillow. Brethren, the time is short. Our oppor- 
tunities for doing good are fast passing away. 
The grave will soon close upon us, and eternity 
reveal all it wonders. Unless we work now, we 
never can, for tlie night cometh. Let us there- 
fore redeem the time, and let us approach our 
God, saying, — 

ThJW\\vsfoT TcvcTcvc?. ^^st receive, 
Pardon oi o\w s,\w^\cw5i\\\ 
Teach \\s\\cwcd'^TW\\\Q\N V.'*^*^^ 
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I wHl restore comforts unto him, — ^Isa. Ivii. 18. 

TinflS precious promise refers to backsliders. 
To those who have gone on frowardly in 
tlie way of their hearts. We sin away our com- 
f6rts, and then none but God can restore them, 
fjrrace makes us happy, when it pardons our 
^ins, renews our natures, reveals the Saviour, 
removes our guilt, and unfolds the gracious cha- 
racter of Grod. Then we joy in God, through 
ottr Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we receive the 
atonement. Sin makes us miserable, as it leads 
tis from God, blots out our evidences, blinds our 
minds, pollutes our consciences, brings us into 
bondage, and obscures our prospects. Often 
\yhen sin has been indulged, our hearts become 
hard, our consciences benumbed, our tempers 
irritable, and our conduct perverse. Then we 
become miserable. Every thing goes wrong. 
No one acts right. We rise up in rebellion 
against God. Prayer is irksome, and obtains 
no blessing from God. Praise is a task. Ordi- 
iknces are unsavoury. The Bible is uninterest- 
ing. Our course folly. But God 'will arrest us, 
convict us, make us smart, thoroughly humble 
xii, and then he will restore comforts unto us, 
and to them that moum for us. 

Jesus, for Ids ovra mercy's sake, 
My wandcrlnpf sonl restOTCR; 
He Wds my moumlnj; hc&Tt x»ax\^fe 
T/k* panlon it implorea. 
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/ will go unto God my exceeding joy, 
Ps. xliii. 4. 

THE presence of Grod is terrible to the sinner, 
but it is the joy and delight of the saint. 
When our minds are renewed, when onr hearts 
are regenerated, when we behold the ^ory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ, he becomes out 
exceeding joy. Then we see the beauty of his 
perfections, the excellency of his character, and 
the glory of his salvation. We perceive that 
he is at peace with us, that his heart glows with 
love to us, that he rejoices to confer £Eivonrs 
upon us, and that he will withhold no good thxfig 
from us. The pardon he imparts, the righteous- 
ness he bestows, the peace he confers, and the 
prospects he unfolds, unite to fill our hearts 
with love to him, and cause our hearts to over- 
flow with joy. He is seen to be the source of 
all real good, the centre of aU that is amiable 
and excellent, and we rejoice in him with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. Beloved, is God 
your joy, your exceeding joy? Can you go to 
him as such, and ask him to make you happy 
in his love ? In all times of gloom, in all seasons 
of sorrow, in all circumstances of trial, let us 
bear in n ind that our God is our exceeding joy . 

lie 8\\\t\cs, axv^l am all delight, 

lie \\U\C9, a-M «\\\%\>v>\t\\ 
When v>\\\ \\v. ^K TV\Ci VsvVVs. A?S\"W 

And vvis'oY Oivivvccx. \\\ftv\Ycu 
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To he with Christ is far better.— ¥\ni. i. 23. 

THE presence of Chmt here, is our chief joy, 
but we only enjoy it occasionally, and for a 
short season. Something soon interferes and 
(disturbs our enjoyment, but in heaven we shall 
^joy his face continually. We all acknowledge 
^hat to be with Christ in glory, is far better than 
to be toiling, sorrowing, and conflicting here be- 
low ; but when we think of departing, the doubt 
creeps over the mind, and the suggestion is 
^hrowa in, " If you should find yourself mis- 
taken. If you should have been deceived. If 
instead of ascending to heaven, you should be 
thrust down to hell." This is painful, because 
there is generally a disposition to encourage 
^Bar, yield to gloom, and indulge suspicion. 
But can the word of God fail? Can the God 
joi truth lie ? It is impossible ! And is it not 
0aid, *' He that believeth shall be saved ?" Do we 
not believe ? Have we not renounced every thing 
within us, and without us, to trust to the Lord 
Jesus Christ alone? How then can we be de- 
ceived? Let us resist Satan. Let us reject 
such insinuations. Let us encourage hope, and 
look forward to death as simply a departing 
to be with Christ; which is far better. 

Where Jesos dwells my soul would be, 
I long my much-lov'd Lord to see ; 
Earth twine no more aboot lo^ \x«kc\.\ 
For 'tis fiir better to dei^tirt. 
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Remember how he spake unto you, 
Luke xxiv. 6. 

SO said the angels to the women at the septif- 
chre, on the resurrection mommg: and tito 
words are applicable to us, for we acre aptt io 
foi^et his words. The words of Jesus ovghttO 
liave the best place in our memories, oa lacooiiBt 
of their intrinsic value, no words like the wocAs 
of Jesus, which exhibit the nature, wiH^ \Uifl, 
promises of God. On account of their reradff , 
they are truth, the truth itself. On aooount^^f 
their suitability to check sin, control feacs^ pro- 
duce confidence, inspire with gratitude, and fill 
U8 with love. Also on account of the Ufe 
they will be to us in our daily trials, on the bed 
of sickness, and at the hour of death. Let us 
treasure up the words of Jesus carefoUj, dili- 
gently, and with much prayer. The word of JesQs 
should be remembered, to direct our way, to rule 
our expectations, to comfort our hearts, to an- 
swer our enemies, to regulate our zeal, to feed and 
support our faith, and to inflame our love. Are 
our memories stored with Ghrist^s words ? Do 
we meditate upon them ? Do we walk by them? 
Remember how he spake against sin, to the 
sinner, and on behalf ojfhdlmess, 

may these heavenly pages be 

My ever d«ai Ci^W^^U 
And still nev \>ca\x\As« xcvo^ \w» 
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Who can teUt — Jonah iiL 9. 
METIMES we have only a possibility to en- 
eonrage us, but then we should persevere, if 
object is important ? Sometimes we have a 
ability, and this should stimulate us more.; 
ia many instances we have a certainty, as 
n Gt>d has given us his word. We may apply 
question to many subjects, for our profit, as, 

> can tell the extent of the Saviour's merit ? 

> can tell the beginning of the Spirit's work ? 

> ean tell what will be the issue of any pro- 
nee? Who can tell the depth of God's 
jy? — ^the lunit of God's patience? — ^the do- 
I of God's grace ?-*or the means which God 
honour? No one should despair, for God 
VBj his wisdom is infinite, and his power is 
[potent: Gtod has said, ^^Corne unto me," 
ceive from me," "Rest in me:" Grod has 
ight strangely, wondrously, wisely, sove- 
dy. Every one should work, for who can 
rhat instrument Qtod will employ ? Every 
:er should expect, for who can tell what a 
of love will crown ? All should persevere 
lope to the end, fur even Nineveh was spared. 

nien let as not despond. 

Inquiring, ** Who can tell?" 
For in tlieiacred word. 

The question's answered well : 
That all vrbo come to C\»!^ iKi»)X\^ 
Saved now, axiA. \;kuco\i^ ^\atg2^^ . 
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Thou art my hope in the day <^ eoil, 

Jer. xvii. 17. s 

EVIL days will come, and they always try thb 
basil of onr hope. If we are hoping in any 
thing within us, in any thing done by ua, or in 
any creature connected with us, our hope will 
give way in the evil day. We may have to pass 
through days of affliction, temptation, poverty, 
bereavement, persecution, comparative useless- 
ness, old age, and death, and all these are called 
evil days. Remember the days of darkness, for 
they shall be many. But every believer has 
God for his hope. He can say, I will hope be- 
cause of the promises made, exactly suited to 
evil days; the character in which God is re- 
vealed, calculated to inspire with courage and 
comfort ; the perfections which Grod possesses, 
even mercy, patience, and power ; and because 
of the medium he has opened for the convey- 
ance of his blessings, even Jesus his beloved 
Son. I will hope for patience, to quiet me ; for 
strength, to support me ; for blessings, to supply 
me ; for success, to crown me ; and for deliver- 
ance, to fill me with joy. Nothing out of God 
is sufficient to produce, sustain, or answer a 
Christian's hope. 

Wc trust upon tlie sucred word, 
Tlie oath and proniise of the Lord, 
And sjifcly throu^jli eac-li tempest &iii, 
Tlic Cliiibtiiin's liope can never fail. 
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A remncmt shall be saved. — ^Rom. ix. 27. 

THIS appears to have been God's purpose in 
all past times, there always have been a 
remnant, and never more than a remnant. A 
few out of many, a comparatively small number. 
Not s^)arated or saved, because they were the 
best, but many of them taken from among the 
worst. Distinguished by the choice of God, 
who purchased them by the blood of his Son. 
There \b now a remnant according to the elec- 
tion of. grace, and the whole remnant shall be 
saved from Satan, sin, and wrath. They shall 
be saved, for the purpose is passed, the provision 
is made, the promise is given, the Saviour has 
appeared, the Spirit is sent, and the good news 
of salvation is proclaimed. Do we belong to 
this remnant? If so, Christ is precious to us. 
We are but strangers and pilgrims upon the 
earth. We often think of and speak for God, 
We are a praying people. We mourn over sin, 
and from sympathy with God. We are a holy 
people, and would rather suffer than sin. We 
cannot live without fellowship with God, or rest 
in any present attainments. These are some of 
the characteristics of God's remnant, do we 
possess them? 

Jesus, to thee we now would fly, 
And on tliy precious blood rely; '** 

Find, through the conduct of thy grace. 
That we're ainuug the chosen race. 
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The revdatwn of Jesus Christ. — 1 Pet. i. 13. 

THE Lord Jesus is revealed in the word ; &e 
once appeared in oar world; he is nude 
known in the believer^s heart ; and he win fioon 
be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, talung 
vengeance on them that know not Ghxl,. and 
glorifying himself in his own people on tlu9 
earth. When he comes he will bring grace with 
liim for his beloved ones. At his first comilig 
lie brought grace to sanctify us, at his second 
coming he will bring grace to glorify ns. Then 
he will raise and restore our bodies, making 
them like unto his own glorious body. He will 
publicly absolve our persons from aU chaigei^ 
and justify us for ever in his own righteousness. 
He will commend his people who have laboured 
in his cause, and say, " Well done, good and 
faithful servant.*' He will invite his whole 
church to take possession of their eternal inherii- 
tance, saying, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world." He will place xm in 
circumstances of the highest honour and happi- 
ness for ever. This is called grace, as it ex- 
cludes all ideas of merit ; and to show the iden- 
tity of grace and glory. 

glorious hope I if Jesas be 

Our Saviour and our friend, 
For we sliall tlicn be witli our Lord, 

III juyn that never end. 
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Will ye also be his disciples f — John ix. 27. 

JEStrS has always had some disciples, he has 
, some now, are 70a among them? Will you 
5k his disciple? His resources are bomidless; 
his beneficence is miparelled; his wisdom is 
infinite ; his disposition is loving and gentle ; 
nis honours are high and eternal. What say 
yon, will you be his disciple? K so, you must 
surrender all to him. You must be ready to 
fmffer for him. You must be willing to embrace 
the doctrines he taught, to submit to the pre- 
cepts he inculcated, to imitate the example he 
Bet, a^d to observe the institutions which he has 
appointed. Will you be his disciple? Consider, 
they are in general poor, despised of men, and 
often deeply afflicted : and if you join them, you 
jnust forsake your follies, your sinful compa- 
:qions, and your carnal pleasures. You must 
]publicly profess faith in Christ, and miite with 
his people. You must attend on his ordinances 
'and support his cause. Will ye be his disciples? 
l^ey are happy, holy, and ssie. The profession 
IS honourable and will end gloriously. If you 
will not profess him, can you expect to be saved 
by him? 

JeBiia, grant me thy salvation. 

Let me now thy glories see : 
In thy chorch appoint my station, 

1 would thy disciple be; 
Send thy Spirit, 

To conform my soul to titce. 
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To every man his uTorib.— Mark xiii. 3-L 

THE Lord Jesus is gone home to his Father 
for a time ; he has assigned every believer 
his place in the world, and in the church ; he 
has appointed to each one his work, for he never 
intended that a saint should be idle, or live and 
labour for himself. Jesus is our master, as such 
he is present with us, has power over us, is gen- 
erous to us, but is nevertheless jealous of us. 
We are his servants, he engaged us to serve him, 
he supports us while employed by him, he di-* 
rects us in all our efforts to serve him, and he 
holds us accountable for our time, and our ta- 
lents. There is work for every one of us, for 
some in the school with the young ; for some in 
the world with the unconverted ; and for some 
in the church with the saints. He expects that 
every one of us will be employed ; this will pre- 
vent many evils, which result from idleness, to 
ourselves and others. This wLQ secure much 
good, as it will exercise our graces, spread the 
truth, bring souls to the Saviour, and prevent 
backslidmg. Beloved, that we may work we have 
talents given to us, opportunities afforded us, 
motives presented to us, pleasure is associated 
with employment, and a reward is promised us. 

Not words alone it cost the Lord, 
To pvvi"c\\ase vvvt*\o\\ ^ox Xvvs. viww. 
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Pul ye on (he Lord Jesus Christ, — Rom. xiii. 14. 
'pO put on Christ, there must be faith in Christ, 
A submission to Christ, the profession of Christ, 
conformity to Christ, a practical imitation of 
Christ, and an appropriating of Christ in all his 
offices and characters. What clothing is to the 
body, that Christ is to be to the soul — its cover- 
ing, comfort, and protection. To put on Christ, 
we must put off every thing tliat is opposed to 
Christ, even the old man with his deeds. Christ 
ought to be seen in his people, as the clothing is 
seen on the person. A consistent Christian, is 
Christ made visible. Christ should be so put 
on, as never to be put off: he forms a clothing 
garment which will never wear out, or go out of 
^shion, with the truly wise. Beloved, men must 
see our religion as well as God. Those only who 
put on Christ are truly happy; they wear white 
robes, the evidence of their acquittal at the bar 
of justice, of their acceptance with God, and of 
their enjoying the approbation of God. Christ 
Is not only our clothing but our defence ; putting 
on Jesus, we put on the whole armour of God. 
O for wisdom to wear Christ «o, that God may 
accept us, angels admire us, devils flee from us, 
and the world be compelled to commend us I 

Make not provision for the flcsli. 

But mortify its powers : 
rat on the Saviour w\l\i \\\«v vcf^^^i. 
And victory shall \>e youvs. 



342 DECEMBER 7^ 

The frw tBOrghippera. — John iv. 513. 

MAMY profeBH to worship God who never Id 
reality do bo. They attend to avariety of 
forms, they perform muiy ceremonieB, but ibay 
do not worship God. They faaTe no correct 
views of his spirituality, covenant character, or 
extensive reqiiireinent«. They fancy that he is 
pleased with show, paradeB, and outward fohijB ; 
whereas " God is a spirit, and they that wdr; 
ship him, must worship him in spirit and in 
truth." The true worshipper is quickened by 
the Holy Spirit, and taught to see the glory i^ 
God in the person of JesuB Christ, He is sin- 
cere in his senice, simple in his language, and 
hearty in his petitions aud adorations. He only 
approaches God through Christ, be pleads the 
atonement for his acceptance, he tlirowa hU 
heart open before God, and means just what ha 
days. The grentneas of God awes him; the 
goodness of God draws him; the mercy of 
God humbles him ; the grace of God embol- 
dens him; and he worships in £iith, fear, and 
love. He believes God's word, fears God's dia- 
pleaeare, and loves God's clmractcr. There ia 
no pretence about liim, for he hates hypocrisy^ 
And worships in sincerity and truth. 
In spirtt inft nw.l\ tlons 
W 6 must \iTMeW, twt ims't - 
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A man of God. — Jer. xxxv. 4. 

A MAN of God, is a godly man ; one who is 
reconciled to God, acquainted with the 
mind of God, who walks in fellowship with 
God, obeys the commands of God, is zealous 
ill the cause of God, jealous of the honour of 
God, and conformed to the image of God« A 
gbdly man is set apart for God, for " the Lord 
hath set apart him that is godly for himself/* 
He obtains pardon from God, and ^^for this shall 
eVezy one that is godly pray unto thee, in a time 
^hen thou mayest be found." He is entitled to 
ail the promises of God, for " godliness is pro- 
stable unto all things, having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come." He 
"^rill be delivered by God, for " the Lord know- 
eth how to deliver the godly out of temptation." 
Every blessing is secured to him by God, for 
God " hath given unto us all things that pertain 
Unto life and godliness." His employment is 
always profitable, for " godliness with content- 
ipent is great gain." He will dwell eternally 
with God, for he is " made meet to be a par- 
taker of the inheritance of the saints in light." 
There are men of the world, and men of God ; — 
t6 which class do you belong? A godly man is, — 

The noblest creature seen below, 
Oi-dained to fill a throne above, 
God gives him a\l he cmv Y^eeXo";?^ 
flis kingdom of ctcTno\\ax<i\ 
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Wash me ^roughly from mine «nt(p<%.-^P8. li.2. 

IN is spiritual filthioess. It defiles the cou- 
^^ science, corrupts the imagination, depraves 
the heart, perverts the will, pollutes the breath, 
sets the tongue on fire of hell, stains the life^ 
and renders the roan totally and eternally unfit 
for heaven. It is Gk>d's work to cleanse a sin-^ 
ner. No one else can. The sinner cannot 
cleanse himself; he is without the means, the 
will, or the power. But God in mercy does, 
and he does it by his Son, atoning ; by his Spi- 
rit, renewing; by his providence, working; and 
by his truth, purifying. He saves us by th» 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. The passage contains the be- 
liever's prayer. " Wash me." " Wash me 
thoroughly." It is *'mine iniquity, my sin." 
Wash me, for I have discovered my filthiness ; 

1 loathe myself on account of it ; and I long to 
be delivered from it. Wash me thoroughly, take 
out every stain, erase every impression, make 
me whiter than snow. Sin always pollutes us. 
A believer cannot rest in pollution. A back- 
slider must be cleansed before he is restored. 
God will have us emarl for sin, before he cleanses 
us from sin. 

wa&\\ TOy w>w\ from every stain. 
And ma^e tcvv ?>saVVJ tvvcv«d*tw^^j. <ilciin : 
Here 0T\ mv VktaTV *A\fe\vw<iwv\v>js 
Aw\ vast oGctvcc»V^v^vvw>j ^^v-s. 



DECEMBER 10. 345 

toi conformed to this world, — Itom. xii. 2. 
^j world is Gtod^a foe. It is under the rule 
)f the prince of the power of the air. Its 
8, style of living, and practices, are contrary 
od's will. The believer sliould not put on 
)rm or fashion of the world, but should put 
irist. He should not be ruled by the maxims 
3 world, but by the word of God. Be not 
rmed to this world, for its ruling principle 
ide; its practice is rebellion against God; 
ofession of religion is hypocrisy; its spirit 
mity against God; its end is selfishness; 
ts doom is destruction. The more we con- 
to the world, the more we become unlike 
t, and the more we are exposed to its 
8 and temptations. Yet we should not 
it outward singularity, but keeping in close 
irship with God, we should avoid all ex- 
;b in dress, living, and the customs of the 
"ation in which we live. If we would obey 
precept, we must be much in private with 
we must drink into the spirit of Christ, 
teep the end of the present dispensation in 
and meditate much on eternity. 

TcU me no more of earthly toys, 
Of sinful mirth and carnal joys ; 

(The things I loved before ;) 
Let me bnt view my Saviour's face^ 
And feel hia enltnat^ivK Staxte^ 

And I desire no mot^ 
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/ toiU remember ike years of (he right hand of 
Hhe Most High, — ^Ps. Ixxvii. 10. 

THE Psalmist had read Grod's word, he had 
stored his memory with an account of God^s 
wonderful works. He had these things at hand 
in trouble, and he proposes to cause them to 
pass in review before his mind for his comfort 
and profit. The years when Grod's hand was 
stretched out, made bare, or remarkably dis- 
played for Israel, to crush their foes; to control 
the elements; to deliver them from imminent 
danger; and raise them to peculiar honour. 
What he had wrought in his church, for his 
church, hy his church. Let us remember what 
God has done for others and for ourselves iu 
times past. Let us do so to check our fears, to 
silence our unbelief, to strengthen our faith, to 
excite to prayer, to prevent murmuring, to pro- 
duce hope, to increase patience, and to comfort 
us in sorrow. Let us take up the purpose of 
the Psalmist and say, I will not pore over my 
misery ; I will not envy my foes ; I will not 
mistake the design of my trials ; I will remember 
that God's hand is the same, whatever changes 
I may experience; and he who wrought for me 
l)etbre, will do so again. 

Now V\V op\»os.<i ^fliQ,Vv \^looitiy thoUo'lit. 
Thy hatvA I* titVA \\\t "ivxwwi. 
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Tht glorious gospel of Christ. — 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

THAT is the glorious good news of Christ. 
Never were there such tidings sent to our 
world before. They are intended to fill us with 
joy and peace. And the moment we truly be- 
lieve them, we are happy. The gospel assures 
us that Christ is God's only begotten Son; that 
he was anointed, appointed, and sent by the 
Father^ to atone for, and put away our sins. 
That he really came, opened a way of salvation, 
secured the present and everlasting welfare of 
every one that believes on his name ; and that 
now every one that believeth in him is justified 
from all things. That one single act of faith 
secures the pardon of all sin, the justification of 
our persons, and puts us in possession of all the 
promises ; some of which it will take eternity to 
fulfil. It is the good news, that God is at peace 
with us, that he is waiting to be gracious unto 
us, that he rejoices over us, and delights to bless 
us. That Jesus is a perfect Saviour, that he 
can and will save to the very uttermost, and 
that he is now in heaven, pleading for all that 
come unto God by him. Glorious gospel I 
Blessed news I May we receive it, believe it , 
treasure it up, and rejoice in it from day to day. 

the grandeur of the gospel, 
How it sounds the deanslng hloctd> 

Showi the bowels ol a Sa\AouT, 
Sbowt the tender Yieatt ot Qio^. 
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Blessed asre they that dwell in thy house, 
Ps. Ixxxiv. 4. 

GOD'S house is his church. Wherever his 
people meet, there he finds a home. This 
was typified of old by the tabernacle and the 
temple. Those who dwell in God's church and 
are at home there, know and love the Master, 
believe the promises made to all such, feel them- 
selves to be part of the family, enjoy the sub- 
jects presented from time to time, and are at 
home in the various employments of the house. 
Such are blessed. They are blessed with Da- 
vid's blessing, who sung, " Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is co- 
vered." They are blessed with Peter's blessing, 
"Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jona: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven." They are 
blessed with John's blessing, " Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet ap- 

Eear what we shall be : but we know that when 
e shall appear we shall be like him^ for we 
shall see him as he is." They are blessed with 
Paul's blessing, " A thorn in the flesh, and grace 
suflicient for them." They are all blessed a«, 
and yyUhy faithful Abraham. 

BlesH'dare the souls that find a place 
Wltbitv the t«a\»\e oS. \\cj ^gwce ; 
There they \>*iho\^^^ ^t.wS^s wsv 
And seek. tTay ^a^e, tt.tA\«saro.XjK«j ^^^xaiaR:. 
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The sinners in Zion are afraid. — Isa. xxxiii. 14. 

AND well they may be ; for sinners in Zion, 
are sinners in the very worst place, in the 
most dangerous position. Their sins are of a 
peculiarly aggravated character, being commit- 
ted in the clearest light, and amidst the displays 
of the most wonderful love. They ought to be 
saints, or they ought not to be in Zion, or the 
church of God. Sinners in Zion, if allowed to 
partake of gospel privileges, generally become 
hardened; their consciences become benumbed, 
they nourish presumptuous confidence, and the 
gospel passes through their minds without mak- 
ing any salutary impression. Nothing but some 
signal judgment, or some special display of the 
power of the Spirit will arouse them. It is to 
be feared that when the day of the Lord arrives, 
there will be many such found in the church, 
and that his glorious appearing will arouse them, 
and fill them with dreadful alarm. Friend, where 
are you? Are you in Zion? Whait are you? 
Are you a sinner in 2iion ? If so, ask conscience, 
** Can you dwell with devouring fire ? Can you 
dwell with everlasting burnings ?" The wrath 
of God is most dreadful I And wrath shall come 
upon sinners in Zion unto the uttermost. 

This Sodom felt, and feels it still. 
And groans beneath the dreadfiil load : 
" With endless bnmVnga -wVtfk qkcl ^^^^:i 
** Or bear the fury of a QtodiT 
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Making hinudfeqacd mlh God. — Jobn 7. 18. 

THIS chttTge WM brought againat oor Lord by 
the Jews, and he did not denj it. He 
Rpalce, he wrought, he commanded, as one equal 
with Ood ; and he was eo. Jesiu, the son of 
Mary, was the Son of Grod ; and though, in hu 
human nature, he waa infinitely inferior to God, 
vet, in his divine nature, which was united to bis 
humanity, he was equal with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit. Jesua ia truly, properly, and natu- 
rally, God, He U the object of worship, trust, 
and love. We cannot think too highly of him. 
We cannot speak too highly of him. As God, 
beis theKockonwfaich we bnild; the Saviour in 
whom we trust; the Sovereign whom we obey; 
and the Source of all good, from which we eipect 
oar Bupplies. Beware of low thoughts of Christ. 
Honour him, even aa you bonoor the Father. 
W&lkbeforebim,andhesincere. Walkwithbim, 
and be confident and happy. Walk atler him, 
and be consistent. Jesus created all things. 
Jesua apholda all things. Jesusdirectsall things. 
Jestu will be honoured by all things. Jeans 
should be especially honoured by hia disciples. 
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Children that will not lie. — Isa. Ixiii. 8. 

THUS God describes his own, those whom he 
saves, and with whom he sympathizes. The 
God of truth must hate a liar. The true God 
must hate falsehood and pretence. Lying is 
especially condemned in God*8 word, and all 
liars are excluded from the new Jerusalem. It 
is impossible for God to lie, and it is equally 
impossible for God to sanction, tolerate, or 
allow of lying in any of his own children. To 
lie is to deceive, or to attempt to deceive, by 
word or deed. The practice springs from the 
depravity of the heart, and where persevered in, 
or excused, is a proof that the heart has never 
been renewed by divine grace. " Lying lips are 
an abomination unto the Lord.*^ "All liars shall 
have their portion in the lake which bumeth 
with brimstone and with fire; which is the 
second death.^^ " He that speaketh lies shall 
not escape." " He that speaketh lies shall 
perish." These are very fearful passages ; they 
are the true sayings of God. Let us carefully 
examine ourselves. Are we in the habit of 
practising deception in word or deed? Me- 
mory 1 retain the fact, "No liar can enter 
heaven! No liar can escape hell!" 

In vain we talk of Jesus* blood, 

And boast his name in vain. 
If we can slight the laws of God, 

And proYe \m3\ist to mexv. 
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/ am imih thee to dtHner thee. — Jer. i. 8. 

THUS spake Jehorah to Jeremiah; and the 
privilege of tbe prophet is out privilege too< 
The Lord is wiih lu, even as he wan with him. 
But if you read hia book, you will find that 
God's presence did not preserve him from trou- 
blea, sorrows, or foes; forfewmen suffered more 
than he did. Nor did he always realise God'a 
prCHeiice with him, and yet the Lord never with- 
drew for one moment. Beloved, though God be 
with us, we shall suffer from many sources, we 
shall be tried in many ways, we shall he tron- 
hled with many things, and we may aonclude 
thiLt even our Ood is tmned against us ; and yet 
he will be true to his word, and will ultimately 
deliver us. If God is with us, we should go 
wherever he pleases to send us. We should do 
whatever he bids us. We should expect what- 
ever he has promised us. Men may hate us. 
Providence may try us. Our hearts may sink 
and misgive us. All things may seem lo con- 
spire against us. Yet the Lord who is with us, 
is pledged to deliver us, and he will redeem his 
pledge, to our joy and his own glory. The Lord 
will be with us this day to deliver us, here is 
our safety and conil'urt. 
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/ sought the Lord, and he heard me. 
Pa. xxxiv. 4. 

THE Lord will teach us our dependence on 
himself. He will show us that we cannot 
possibly do without him. We too often try to 
manage our trials ourselves, instead of taking 
them to the Lord at once ; this accounts for our 
little troubles paining and perplexing us at times, 
more than our great ones. The Psalmist was 
deeply tried ; his trouble had been brought on 
by his sin; but he sought the Lord, and he 
heard him, and delivered him from all his fears. 
Let us endeavour to learn to take every thing 
to the Lord. Let us seek to the Lord for wis- 
dom to guide us, for strength to sustain us, for 
grace to sanctify us, for comfort to cheer us, 
and for deliverance from every fear and foe. 
David^s Grod is our God, and he has covenanted 
to give us " the sure mercies of David." for 
a spirit of faith in God I for a spirit of 
prayer to God I for a spirit of dependence 
on God I He loves to be trusted. He loves to 
be sought. He loves to be believed. Friend, 
have you ever sought the Lord ? If not, seek 
him at once, and he will be found of you, he wiU 
hear you, and deliver you from all your fears. 

Then trust him, and fear not ; thy life is secure ; 
His wisdom is perfect, supreme is his power ; 
In Jore he corrects thee, ttvy mxiWo tc&sv^^ 
To make thee at length ViiY)\&'Vi^«a«i&\Kk ^'X'^'%^ 
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Lard^ remember me, and visit me, — Jer. xv. 15. 

SO sighed the prophet in his troubles, and so 
have we often sighed. Does not this prayer 
just suit ns this morning? O that the Lord 
would remember our weakness, our fears, oar 
temptations, our many infirmities, our easily 
besetting sins, our peculiar circumstances, and 
our many foes! that he would remember our 
prayers, our desires, our wants, our earnest 
longings for his presence. Spirit, and special 
grace ! that he would visit us, for a visit 
from him would soften our hearts, sanctify our 
tempers, cheer our spirits, confound our foes, 
revive our graces, brighten our evidences, scat- 
ter our fears, inspire us with confidence, and fill 
us with courage ! " Lord, remember us with 
the favour which thou bearest unto thy people, 
and visit us with thy salvation ; that we may 
see the good of thy chosen, rejoice in the glad- 
ness of thy nation, and glory with thine inheri- 
tance." Remember where we are going, what 
we have to do, what we shall be called to suffer, 
what we shall especially need, and visit us to 
bless us with all the grace we shaU require. If 
we remember the Lord, he remembers us ; if we 
visit him, he will visit us. 

Remember, Lotd, tby word of grace, 

RemembcT CaVvaiy'stvce-, 
Remember Jesu*' dymp; ?ccc>».w%> 

And then reTOCTn\iCT rtxc. 
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We shall be saved by his life. — Rom. v. 10. 

THE apostle is speaking of Jesus, who recon- 
ciled OS to God by his death ; and he refers 
to the life he is now living in heaven. It is a 
glorious life ; a life iu his Father^s presence, and 
in the enjoyment of his Father's love ; and yet 
he lives for his people. He lives to plead for 
them. He lives to bestow on them what he 
procured for them. He lives to watch over 
them. He deeply, most deeply, S3anpathizes 
with them. His eye is never off them. They 
are never out of his thoughts for one moment. 
His love to them is intense, a fire that is ever 
burning. He obtained for us eternal redemp- 
tion, and he will see that we are redeemed from 
all evil, and put into the possession of all good. 
Blessed Saviour! may I not only glory in thy 
cross, but often have my thoughts directed to 
thy Ufe. Thou didst die for me. Thou dost 
live for me. Being reconciled by thy death on 
earth, I shall certainly be saved by thy hfe in 
heaven. to enter upon this day, believing 
that thou art living in heaven for me, and that 
all the influence of thy relationship, character, 
blood, and offices, is employed for me ! A liv- 
ing, pleading Saviour, will certainly save me. 

He lives! helivesi and site above. 

For ever interceding there; 
Who shall divide xa troxa \)\&\Qi^«.'l 

Or what shoTild tempt >aAXo <iws^x^ 
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Thy hving-leindnesa is before mine eyes, 
Ps. xxvi. 3. 

GOD^S loving-kiDdness has been variouBly and 
wondrously displayed, in nature, providence, 
and grace. It appears in a thousand forms, and 
it should be constantly before our eyes.. No- 
thing so likely to humble us, to consecrate us, 
and to fill us with joy and peace, as Grod's won- 
drous loving-kindness. We are too apt to place 
some trouble, or some vexation, or some object 
of envy, before our eyes, and the effects are sad 
— ^very sad. Let us this day place God's lov- 
ing-kindness before our eyes, as it appears in his 
precious gifts, sweet assurances, magnificent 
promises, and the glorious prospects set before 
us. It is his loving-kindness which pardons our 
sins, revives our souls, renews us in the spirit of 
our minds, and gives us fresh and delightful 
views of the Lord Jesus, of his finished salva- 
tion, and of his blissful heaven. God's loving- 
kindness is free, therefore we may enjoy it ; it 
is great, therefore we may be satisfied with it ; 
it is immutable, therefore we *may rejoice in it. 
Let us fix the eye this day on God as a God of 
love, and on the displays of his kindness to us be- 
fore time, in time, and when time shall be no more. 

Often 1 iee\ ycvj ?>\\\?\3l Iveart, 
Prune ^tonv nv-^ ivisvv^ \» «i^>^\«\.\ 

But t\\0\lftYv \ \VANe \\V«V CilX lw v^v 
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O Lord, be not far from me. — Ps. xxxv. 22. 

THE Christian is like a timid child, he cannot 
bear to be left alone. He wants to have 
his Father always with him. He knows so much 
of his weakness and the depravity of his heart ; 
of the number and power of his enemies ; of the 
many and great dangers to which he is exposed, 
that he does not feel comfortable to stir a step 
alone. The Lord has promised to be always 
with him, never to leave him nor forsake him ; 
this he believes, but he wants to realize the 
presence of his God. If he feels that God is 
with him, smiling upon him, and imparting 
strength unto him» he can cheerfully go any- 
where, or do any thing ; but without this he is 
often afraid and dispirited. Beloved, do you 
know any thing of the presence of the Lord ? 
Have you ever enjoyed it ? Have you been left 
to go to duty, to trial, or to conflict, without it ? 
If so, you know the value of it, and most ear- 
nestly will you pray, " O Lord, be not far from 
me." Well, the Lord will not be far away, nor 
long away, from those who long for his presence, 
and who cannot be happy in his absence. If 
we seek him, he will be found of us. If we call 
upon him, he will hear. 

Life, like a foantain rich and free, 

Springs from the presence of the Lord ; 
And in his light our aouXa «\v«2l\. «&^ 
The glories pTom\aedVTxYi\,«N<Q\^ 
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/ unU arise and go to my father. — Luke xv. 18. 

WHAT a mercy to have a father. A father 
to whom we can go. A father who will 
receive us, bless us, and make us happy. Like 
the prodigal we have been wandering from him, 
we have grieved his loving heart, we have dis- 
honoured his glorious name, we have reduced 
ourselves to want and wretchedness ; let us now 
arise and go to our heavenly Father, he will 
pardon our crimes, restore us to his favour, sup- 
ply all our wants, and raise us to dignity and 
honour. Have we been reconciled to him, and 
are we living at peace with him ? Then, when- 
ever Satan assaults us, or fears beset us, or 
troubles oppress us, or our hearts are cast down 
within us, let us arise and go to our Father. 
Let us go to him for all we need, loUh all that 
troubles us, notwithstanding all that opposes us. 
He bids us come often. He wishes us to be 
free. He has promised to sympathize with us. 
He is always ready to help us. He will bless 
us tliis day. Lord, draw us to thy feet, keep 
us near thy throne, indulge us with thy smile, 
fill us with joy and peace, and cause us to live 
to thy glory and praise! for living, lively 
faith ! Lord, increase our faith. 

Faith lends its realizing light, 
The clouds disperse, the shadows fly, 

Th' Invisible appears in sight, 
And Go'l is seen by mort^il eye. 



DECEMBER 24. 

PreachiTig peace by Jems Christ, — Acti 

BY nature we are at war with God, 
enemies to God. When seen throi 
medium of his law, all his attributes 
against us, and nothing but wrath an 
can be expected by us. But in the go 
see God making a covenant of peace, 1 
foundation for peace, and then proc 
peace to us by his beloved Son. He 
ceived satisfaction for our sins. He is 
to receive and pardon us. He desires t< 
reconciled and happy. He sends to us b] 
He beseeches us to be reconciled. He 
us that he has made a feast to comm( 
our reconciliation, and assures us that al 
are ready, and that he wishes us to con 
the gospel there is peace for sinners, 
greatest offenders, for the vilest transgi 
and the moment we believe the testimon 
to the peace-making blood of Jesus, t 
heartily unto God, peace flows into ou 
reconciliation is effected, and we are 
But are we at peace with God ? Peace 
claimed, but do we believe it? Do we ei 

Take me, my Saviour, as thine own. 
And with thy Father plead my caoae ; 

Be thou my portion, Lord, alone. 
And bend me to obey thy lawn; 

And with thy gnclova presence blest. 

Give mc to find thy promi»*d rest. 
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Unto U8 a child i» horn. — ^Isa. ix. 6. 

BUT is it any thing remarkable that a child 
should be bom ? Not sometimes, bat here 
every thing is remarkable. The mother is a 
virgin. The Father is Grod. The child is the 
Holy One of Israel. The pkce was a stable. 
The design is our salvation, and the earth's 
restoration. Never was there such a birth be- 
fore, there never can be such another. The 
child is to be called, " Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace." And what he is called, he is. 
He is wonderful in his person, being God and 
man, in one Christ ; wonderful in his work, by 
which myriads of sinners shall be saved ; and 
wonderful in his grace, by which he stoops to 
bless the vilest of our race. He is the recog- 
nized and authorized Counsellor in heaven and 
in earth. He is the mighty God, being equal to 
the Father in nature, majesty, and glory. He 
is Father of the everlasting age, which is for his 
glory and his people's perfect blessedness. He 
is the peaceful Prince, who made, reveals, im- 
parts, and maintains peace between God and man. 

Veil'd in flesh the Godhead sec, 
Hail the incarnate Deity I 
Vleas'd as man, with men to dwell, 
Jetsws, OUT \vcv'«\«Lft.w«^^ 

G\oTy \o \\\* ttVi^^edL www^, 

U't ua aW \v\a\we. ^v'^^'^''^^^^'- 
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Knowing J brethren helovedj your election of God. 

1 Thess. i. 4. 

GOD^S love to his people first manifested it- 
self in the choice of their persons, and in 
the appointment of the chosen ones to union 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. The knowledge of 
our personal interest in this grace will fill us 
with joy, give us confidence in God, and place 
our feet upon a rock. Paul knew that the Thes- 
salonians were chosen of God to salvation, be- 
cause the gospel was applied by the power of 
the Holy Spirit to their souls. If the gospel 
works effectually in us, and consecrates us to 
God and his service, our election is unques- 
tionable : for the effect of election is holi • 
ness. Ancient purposes are revealed and made 
known by the dispensations of providence and 
the operations of the Spirit in time. The 
Spirit's work within us, is the proof of the 
Father's love to us. K God has chosen us to 
salvation, we shall choose the Lord Jesus to 
be our Saviour, Friend, Advocate, Sovereign, 
Example, and Judge : and if we thus choose 
Jesus, there can be no doubt but God hath chosen 
us. Beloved, is Jesus your elect ? He is God's. 
Do you love him, prefer him, and obey him ? 

How happy are we oar election who see. 

And venture, O Lord, for satvaUou on thee. \ 
In Jesua approved, from ctenvVtv \o^^ 
Upheld by thy power we c%tvxvo\\>% xcvtv^^^. 

i. ^• 
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It M in trulh the word of God, — 1 Thess. iL 13. 

THIS is Paurs testimony to the gospel. It is 
God^s truth. It originated in his mind. It 
was made known by his inspiration. It is pub- 
lished at his command. It is pure like his 
nature. It is stable as his throne. It is the 
rule by which he works. It is the standard 
by which he judges. It is God's message to 
you, to me, to all. It is the word respecting 
God, setting before us his express image, that 
we may know him ; his exceeding great love, 
that we may believe him ; the way of access to 
his throne, that we may approach him. As the 
word of God, it demands our attention, rever- 
ence, faith, and obedience. It is solemnly con- 
nected with his glory and our destiny. It is to 
be received into the understanding, the affec- 
tions, and the heart. As God^s word, we should 
receive it meekly, believe it heartily, obey it 
promptly, and trust it implicitly. The gospel 
is the truth of God, therefore beware how you 
trifle with it, neglect it, or disbelieve it : it is 
tlie word that will judge you at the last day. 
Have you received the gospel? Did you receive 
it as the very truth of God? Has it wrought 
L'fToctually in you, producing a radical change? 

Lor(\, -wYWe \.\\y v^ Ci?,\>G\ ciw vcv^ heart, 
Ai\d m its XAcasm?,^ ^\\CiTv\^^^vk.\\.\ 
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In thy name ahoiU they r^oice cUl the day, 
Ps. Ixxxix. 16. 

WE cannot rejoice in health, for it is often 
lost ; in wealth, for we have it not ; in 
wisdom, for we daily discover our folly ; in our 
strength, for we are perfect weakness ; in our 
worldly prospects, for they are often very 
gloomy; or in our experience, for it is often 
very dreary. If therefore we rejoice, it must 
be in something without us, in something above 
us. We may rejoice in God's name, especially 
as it is written out in the word of his grace, and 
iUustrated in the life of his Son. Here his nature 
is revealed, his purposes are made known, and 
provision for our guilt, fears, and wants, is pre- 
sented to us. Here we have a warrant for faith, 
a foundation for hope, and an object for love. 
Here is that in which we may rejoice all the 
day long, for it includes all we need, is calcu- 
lated to prevent all we fear, and can never know 
a change. Let us then fix our eye and our 
hearts upon God's mercy, and rejoice in it ; in 
private, and in public; in prosperity, and ad- 
versity ; at home, and abroad. Believers really 
have cause to be happy. The cause of their 
happiness is always the same. 

Salvation in that name is found. 

Balm of my grief and care ; 
A medicine for my every -vowA^ 
All, aJl I want \a lYiere. 
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The UuB offaUh.—'RQta. iii. 27. 

THIS is just the opposite of the law of works. 
That was intended for peifect penona ; (hit 
is for sinnerB. That required obedience in oider 
to life ; thie presents life in order to obedience. 
That says, " Do ;" thU wiys, " Believe," Thai 
says, " Work;" this nays, "Tnuit." This is a 
law of love — it flows from the love of God, 
breathes love to men, requires love of men, and 
produces love in men. It is the law of peace — 
by which peace and reconciliation with God is 
published and enjoyed. It is a law of grtkce — 
ptocl^ming tliat every sinner shall be pardoned, 
on confession; shall be justified freely, on be- 
lieving; shall be saved perfectly, by trusting i 
and be dignified eternally, by receiving. John 
i, 12. It is a law of holiness — it contains pre- 
cepts, requiring; cautions, warning; eiliorla- 
tiona, urging; and threatenings, alarming. It 
is intended tu exhibit God's mercy, and to pre- 
vent man's ruin, the sinner's boasting, and 
Satan's designs. It lays us under everlasting 
obligations. Every Christian should carefully 
observe the law (^ fdth, and learn to distin- 
guish it from the law of works. Trne faitli 
always takes Christ's law, and obeys it. 
llj-llu' works of fte ta«, tit anMvpciilihilii 
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He staggered not cU the promise of Grod through 
unbelief. — Rom. iv. 20. 

IF Abraham did not, we often have ; yet we 
have far less reason than he had. The pro- 
mises are given to us of free grace. They are 
supported by the holiness and immutability of 
God. They demand our credit and confidence. 
But, through unbelief, we often object, or dis- 
pute ; they are too great, or too good for us. 
They are for eminent persons, not for such poor, 
sinful, unworthy creatures as we are. It is not 
probable that they will ever be fulfilled in our 
experience. This is unbelief. This is stagger- 
ing. Now we are unsteady ; and this affects our 
hope, our prayers, and our obedience : for steady 
faith is the root of lively hope, fervent prayer, 
and evangelical obedience. Unbelief draws all 
its arguments from sense, reason, appearances, 
circumstances, or delays. But faith should take 
God*s promise as the gift of God's grace, hold it 
fast, because God is faithful; and expect its ful- 
filment, because God is true. Let us watch 
against unbelief, which dishonours God, and 
distresses us. Let us seek faith from God, that 
we may exercise faith in God : and let us set 
Abraham before us as our example. 

Faith has for its foundation broad 
A stable rock, on which I stand. 
The tmth and MtbMTiea& ^1 Qi^\ 
All other ground Vft t&QVAii\L ^axA. 
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TherehathnotfmUdoneviordofaUlmgood 
promae. — 1 Kings viii. 56. 

THIS is the daj for reriew ; let ns look back. 
This ia tiie day to compare God's conduct 
with God'B promise. He has kept his promise 
ia hia eje everj daj of this year, though we 
have often lost eight of it. We have been uabe- 
lieviog, but he has been faithful. We have 
backslidden, but he has kept covenant with m. 
We have ten thoneand times deserved his vrrath, 
bat here we are, the montmieiits of his mercy. 
What forbearance he has shown, what patience 
he has exercised, what sympathy he has mani- 
fested; how true to his character, howfiuthful 
to liis ward, how tender to our souls, he has 
been. We have feiled in almost every point ; 
be has not failed in one : we have broken onr 
word a thousand times ; he has never broken 
his ODce. Not one thing hath fdled of all that 
he has promised. In temporals, onr bread has 
been given us, and our water has been sure. In 
spirituals, he has pardoned our sbs, revived oiir 
graces, corrected our follies, restored our souls, 
borne with our manners, and manifested a Fa- 
ther's love. Beloved, is not God true ? Has he 
not been faithful ? Ought we not to trust him ? 
Let tou IT «Bi> Kirset to liw, 
Or qnil 
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A GOOD STATE. 

" Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven." Matt. v. 3. 

" The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a 
broken and a contrite heart, God, thou wilt 
not despise." Ps. li. 17. 

" To this man will I look, even to him that 
18 poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trem- 
bleth at my word." Isa. Ixvi. 2. 

** The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart, and saveth such as be of a con- 
trite spirit." Ps. xxxiv. 18. 

** Better it is to be of an humble spirit with 
the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the 
proud." Prov. xvi. 19. 

" This poor man cried, and the Lord heard 
him, and saved him out of all his troubles." 
Ps. xxxiv. 6. 

" Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom which he hath pro< 
mised to them that love him." James ii. 5. 

** I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear : but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 
Job xUi, 5, 6. 
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AN IMPORTANT DUTY. 



"In your patience possess ye your souls/* 
Jer. xxi. 19. 

'' Be patient toward all men/* 1 Thess. y. 14. 

"Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord : Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious. fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and the latter rain. Be ye also patient ; 
fitablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh." James v. 7, 8. 

" Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith/* 
Heb. xii. 1, 2. 

" Whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope." Rom. xv. 4. 

" man of God, follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness." 1 
Tim. vi. 11. 

" Add to tempet«c[i^^ \».\ki\ce ; and to pati- 
ence godlinesB." ^P^X..v^. 
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THE MOST EXCELLENT GRACE. 

** A new commandment I ^ve unto you, that 
ye love one another ; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another. By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another." John xiii. 34, 35. 

" Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, 
and hath given himself for us an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour." 
Ephes. V. 2. 

" Beloved, let us love one another ; for love 
is of Grod ; and every one that loveth is horn of 
God, and knoweth God." 1 John iv. 7. 

" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
No man hath seen God at any time. If we love 
one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfected in us." 1 John iv. 10, 12. 

** We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. He 
that loveth not his brother abideth in death." 
1 John iii. 14. 

" And now abideth faith, hope, charity, (or 
love,) these three ; but the greatest of these is 
charity, (or love.)" 1 Cor. xm. \?». 
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GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT. 

*^Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich." 2 Cor. viii. 9. 

'^ God is able to make all grace abound to- 
ward you ; that ye having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work." 2 Cor. 
ix. 8. 

" My grace is sufficient for thee : for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infir- 
mities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me." 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

*^ My God shall supply all your needs, accord- 
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 
Phil. iv. 19. 

" His divine power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called 
us to glory and virtue : whereby are given unto 
us exceeding great and precious promises : that 
by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust." 2 Pet. i. 3, 4. 

" The blood oi 3^s>\x&^\vT«x.\s«.%vi\\QlQanseth 
us from all aW \ 3oV\ii\.'l. 
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THE RIGHT POSTURE. 

" Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
the present world ; looking for that blessed hope, 
even the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ." Titus ii. 12, 13. 

"For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ." Phil. iii. 20. 

" And unto them that look for him, shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto salva- 
tion." Heb. ix. 28. 

" Seeing then that all these things are to be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness, look- 
ing for and hasting unto the coming of the day 
of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall 
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat ? Nevertheless we according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." 2 Pet. iii. 11,13. 

" To wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead, even Jesus, which deli- 
vered us from the wrath to come." 1 Thess. i. 10. 

" As the testimony of Christ was confirmed 
in you : so that ye come behind in no gift ; wait- 
ing for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
J Cor. i. 6, 8. 
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